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The context: 
The importance of providing the opportunity for the public to inform, use and / or add value to research looking at a particular disease is well understood - it is possible to see a tangible connection between translational / clinical research and public contribution. However, to involve public contributors with basic, or fundamental stage research, the link is often somewhat tenuous. The link is crucial so that the future direction of basic research takes account of public need and interests and allows the opportunity to raise new research questions for the future.
 
In the interest of trying to address this, create new opportunities and lead the way in the bridging the gap between public and patient involvement and engagement with basic research, two Manchester-based research institutes* who focus on the immune system, inflammation and the scaffolding that holds our bodies together have teamed up to test if we can use creative practice to explore this challenge.
 
The Challenge: How do we include public contributors in basic research in a way that is mutually beneficial?
 
Aim: To test if we can use creative practice to bring researchers and public contributors together to shape and plan how we do public and patient engagement and involvement with basic science. 
 
How: Invite researchers and public contributors to a neutral space to share motivations / experiences / challenges to inform how to progress with PPIE with basic science. 
 
Who: The session will be chaired by Public Programmes Manager, Ceri Harrop, facilitated by creative practitioners, Jana Wendler and Sally Gilford, and supported by Centre Support Manager Fiona Foster.
 
Where: The Old Abbey Taphouse, Guildhall Close, Manchester Science Park, M15 6SY
 
When: 20th November 2019 from 10am-2pm. 
 
Transport costs to and from the venue can be covered and a buffet lunch will be provided.
 
This is a focussed workshop looking at what the value of public engagement with basic science is, exploring what would work for both public contributor and researchers and how we might forge ongoing partnerships that are genuine, useful and beneficial to all parties.  We are really excited to test out something that, to our knowledge, has not been done in PPIE before and hopefully pave the way for successful public-researcher partnerships going forward. 
 
We realise that this short notice, but please consider this opportunity carefully, share with anyone you might think would be interested in this and get back to Ceri (email: ceri.harrop@manchester.ac.uk, or telephone: 07899025111) if you are interested in getting involved. 

