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 The Youth Justice Board ( 2018 ) published a report on young people 
and children in the youth CJS and suggested the average custodial 
sentence length for indictable off ences given to children has increased 
by fi ve months over the last ten years, from 11.4 to 16.7 months (Youth 
Justice Board,  2018 ). Moreover, at any one time over the past year 
(2018) an average of just below 900 children were in custody and, even 
though overall the pattern indicates there has been an average fall of 
70% over the last ten years, the pattern has slightly increased by 3% 
over the past year. The report also suggests that children in custody 
were largely incarcerated because of crimes categorised as violence 
against the person, and such crimes had increased (compared to other 
crimes) over the past year (Youth Justice Board,  2018 ). 

 As Williams and Clarke ( 2018 ) suggested, the ethnic make- up of 
the youth criminal justice population is indicative of the future ethnic 
demographics of the adult incarcerated population. This ethnic make- up 
is shifting, with fewer white children and more ethnic minority children 
in incarceration. As  Figure 3.8  shows, the percentage of incarcerated 
white children fell from 74% in 2008 to 55% in 2018. By comparison, 
the rates of children in youth custody from a black background increased, 
from 15% in 2008 to 25% in 2018. Children from a black background 
now account for a quarter of the youth custody population in 2018 

 Figure 3.8:      Percentage of children in custody by ethnicity, youth secure estate in 
England and Wales, year ends March 2008– 2018  
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 Source: Youth Justice Statistics: 2017 to 2018 (Home Offi ce, 2018d). 
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