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This course unit examines the cultural and political history of Italy throughout the 20th Century, drawing 

on relevant historiography and on selected works by artists and filmmakers, such as Roberto Rossellini, 

Luchino Visconti, Paolo Sorrentino, Gianfranco Rosi, Banksy, Blu, Broken Fingaz Crew. Specifically, 

the course will offer a comprehensive overview of key moments of Italian history from the fascist period 

to the present day, while also establishing connections with the global dimension of phenomena such 

as populism, migration and the crisis of democracy. The analytical focus of the course will be on key 

moments in the development of Italian history and on how different forms of storytelling (namely, cinema 

and public art) respond to a social, political and cultural transformation. Methodologically, texts and 

images will be explained not only in aesthetic terms but also in relation to the political, cultural and social 

discourses of the day. At the end of the course, students will have gained substantial knowledge of the 

20th-century Italian history as well as of that of its visual and political representatives. The course is 

divided into three block which focus on different moments of Italian history. Each block comprises of an 



introductory lecture and of two or three further sessions which will use the historical material to analyse 

the artefacts. The structure of the course is symmetrical and every block will be tested through a 

different assignment, suitable to the content of the block: commentary for the first assignment on 

political history and neorealist film; essay for block two on a topic such as migration which can be looked 

at from multiple historiographical perspectives; and finally online exhibition for the third block on public 

history.  

 

Methods of Delivery and Assessment 

Delivery a mix of synchronous seminar-type of sessions and asynchronous lecture-type sessions. 

 

Assessment: 

Essay Summative 2,000 Words 40% 

Commentary Summative 1,200 Words 30% 

Group online exhibition Summative 25 artefacts to be 

selected 

30% 

 

Primary Texts 

Roberto Rossellini, Roma città aperta (1945) 

Luchino Visconti, Rocco e i suoi fratelli (1960) 

Gianfranco Rosi, Fuocoammare (2016) 

Paolo Sorrentino, Loro (2018) 

Pietro Marcello, Martin Eden (2019) 

A selection of images of Public art (2000-present) 
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