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stepping up their climate action



CDP: VISION & MISSION
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We focus investors, companies, 
cities and regions on taking 
urgent action to build a truly 
sustainable economy by 
measuring and understanding 
their environmental impact. 

8,400+
Companies

800+
Cities

650+
Institutional 
investors

120+
States and 

regions

110+
Suppliers

CDP is a global environmental 
non-profit working to secure a 
thriving economy that works for 
people and planet in the long term.

We aim to make environmental 
reporting mainstream and 
provide detailed insights to drive 
action for a climate safe, water 
secure, deforestation free world. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
CDP, formerly Carbon Disclosure Project, is a non-profit organization that runs the global disclosure system for investors, companies, cities, states and regions to measure and manage their environmental impacts. Over 800 cities worldwide reported environmental data to CDP in 2019 to track progress, benchmark their performance, and access insights and analysis. 



CITIES ARE BUILDING HEALTHY, WEALTHY AND 
LIVEABLE PLACES
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Cities account for 
approximately

70%
of global CO2 emissions
and consume about

two-
thirds
of the world’s energy

Cities are tackling the climate emergency to create vibrant 
and sustainable places for people to live and work
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Efficient 
mobility

Health and 
wellbeing

Inclusive economy 
and job creation

Access to 
nature

Equity and 
social cohesion

Modern 
infrastructure

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The science is telling us we have to act urgently to significantly reduce emissions to 45% by 2030 and achieve net zero by 2050 if we are to successfully adapt to climate change. In response, cities are stepping up their action; declaring climate emergencies and reinforcing these with net zero carbon commitments. But cities cannot achieve the emissions reductions alone, with some cities control less than 10%  of their cities’ carbon emissions. 

With cities and businesses working together there is a huge potential to reduce emissions on a greater scale than either could manage alone. 



950+ 
cities, states and 

regions disclosed to 
CDP in 2019
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220

322

237

57

17

21

81
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since 2011, more than 700 global cities and regions have reported their environmental impact through CDP. 

In 2018 we saw a record number of 740 cities and regions disclosing to CDP.




A GROWING PROGRAM
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Paris Agreement signed

IPCC 1.5 report is released



Measure and monitor 
progress in meeting the 

Paris Agreement and net-
zero by 2050

Show leadership and 
impact that local 

authorities can achieve

Learn about climate actions 
that are working and best 

practice globally

HOW CDP CAN SUPPORT LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Understand the data gaps 
to understand what 

resource and support is 
needed for local authorities
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UK LOCAL AUTHORITIES ARE STEPPING UP
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19 local authorities disclosed in 2019

 Bath and North East 
Somerset

 BCP Council

 Bradford

 Bristol

 Cambridge

 Cardiff

 Coventry

 Glasgow

 Greater London Authority

 Greater Manchester

 Leicester

 Manchester City Council

 Milton Keynes

 Norwich

 Perth and Kinross

 Plymouth

 Somerset and West 
Taunton

 St. Davids

 Wolverhampton
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Over 250 local authorities in the UK have declared a climate emergency, making measurement and 
transparency more important than ever.
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5 LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN THE UK 
RECEIVED AN A SCORE IN 2019

 105 cities globally received an A 
score across 31 countries, 
representing 170 million people.

 The 5 UK cities who received an A 
score represent 19% of the UK 
population.

 Cities on the A list are taking 3x 
more actions than other disclosing 
cities.

 These cities are leading on 
disclosure and climate action. 
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HOW WE WORK
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Cities improve their 
climate change data

1 2 3 4

5

Cities provide 
data to CDP 

CDP manages data

67

Cities receives new 
cities questionnaire

Cities make 
amendments

CDP and our partners work with 
cities to participate on events, 
advocacy, technical assistance

All public data is made 
available on our
Open Data Portal

Our partners receive data 
through CDP
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INSIGHT FROM DATA DISCLOSED BY UK LOCAL AUTHORITIES
Over 250 local authorities in the UK have declared a climate emergency and we have seeing an increase in 
disclosure, emissions reported, and targets being set. But we need further progress on developing plans and 
implementing actions. We also need to ensure measurement and monitoring is being embedded in local authorities 
climate emergency response. 
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Declared a climate 
emergency

Disclosing to 
CDP

City-wide emissions 
reduction target

Carbon neutral      
/zero carbon target

Climate action 
plan

260+ local authorities 
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19 local authorities 

Representing 25% of 
the UK population

7 local authorities

Representing 19% of 
the UK population

13 local authorities

Representing 23% of 
the UK population

9 local authorities

Representing 20% of 
the UK population

Carbon neutral / zero 
carbon action plan

2 local authorities

Representing 17% of 
the UK population
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ashden and Friends of the Earth, with the support of CDP, have put together an evidence-based list of the most effective actions councils can take on climate. This easy-to-use list highlights the co-benefits for each action, whether it be better health, improved economy, increased equity or resilience. 

