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One of your roles as a supervisor is to help your student become a good academic writer. This 
means showing the student how writing happens and guiding them through the process.

Explain that it’s about reading 
and writing, not reading or 
writing

When most students start their PhD, they tend 
to get lost in the literature. They read and read 
and read, but are reluctant to write. In fact, 
they will often tell you that they have nothing 

to write about. But, of course, they could write 
about what they have been reading. 

You can use the following list to encourage 
your student to start writing. As they read an 
article, especially key articles in the discipline, 
get them to answer and write about the 
following questions.

How do you support writing?

Critical reading

QUESTIONS TO ANSWER AS YOU READ

What is the hypothesis?

What is the method? Is it rigorous? Appropriate 
sample sizes? Do the results support the conclusions?

What are the key findings?

How does this paper support/contradict other work 
in the field?

How does it support/contradict/inform your own 
approach?

How significant/important is this research? What 
special contribution does it make?

Is this research repeating existing approaches or 
making a new contribution? 

What are the strengths?

What are weaknesses and limitations?
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