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Policy impact - Identifying Audiences and 

Opportunities 



• Supporting ‘research into policy’, by boosting knowledge and 
skills internally. 

 

• Opening up new opportunities for impact – relationship 
building. 

 

• Acting as a beacon for external policy audiences – demand-
led and responsive. 

 

Our focus 





• Select Committees 

• Blogging 

• Briefings/Publications 

• Events 

• Ad hoc opportunities 
 

 

Engagement 



Select Committees  

What is a Select Committee?  

 

• Regular opportunities to submit evidence 

• Good experience and profile 

• Government required to respond to report – may shift policy. 

 

Impact from Policy@Manchester  
 

A working group of academics from within the Faculty of 

Humanities submitted a collaborative response to the  

House of Lords Committee on Citizenship and Civic 

Engagement's call for evidence. 



Blogging 

Impact from Policy@Manchester 

  
Tarani Chandola’s blog examined if any job is better for 

your health than being unemployed.  

 

His research was cited in a speech by Jeremy Corbyn at 

the TUC conference and picked up by national media. 

 

• Policy recommendations that could help 

understand/address a problem. 

• Example(s) of successful best practice 

elsewhere in the world, that could be 

adopted. 



Briefings/Publications  
 

• Front loaded – conclusions at the start 

 

• Make recommendations 

 

• Solutions not problems 

 

• Know your audience 
 

 

 



Evidence Week  





#LetsTalkLynch 









• Variety of potential policy audiences; with different 

responsibilities, interests & needs 

 

• Make sure your ‘supply’ is tailored to their ‘demand’ 

 

• Monitor for reactive opportunities 

 

• Seek proactive opportunities – build relationships 

 

• Use the support that’s out there! 

Over to you…  


