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Dear PGCE Secondary English Trainees,
Many congratulations on being offered a place on the PGCE course in English at the University of Manchester. It has been an unprecedented year in many ways but I feel really hopeful about the coming academic year. 
Firstly, a word on readings and core texts. Our complete list of English texts for English PGCE course will be provided in September, but you might want to consider purchasing some of the following books before the beginning of the course. Don’t feel that you need to read them all over summer – these are simply the texts that we use most frequently, that you may want to have your own copy of.  However we do need you to read the 4 fiction texts that are highlighted in bold as we will be using these as a basis of some teaching sessions in the first term.
All should be available from online websites and many will be available as second hand copies too.
A good starting point for general reading about English teaching is:

· A Practical Guide to Teaching English in the Secondary School edited by Andrew Green and published by Bloomsbury (2013). 

· Learning to Teach English in the Secondary School edited by Jon Davison published by  Routledge  ( 2019 ) 

· Learning to Teach  in the Secondary School edited by  Susan Capel , Marilyn Leask and Sarah Younie published by  Routledge  ( 2019)

A selection of recommended fiction texts to read 

· A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens

· Lord of the Flies by William Golding

· An Inspector Calls by J. B. Priestley

· In the Sea there are Crocodiles by Fabio Curtis

· Holes by Louis Sachar

· Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson

· Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo

· Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

· Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry by Mildred D Taylor
· To Kill a Mockingbird  by Harper Lee
· Pigeon English by Stephen Kelman

English Literature graduates will find it useful to read about language, perhaps starting with R. L. Trask’s Language: The Basics or A. J. Tinkel’s Explorations in Language if you prefer a more practical approach, and following up with George Yule’s The Study of Language. 

Reading should include some Shakespeare – watch film versions as well as reading texts. Shakespeare plays commonly taught at Key Stage 3 (11 – 14) include Macbeth, Much Ado About Nothing, Romeo and Juliet, The Tempest, A Midsummer Nights Dream and Twelfth Night. 

We will be focusing throughout the year on the recent conversations that have arisen due to the BLM movement: our intention is to consider this in respect of English teaching and the English classroom. Our starting point will be to consider diversity in Literature. Therefore we would like you to read a young adult fiction text that addresses diversity before the start of the course and be prepared to share your ideas with fellow trainees during the initial teaching sessions. Further guidance will be given in the first week.  
Prior to the start of the course it is a good idea to join The National Association for The teaching Of English ( NATE ) which is free to trainee teachers for the year 

https://www.nate.org.uk/product/trainee-teacher-membership/
You can also join the National Literacy Trust for free basic membership   https://literacytrust.org.uk/
The most popular exam board for English Language and English Literature GCSE is AQA so here is a link to their specifications

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse
If you have any queries regarding academic aspects of the course before the start of the course please do not hesitate to contact me: carmel.kellett@manchester.ac.uk.

If you have any queries regarding registration and other administrative aspects of the course, please contact the PGCE Teaching and Learning Team: teachereducation@manchester.ac.uk 
The English team look forward to meeting you again in September! 

Kind regards, 

Carmel Kellett

Subject Lead for PGCE Secondary English 

