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From ancient to modern worlds

The session A church in the workshop explored Pompeian
officinae—workshops that also served as domestic spaces for
the inhabitants who worked and lived in them. We looked at a
small workshop in the insula of the Menander and considered
how Paul’s metaphor of the human body in 1 Cor 12:12—-27
might be heard by a Christian group meeting in such a place.
Whether by choice or by economic or logistical necessity, some
Christian groups continue to use spaces that need significant
adapting for group meetings.

Example modern church

St Anne’s House and Chapel meets in a
converted garage of a terrace house. Both
structures are privately owned by the church’s
minister. The congregation is small but highly
active and ethnically diverse. It meets for daily
prayer and on Sundays. It ministers to students,
people with addictions, in prison and in hospital
(Cooper & Goodhew 2017).

Questions
» What similarities and differences are there between this space and the Roman workshop?

» What effects might meeting in a converted space like a garage and house have on a group? How
might it affect the group’s various ministries?

» How might meeting in this space affect potential new members? What obstacles or
opportunities might it present?

» How might these effects compare to the effects of meeting in a
workshop for first-century Jesus-worshippers?

» How would members of the modern church group interpret the
issues of 1 Cor 12:12—27, with regard to relationships within the
group?

» What issues might the ancient scenario raise for managing
support within new forms of church?
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