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Since the results of the REF2014 were announced in December 2014, there have been a number of 
articles and presentations published which provide advice on what to bear in mind when writing a winning 
impact case study. This short guide highlights the key reference materials that were used when writing How 
to Guide No. 3: Characteristics of a good REF 2014 impact case study. 

 
Reviewers will be looking for an articulate, well-written and interesting story, with strong 
underpinning research, a clear explanation of how the research results brought about change, 
effect or benefit and a clear account of the reach and significance of the impact. 

 

 

Suggested reading 
 

 

 Katy McKen, as published in  “ Research  Im pact  Case  St udies  T ips  f or  Success”  
by Chris O’Brien, August 2015 

 
 Mark Read “How to write a winning research impact case study”, October 2015 

 

 Stephanie Swain, “Impact Case Studies: Lessons learned from REF2014” 
 

 Jane Tinkler, London School of Economics ”Writing a REF Impact Case Study”, December 2012 
 
 

 Natalie Wall, Middlesex University “Distinguishing between a   4* and 3* Impact Case Study in REF 

2014”, April 2016 
 

 Steven Hill, Head of Research Policy at HEFCE, “Research impact: learning lessons from the REF”, 

November 2015 
 

 Helena Lenihan, University of Limerick, “Guide To Preparing A Research Impact Case Study” 
 

Contacts 
 

The KE & Impact Officers are able to advise on all things impact-related: 
 

• Denise Davidson (School of Health; Medicine Divisions of Diabetes, Endocrinology & 
Gastroenterology; Medical Education [incl. CHSTM]; Cancer Sciences) 
denise.davidson@manchester.ac.uk, 0161 306 0528 

 

• Lauren Tempelman (School of Biology; Medicine Divisions of Cardiovascular Sciences; Dentistry; 
Developmental Biology & Medicine) lauren.tempelman@manchester.ac.uk, 0161 275 7657 
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https://www.bulletin.co.uk/31441/research-impact-case-studies-tips-success-assessors/
http://www.fasttrackimpact.com/%23!How-to-write-a-winning-research-impact-case-study/hmlp3/564dfb3f0cf28679553fcccf
http://www.research.vet.cam.ac.uk/staff-information/impact/useful-documents/impact-recommendations-v3.pdf
https://issuu.com/lseimpactblog/docs/rv_writing_a_ref_impact_case_study_1_dec_2012
https://mdximpact.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/ref-report.pdf
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