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Broader patterns of GCSE attainment over time consistently show 
that girls overall outperform boys at GCSE level (Gillborn and Mirza, 
 2000 ; Tomlinson, 2014). Recent data (2016/ 17) show on average, 
GCSE (attainment 8 –  which measures pupils’ performance in eight 
GCSE level qualifi cations  3  ) scores were higher for girls than boys 
across all ethnic groups, with girls achieving on average a score of 
49.0, compared with 43.7 for boys. More specifi cally, the data show 
girls from the Chinese ethnic group achieved the higher average score 
out of all ethnic groups and among boys and girls. By comparison, the 
data show that boys from a Black Caribbean background scored the 
lowest average score, at 36.9, compared to Black Caribbean girls who 
scored 44. There is a range of explanations for the gender diff erences 
in educational attainment between girls and boys that include issues of 
diff erences in gendered expectations, the diff erence in the way teachers 
treat girls and boys, and the importance of role models (Gillborn and 
Mirza,  2000 ; Tomlinson, 2014).    

 Figure 5.3:      Percentage achieving attainment 8 scores by ethnic group and gender  
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 Source: Key stage 4 and multi-academy trust performance 2017 (DfE, 2018e). 
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