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The Iron Age
When was it?
800 BC to 43 AD. This means it started 2,200 years ago, and ended about 1,950 years ago.
Iron Age fact file
· Iron Age people were experts in a wide range of craft activities, including woodworking, pottery, cloth making and metalworking! 
· The Iron Age was the first time people started using coins in Britain.
· Iron Age people made huge ‘hillforts’. Archaeologists once thought these were used to defend communities against attackers, but now experts think they were important places where people gathered and traded.What you need to know by the end of this activity!
Remember, it is your group’s job to tell the rest of the class about the Iron Age, so make sure you know:
1. The name of the prehistoric period you have been looking at 
2. The dates that your period begins and ends, so you can mark it on the timeline
3. 1-2 interesting facts about your period



[image: ]Your activity: 
If you were an Iron Age child living in Britain, winters would be cold, and you would need warm clothes. But where do you think these clothes came from? Find out in this task!
Step 1
You have been given a set of cards with different Iron Age people on each one. Give one of these cards to each person in the group.
Step 2
Turn your card over, and read what your person does, what things they need to do their job, and what they can give other people. Once you know what you do, tell everyone else in the group who you are, and what you do.
Step 3
Every person can give something that someone else in the group needs-you need to find the person who can give you what you need to do your job (unless you are the shepherd – the story begins with you!). This should make one long chain, starting with the ‘shepherd’ and ending with the ‘children’!
Step 4 (extension task) 
Write down the whole process, then draw a picture of yourself as your Iron Age person, showing your job in the story of Iron Age clothes!
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