Personal research expectation plan (PREP) and discipline specific guidelines for publication

Background
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Humanities Research Strategy Committee (HRSC) in Sep 2015 requested the development of “discipline specific publication guidelines” in schools, related to annual conversations with staff around the PREP form. 

Approach 
In AMBS, divisions discussed scholarly outputs with a view of discipline specific publication ambitions. The idea was not to develop guidelines as prescriptions in the sense of “must or must not publish” or impose a singular view about which journals are best. Rather, to support and provide guidance to staff to help in planning papers and shape ambitions within and between disciplines. 

This supportive ambition was seen as particularly pertinent for early career researchers, in learning and appreciating tacit knowledge and experience related to the standing of publication outputs. The starting question was “Which journal outlets carry particular esteem in your domain, if you get published in them”? 
AMBS journal list
Rather than starting with a blank sheet, we draw on the raw-data of a meta-ranking by Tüselmann et al. (2016) that contains various rankings (see spreadsheet). These rankings may be interesting to highlight the relative standing of journals within a set of other rankings or when aggregating these rankings. There is clearly not a complete correspondence between status of journal in such lists and the quality of any individual paper that it publishes; nonetheless there are clearly some journals which are more highly regarded than others (and where publication might be particularly helpful for less experienced colleagues moving through probation, or seeking promotion).

Hence, the AMBS journal list outlines these specific publication ambitions and operationally does this in the context of within- and between-subject area publication targets. 


· Note: The file “AMBS-JList-v20161108.xlsx” (latest version of the discipline specific guidelines) is available on the AMBS research services intranet. 
https://intranet.mbs.ac.uk/Services/ResearchSupport/tabid/77/Default.aspx 
· Tüselmann, Heinz, Rudolf R. Sinkovics, and Grigory Pishchulov (2016), "Revisiting the standing of international business journals in the competitive landscape," Journal of World Business, 51 (4), 487-498. (DOI: 10.1016/j.jwb.2016.01.006). http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jwb.2016.01.006
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