
 

 

 

Pre-trial decision on investigation in Situation in Georgia, ICC 
 

Proposed citing: ICC, Decision on the Prosecutor's request for authorization of an 
investigation. Situation in Georgia, Pre-Trial Chamber I, Case no. ICC-01/15, 27 
January 2016 with the Separate opinion of Judge Péter Kovács (excerpt) 

Source: available online at https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/record.aspx?docNo=ICC-
01/15-12 (20 February 2020) 

Date of the decision: 27 January 2016 

Author of the decision: International Criminal Court 

Summary of the decision: The ICC found that that any proceedings undertaken by 
the de facto authorities of South Ossetia are not capable of meeting the 
requirements of article 17 of the Statute, due to South Ossetia not being a 
recognized State. Judge Kovács disagrees on this point and finds that automatically 
following a too rigid approach might result in some absurd conclusions, proposing 
a case-by-case analysis about the locus standi of de facto entities for the limited 
purpose of exercising criminal jurisdiction. 

Cited international law materials: Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court 
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