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The aims of this visit are to see the law in context, observe court proceedings and lawyers in this environment.

Intended Learning Outcomes

By the end of the visit you should:
· Understand how the Crown Court operates
· Be able to reflect on the variety issues of professionalism that were observed
· Begin to understand some of the duties a lawyer owes to their client and the court

The skills that you will be developing as a result of this visit are:

· Understanding of law in context
· Note taking
· Effective listening
· Communication: written and oral
· Reflective practice 

What to do:

Reading

https://www.theguardian.com/law/2015/feb/18/law-students-courtroom-visits 
provides information on the usefulness of a court visit 

https://www.gov.uk/courts  
provides information on the criminal court structure

https://www.judiciary.uk/about-the-judiciary/the-justice-system/court-structure/ 
provides information on the court structure 

Preparation

· Do the reading above in order to familiarise yourself with the criminal court structure and in particular look at the differences between the Magistrates’ Court and the Crown Court and the types of cases that each court would have jurisdiction to hear. 
· Consider what is meant by an offence “triable either way” and what factors might make a defendant choose one court over the other.
· Give some consideration to what you expect to experience at court. Try to remove any preconceptions you may have from watching Judge Judy, Rumpole of the Bailey or any other TV courtroom drama the likes of which may have inspired you to study for a degree in law! 

Details about the visit

You should do this at any point before you enroll at the university on to your degree programme but if you are not based in England and Wales, there will be time to do this after you arrive and settle in to Manchester.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
You should arrange to visit a Crown Court for either a morning or an afternoon session.  This should be a court of your choice near to your home but a list of addresses of regional Crown Courts and a link to the court and tribunal finder is listed here. 
Remember that there is limited space in the public galleries of courts and if you choose to visit popular courts you could be turned away if there is insufficient room in the public gallery, you should plan accordingly and allow plenty of time for your visit.

https://courttribunalfinder.service.gov.uk/courts/

Manchester Crown Courts:
· Crown Square, Manchester, M3 3FL Tel 0161 954 1800 (Parking for Crown Square is available on Gartside Street) 
· Minshull Street, Aytoun Street, Manchester, M1 3FS Tel 0161 954 7500 (near to Piccadilly) 

Other courts nearby:
· Chester Crown Court, The Castle, Chester, CH1 2AN Tel 01244 317606
· Bolton Crown Court, Blackhorse Street, Bolton BL1 1SU Tel 01204 392881

It is a good idea to ring first to let them know you are coming and check they are open on the day you plan to visit.

During the visit

You are advised to see either a plea, trial or a sentencing hearing. When you get to the Crown Court, check the court lists in the main hall to find out what is going on in each courtroom. Ask at the reception if you need help in finding one of these types of hearing.

When you go into the courtroom make sure that you are not interrupting a hearing. Wait for a gap in the proceedings before going in – the court usher (this person is likely to be wearing a black gown and moving between the courtroom and the corridor getting people in order) will help you if you are not sure when you can enter the courtroom. You are advised to introduce yourself to the court usher and explain whom you are and why you will be making notes during the hearing. They should then be able to give you permission. If the usher objects to you taking notes, please explain clearly that you are a law student and the notes are solely for use in your studies and then suggest (politely and respectfully!) that they ask the judge whether he/she objects to your note taking. N.B. You must not electronically record the hearing in any way. The usher can also tell you what is coming up next in the court. You should not need reminding that you must behave appropriately at all times when in court – you are there as a University of Manchester Law School student and we expect you to conduct yourself in a way that will reflect well on us.

Sit in the public gallery and make sure that your phone is switched off. Dress reasonably smartly (avoid jogging bottoms, hoodies and sportswear) and do not wear a cap. Remember you are an ambassador of the University of Manchester Law School.

Courtrooms are serious places and the issues being heard are extremely important to the parties involved so please be respectful at all times and do not treat their legal issues as entertainment. 

You may find it useful to draw a sketch plan of the courtroom including the following features:
· Judges bench
· Advocates seating
· Clerk’s bench
· Jury box
· Dock
· Witness Box
· Public Gallery


You should make notes on the following:

1	Details of visit
· Date and time attended
· Full name and number of court visited
· Summarise the type of cases or procedures observed (e.g. guilty / not guilty plea, trial, remand for pre-sentence reports, sentence)

2	Court characteristics, decorum and etiquette

· The surroundings, ambience and layout of the court.
· The symbol behind the judge. 
· The different court personnel, their roles and attire.
· The ceremonies, traditions and formalities of the court.
· The language of the courtroom and how the lawyers address the Judge, the other side and any witnesses.

After the visit

Prepare answers to the following tasks and bring them along to your first Legal Systems and Skills lecture in the week commencing 23rd September 2019.

Exercise 1 

Using the notes you have made from the court visit consider the following:

1 How do you think that the surroundings, ambience and layout of the court affect the communication between the parties?
2 Where did the solicitors and barristers sit and why do they sit in these places? 
3 Do the defence and prosecution always sit in the same place? Do you think there is a reason for where they sit?
4 Were the dock and the judge’s bench raised higher than other parts of the court? If so, why do you think this is the case?
5 What does the motto on the symbol behind the judge mean and why is it there?
6 What are the roles of all the different court personnel you saw?

Exercise 2

N.B. There is a duty on any advocate appearing before a court to act with independence in the interests of justice and to comply with professional rules of conduct. This duty to the court takes priority over all other duties e.g. to the client. 

1 Having observed the ceremonies, traditions and formalities in court, consider what function and purpose these formalities serve. List and consider at least three of your observations.

(For example “dressing the court” is the idea that the Prosecution and Defence posts in the court should always be manned whilst the judge is sitting. Why do you think this is done?)

2 You will have noticed barristers bowing in court. When do they do this and why?

3 Consider why the judges and barristers wear wigs and robes. Do you think they have the desired effect?

4 Consider the wider implications surrounding the language used in the courtroom. 

Exercise 3 

Write an extract from the perspective of a defendant appearing in the Crown Court you visited. You could write this as if it were a diary entry of one of the defendants you observed after his/her court appearance. In your extract include their perceptions on many of the issues discussed above in Exercises 1 and 2 and the effect you think this would have had on the defendant’s personal experience. This should be a piece of reflective writing from the perspective of the accused.

N.B. All of these exercises are for discussion only and will not be handed in or marked. 



