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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY IN LONDON—THE QUEEN LEADS THE NATION IN HOMAGE TO THE FALLEN OF TWO WORLD WARS: A general view looking down on the
scene in Whitehall during the short and impressive service at the Cenotaph. The Queen is standing on the far side of the memorial. A short distance away on
her left is the Bishop of London with the choir of the Chapel Royal. On the other side are members of Parliament, Service chiefs and Commonwealth representatives.

| the stiliness of the two minutes" silence last Sunday morning the nation again

remembered the fallen of two world wars. Throughout the country remembrance
services were held in churches and at town and village memorials. In London,
as usual, the Queen, accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh, led the nation in homage
at the Cenotaph in Whitehall. Shortly before eleven o’clock Her Majesty and Prince
Philip walked from the Home Office and stood a few paces in front of the Cenotaph.
Close by were the representatives of the Church and Parliament, the military leaders
and the rep of the C . Almost the chimes of
Big Ben and the rumble of a gun indicated the start of the two minutes’ silence.

With the firing of another gun the silence was over and the short service was started
with the sounding of the Last Post. The Queen laid the first wreath and she, in turn,
was followed by her husband and the representatives of other members of the Royal
Family and by a number of other dignitaries. The hymn, * O God, Our Help in Ages
Past,”” was followed by prayers, and the service was brought to a close by the sounding
of Reveille and the playing of the National Anthem. The other prominent services in
London included the remembrance at the tomb of the Unknown Warrior, in Westminster
Abbey. On the Saturday evening before Remembrance Sunday the Queen had
attended the British Legion's annual Festival of Remembrance at the Royal Albert Hall.
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Course Description:

Modernity, modernism, and modernisation - the course will explore these themes in relation to
the changing character of London as a metropolitan centre from the late nineteenth century to the
1960s. Was London a ‘unique city’, as one commentator described it, or did it share similar
characteristics with other metropolitan centres? We will explore key themes for detailed study
including: empire and popular culture, plans, planners and architects, high society and the city’s



low underworlds, homosexuality and prostitution, bohemian London and the post-imperial
metropolis. The sessions will be informed by recent cutting edge research on urban cultures,
historical geography, sexuality and post-colonialism. It will also provide students with the
opportunity to encounter London as it is represented in visual media (newsreels, photography,
television) as well as in written texts. You will be encouraged to develop a critical awareness of
key primary and secondary sources and their use in researching metropolitan history and to
examine specific thematic case studies in relation to the transformations of particular zones or
quarters of the city (eg Soho and Notting Hill). There will be a study afternoon in London as part
of the course which is always popular.

Assessment

1.0ne 2,5000 word essay. (50%) chosen from a selected list

2 One open book examination (50%)

Students will also give one 5 minute presentation to the seminar, with the opportunity for
feedback.

Indicative Lecture and Seminar Programme:
e Course Introduction: Lecture: Modernity and the City: the Case of London

The Imperial City: Facets of Empire

Gender, Popular Culture and Performance in the late-Victorian and Edwardian City.

The Experience of War and the Planned Future

Tradition and Modernity in the late Imperial City: The Coronation, 1953

Society and the Social Elites in 1950s London

e ‘The Most Polluted City in the World’: Vice and Sexual Scandal in the Post-War
Metropolis.

e English Bohemia: Soho

e The Post-Imperial Metropole: Case Study Notting Hill.

e ‘Permissive’ London: The Case of the Profumo Affair

Teaching Methods

One weekly lecture followed by two-hour intensive seminar discussion. Office hour tutorials.
The course will make extensive use of Blackboard. All course materials will be delivered via
Blackboard. Essays will be submitted, marked, and returned with feedback via Blackboard.
Students will engage in group discussion each week with a set of primary and secondary
sources delivered via Blackboard

Past Dissertation Topics: Women and Postwar Advertising; London Planning and the
Planners in the 1940s; Fashionable Metropolitan Masculinity and Social Class; Urban
Exploration in late Victorian London; The Notting Hill ‘Race Riots’; Teddy Boy Culture and
Social Deviance; The New Look.
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