HIST 32062

Islam in China

Instructor: Rian Thum

There are more Muslims in China than in Syria, Malaysia, or Tunisia, and their history
stretches back to at least the ninth century. This module explores the history of Muslims in
China and Chinese Muslims abroad, from the arrival of the first Muslims in China to the
mass internment of Muslim minorities today. After a general historical overview, each week
pairs readings of comparative or methodological studies with primary and secondary
sources on the relationship between China and Islam. We will tackle broad problems such as
how to define particular religions and how ethnicity works, using the history of Islam in
China as a case study.
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Readings include:

Ben-Dor Benite, Zvi. The Dao of Muhammad: A Cultural History of Muslims in Late Imperial China.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Asia Center, 2005.

Gladney, Dru. Muslim Chinese: Ethnic Nationalism in the People’s Republic. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Asia Center, Harvard University, 1991.

Murata, Sachiko. Chinese Gleams of Sufi Light. Albany: SUNY Press, 2000.

Roberts, Sean. The War on the Uyghurs: China's campaign against Xinjiang's Muslims. Manchester,
Manchester University Press, 2020.

Thum, Rian. The Sacred Routes of Uyghur History. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2014.

Tohti, llham. “Isn’t it time to rethink China’s ethnic policies?” uighurbiz.net, November 12, 2009.



