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The Neolithic
(Ne-o-lith-ic)
When was it?
 4000-2400 BC. This means it started 6000 years ago, and ended 4400 years ago!
Neolithic fact file
· The Neolithic was 1600 years long, and began at the end of the Mesolithic.
· In the Neolithic, people started farming for the first time ever!
· Neolithic people started keeping certain types of animals, and growing plants for food. But, they also ate wild plants and animals.
What you need to know by the end of this activity!
Remember, it is your group’s job to tell the rest of the class about the Mesolithic, so make sure you know:
1. The name of the prehistoric period you have been looking at 
2. The dates that your period begins and ends, so you can mark it on the timeline
3. 1-2 interesting facts about your period


[image: ]Your activity:
If you were one of the first farmers living in the Neolithic, what types of plants and animals were you growing and keeping for food? Find out in this task!
Step 1
You have been given a set of cards with different types of plants and animals which can be eaten.  Spread these out on your desk, with the pictures facing up (do not look at the other side yet!).
Step 2
Try to put your cards into three groups: plants and animals you would have on your farm in the Neolithic, plants and animals you could have found in the wild, and plants and animals that were not found in the Neolithic at all. 
Step 3 
Once you have made your three groups, turn each card over and see if you were right. Are you surprised by any of the answers?
Step 4 (extension task)  
If you have finished, think about what you ate last night and where it has come from. How much of what you ate do you think you could have eaten in the Neolithic?
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