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Prospective Undergraduate Dental Students, Oral Health Students and Midwifery Students
Screening for Blood Borne Viruses
Training to be a dentist, dental therapist/hygienist, or midwife involves what are known as Exposure Prone Procedures (EPP).  These are activities where, in the case of an accident, there is the potential for your blood or body fluids to come in contact with a patient.  As a result, all potential dental/oral health sciences/midwife students are required to undergo screening for blood borne viruses (Hepatitis B and C, and HIV) prior to their place at the School being confirmed.  In the event of a positive test the decision regarding medical fitness will depend on viral load/treatment etc. and this will discussed individually.

For your convenience, the Dental and Midwifery Schools has entered into an arrangement with Spire Healthcare Pathology Services to undertake the tests. You will find a comprehensive list of the laboratories and contact details on the Spire website. www.spirehealthcare.com. You are asked to arrange an appointment as soon as possible in order to minimise any delay in the selection process.  Please ensure you complete the enclosed form and take it together with this letter to your appointment.   You will also need to take with you photographic evidence of your identity (e.g. passport/driving licence with photo ID)

PLEASE NOTE: 
· The Dental and Midwifery Schools will be responsible for the laboratory charges. The results of the tests will be sent from the laboratory to the Occupational Health department at the University of Manchester and will be confidential.  No details will be passed on to the School other than a medical recommendation on fitness to pursue the course.  Your GP will not routinely be informed of your tests or results.

· In the case of a positive result you will be contacted personally by Occupational Health to discuss matters further and arrange for appropriate referral and support locally to you.

· We recognise that undergoing tests for blood borne viruses may give rise to anxiety.  You may be at increased risk of HIV, Hepatitis B or C if you have had unprotected sex, particularly with men who have sex with other men, people who come from areas where these infections are very common including sub-Saharan Africa and parts of Southeast Asia, if you have injected drugs or had a sexual partner who did, or if you received blood products prior to 1985.  You may wish to have these tests prior to attending Spire at a confidential Genitourinary Medicine clinic (particularly if you think you may have been at risk) and confidentially discuss any queries or concerns about HIV and sexual health in general. The details of your local clinic can be obtained from the BASHH website:  http://www.bashh.org/directory.htm

· If you have any questions, queries or wish to discuss any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Occupational Health at The University of Manchester (Tel: 0161 275 2858).
_______________________________
Dr Rashid Bani MBBS 
Occupational Physician
The University of Manchester
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Prospective Dental/Oral Health Students/Midwifery Students
Please complete this form and take it with you to your appointment with Spire Healthcare Pathology Services

You will need to take with you photographic evidence of identity (e.g. passport/driving licence with photo ID) in order for the Spire to undertake an IDENTIFIED VALIDATED SAMPLE (IVS)

Screening for Blood Borne Viruses:
Hepatitis B (surface antigen), Hepatitis C antibodies; HIV antibodies
	
I consent to the tests as indicated

	YES / NO 
circle preferred option

	
Signature:		_______________________________________________

	
Full Name: 		_______________________________________________

	
Date of Birth:		_______________________________________________

	
Contact Address: 	_______________________________________________

			_______________________________________________

			_______________________________________________


	
Telephone Nos:	Landline  	____________________________________
					
		Mobile		____________________________________

	
What is your preferred method of contact in the event of a positive test?

Mobile phone call / call to landline / letter                  (circle preferred option) 

	
In the event of being unable to contact you directly can we contact your GP
	
YES / NO
circle preferred option


	If YES: Please provide 

Name:		___________________________________________________

Address:	___________________________________________________

		___________________________________________________

Tel No:		___________________________________________________



THE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER WILL PAY FOR THESE BLOOD TESTS –
DO NOT TAKE PAYMENT FROM THE PROSPECTIVE STUDENT
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