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Overview @ o

1. Importance of social infrastructure for age-friendly
work

2. Implications of social distancing for older people

Current adaptations being made

4. Going forward; maintaining age-friendly principles in
social infrastructure
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Social Infrastructure
shape the way people interact
Klinenberg, 2018, pp.5

the physical places and organisations that




Social infrastructure @

ageing

When social infrastructure is robust, it fosters contact,
mutual support, and collaboration among friends and
neighbours; when it is degraded, it inhibits social activity,

leaving families and individuals to fend for themselves.
Klinenberg, 2018
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* 12,000 public spaces have been sold off by UK
Councils since 2010 (Hitchen and Shaw, 2019)

800 libraries closed across the UK since 2010

» English and Welsh town centres have lost 8% of
their shops on average since 2013
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Implications of restricted access to @ e
social infrastructure for older
people

Cut off from social connections and support networks

Alienation from locally based support

Health and wellbeing

Not feeling visible or valued
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Adaptations

wen, Age UK Oldham @ageukoldham - 8 Jun v
“ageus Qyr freshly cooked meals are still going down a treat. A weekly supply of
wholesome food freshly cooked and frozen delivered to your home for £15
is still available to anyone interested. Just give us a call on 0161 6330213
#0ldhamHour #TeamOldham

Keeping LGBT people
connected over a cuppa @ LGBT

foundation
WE'REHEREIF YOUNEEDUS Igbt.foundation/rainbowbrewbuddies 03453303030

JJ Oldham
ageuk

= DYouTube®™ Search Q

STANDING SEATED

Freshly cooked frozen meals
Age UK Oldham will deliver a
7 day meal pack to vour doorstep

Each pack will consist of 5 frozen home
cooked meals (3 meat dishes, 1 fish dish
and 1 vegetable dish) plus 2 portions of
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Four, three, two. one.
\Wial Aane

P »l o) 11147464

Moving with limited mobility #KeepGMMoving
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Going forward: maintaining age- e
friendly principles

AND SAY “HI” TO
EVERYONE you

PASS TODAY

\&

IT WILL HELP US
ALL TO FEEL
LESS [ ONELY
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Age-friendly recovery must @ e
include our shared spaces

« Social aspect of our shared spaces remains
crucial even whilst observing social distancing

« Social infrastructure can still provide spaces of
informal non-verbal contact and encounters with
difference

* This is vital for older people’s sense of connection
to people and place
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spaces

- The New Hork Times
o Smaller moments of social beNewd

connection might become
more important for all of us

- Social distancing should We Need SocialSlidarity, Not Jus
not lead to lack of social Soc]al DlSlaﬂClﬂg

solidarity

To combat the coronavirus, Americans need to do more than
secure their own safety.

o A stronger sense of the
collective is needed if we o e oot
are to appeal to people to
‘stay alert’ and act in ways
that contribute to the
greater good.

March 14, 2020 f v » H
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