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 Second, the authors found that for ethnic minorities, who were 
born in the UK (descendants of immigrants, so- called second- 
generation immigrants), fertility levels are less diff erent and fall 
between those of the British group and their parents’ fertility values. 
Higher fertility among certain migrant groups has been attributed 
to diff ering economic and educational prospects as well as cultural 
diff erences in the defi nition of family and role of children. For 
instance, average household size is higher for Indian, African, 
Bangladeshi and Pakistani groups (Jivraj and Simpson,  2015 ) which 
can include multi- generational household members. These might 
have impact on fertility decisions as well as off er opportunities for 
child care provisions.    

 There is evidence that ethnicity plays a role in maternal morbidity 
and mortality diff erences (Kayem et al,  2011 ; Nair et al,  2014 ,  2016 ). 
The authors suggest that those diff erences are partly due to inadequate 

 Figure 1.6:      Infant mortality rate by ethnicity in England and Wales for the birth 
cohort, 2014  
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   Note: Ethnicity of the baby as defi ned by the mother.   
 Source: ONS. 
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