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The Big Questions!
Student Transitions: Belonging and Connectedness
Wednesday 3rd July, Venue: Crowne Plaza, Booth Street West

	Time
	Session
	Speaker

	09.00 
	Registration and coffee with an opportunity for networking before the conference starts.

	
09.20 – 09.30
	
Welcome and Introduction 
	Simon Merrywest, Director for the Student Experience

	
09.30 – 10.10
	Becoming a student: the transition from School to University
Starting at University is full of new experiences and marks the start of a new and exciting chapter. However, many students feel anxious about such a big life change, and struggle with the initial transition. This session looks at how we build excitement and aspiration while balancing their wellbeing and expectations.
 
	Jennifer Boden and Marieke Mollitt, Student Communications and Marketing

	10.10 – 10.20
	Part 1 - DSE – who are we and what do we do? 
This interactive quiz will test your existing knowledge of the DSE. 

	

	10.20 – 11.00
	Living independently: Expectations vs Reality
Find out how we support our students as they move from living at home to living in our University Halls; this session will also cover what our students think is important in their new accommodation.

	Paul Burns and Brendon Jones, Division of Residential and Sports Services

	11.00 – 11.10
	Part 2 - DSE – who are we and what do we do? 

	

	11.15 – 11.30
	Refreshments break

	

	11.30 – 11.40
	Final Round - DSE – who are we and what do we do? 

	

	11.40 – 12.20

	Welcome to Manchester: What is it really like studying in a new country?
Homesickness, language barriers, cultural differences, the pressure to adapt to new styles of teaching. These are just some of the issues facing our International Students.

	Karen Badat, International Relations

	12.20 – 13.00
	Town and Gown: what is the Manchester Experience?
Every year thousands of students move out of University accommodation and into the local community. How do we create strong relationships with the local community; how do we create the culture of good neighbours?

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Cooper Healy and Poppy Humphrey
Manchester Student Homes

	13.00 – 13.05
	Wrap up and conclusions
	Simon Merrywest, Director for the Student Experience

	13.05 onwards
	Lunch with an opportunity for networking after the conference finishes.
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