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and Shankley, 2018), a lack of familiarity with the education system 
or an open dialogue with teachers and other staff  at schools, as well 
as issues related to class. In terms of GCSE attainment, Gypsy and 
Irish Traveller students can also be limited in obtaining good GCSE 
grades by the high levels of illiteracy among adults, which aff ects their 
ability to navigate the education system and to help and support their 
children’s studies (Bhopal,  2004 ).  

  Ethnicity, gender and class 

 While it is clear that there are diff erential patterns of GCSE attainment 
across ethnic groups, this picture is complicated by gender and class. 

 Figure 5.2:      Percentage of pupils attaining English and maths grades (A*– C) by 
ethnicity, 2016/ 17  
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 Source: Key stage 4 and multi-academy trust performance 2017 (DfE, 2018e). 
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