The majority of local authorities across the UK have declared a climate emergency following the release of the IPCC 1.5 report, which called for urgent climate action by 2030. As local authorities work to develop their climate action plans, this tool can be used to help prioritize what actions councils can take. However, no action is too big or too small, as every tonne of carbon saved is good for the climate. 



31 Climate Actions for Councils

 These 31 actions are quantified in terms of likely 
carbon savings, approximate cost and co-benefits. 
They also point to examples of best practice around 
the UK.

 Our hypothetical ‘Ashden town’ consists of 100,000 
residents in order that data can be extrapolated to fit 
the size of your town or city. 

 We have looked for real examples of where these 
actions have been implemented, wherever possible, 
and have used the best data we can find but have 
had to make a range of assumptions. 

 More information about the methodology and 
sources of information for each action can be found 
on the ‘Actions’ tab of the excel spreadsheet. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These 31 actions are quantified in terms of likely carbon savings, approximate cost and co-benefits. They also point to examples of best practice around the UK.
Because one size does not fit all, our hypothetical ‘Ashden town’ consists of 100,000 residents in order that data can be extrapolated to fit the size of your town or city. We have looked for real examples of where these actions have been implemented, wherever possible, and have used the best data we can find but have had to make a range of assumptions. 
More information about the methodology and sources of information for each action can be found on the ‘Actions’ tab of the excel spreadsheet. 




31 Climate Actions for Councils
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have divided the 31 actions into 8 categories which are generally priorities for local councils

Raising money – includes guidance on setting car park levys 
Buildings – includes retrofitting council owned and owner-occupied housing stock to EPC C, 
Transport – replacing existing buses with electric buses




31 Climate Actions for Councils
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Influence your supply chain and procurement policies 

Manchester
Sustainable Procurement Policy

Durham
Sustainable Buying Standard

UK Local Authorities | @CDP

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Supply chain:
Councils spend millions of pounds buying good and services; they can ensure that their suppliers are doing everything they can to minimise their carbon pollution. 

Manchester City Council Sustainable Procurement Policy https://www.manchester.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/12742/sustainable_procurement_policy_document.doc

Procurement
When equipment is purchased, making sure it's the most energy efficient type will cut carbon emissions; for example, A-rated computer screens. 

More efficient appliances don't always cost more money and if they do, they will usually pay for themselves quickly. 

Durham County Council http://www.durham.gov.uk/media/7909/Sustainable-Buying-Standard-Electrical-Equipment/pdf/SustainableBuyingStandardForElectricalEquipment.pdf



31 Climate Actions for Councils
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Invest in renewable energy projects

Greater London Authority
London Power

Warrington
Solar Farm
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Renewable energy in the local plan

Most councils could dramatically increase the amount of renewable energy generation in their area. Average renewable capacity for a district council like our town is around 32MW, whereas the 'best in class' has 172MW.  Increasing renewable capacity depends on finding suitable sites; 1MW of wind capacity requires 25-64 acres of land, whereas 1MW of solar PV requires around 4 acres.  (However, solar PV has a lower 'capacity factor' than wind, meaning three times as much solar capacity would be required to generate the same amount of energy as wind.) 

The Mayor of London has launched London Power with Octopus Energy to offer citizens 100% renewable sources for the electricity and gas. Many Londoners struggle to pay their fuel bills so London Power aims to provide affordable clean energy at a fair low price.

Invest in renewable energy project

Investing in a solar farm and energy storage will provide clean power when it's needed. Figures are based on a project led by Warrington Council. 

https://www.theengineer.co.uk/warrington-solar-project/



31 Climate Actions for Councils
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Take actions that also have co-benefits for your citizens

Norwich
Goldsmith Street

Nottingham
Sustainable transport measures
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Council owned homes to EPC C

Improving the energy efficiency of council owned homes would cut carbon as well as reducing fuel poverty and improving health.  The government has set a target of all homes being improved to Energy Performance Certificate C by 2035; an average town of 100,000 would have 2,862 council owned homes. 

Electric buses

Replacing diesel buses with electric ones will cut carbon and also improve air quality. Figures are taken from the Nottingham 'electric bus project' and are calculated on the basis of replacing 45 buses. 

Nottingham (Ashden case study), https://www.ashden.org/winners/nottingham 




SUMMARY

 Disclosure is vital to ensure local 
authorities are being transparent about 
the actions they are taking and tracking 
progress to their targets

 While many cities have set ambitious 
targets, we need to see this followed 
through with ambitious plans but also the 
implementation of actions 

 The ‘31 actions for local councils’ guide 
to help inform and prioritize actions for 
climate plans

 CDP’s disclosure platform will open in 
April 
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Contact:       Simeran Bachra
Cities, States and Regions Manager 

Email: Simeran.Bachra@cdp.net

Thank you !

CONTACT CDP
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