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Existing data Data processing: National Confidential 
Inquiry into Suicide and Safety in Mental 

Health (NCISH) 
Data Controller: HQIP/NHSE 
Data Processor: NCISH/RQIA 

Organisations/data linkage 
 

 

Datasets: National Confidential 
Inquiry into Suicide and Safety in 

Mental Health (NCISH) 
Data Controller: HQIP/NHSE 

Data Processor: NCISH 

Outputs 
Anonymised and aggregated 

     
Vital Statistics mortality data 
Controllers: Office for National 
Statistics (England & Wales) 
National Records of Scotland 
(Scotland) 
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

Peer-reviewed articles 
Anonymised and 
Aggregated 
 

Annual Report 
Anonymised and 
Aggregated 

Homicide Index 
Controller: Home Office (England 
& Wales) 
Scottish Courts and Tribunals 
Service 
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

Police National Computer 
Controller: PNC Information 
Access Panel 
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

Trust data requests and 
Safety Scorecards (to 
Medical Director only) 
Anonymised and 
Aggregated 
Small numbers; 
Suppressed 

NCISH process suicide data and send to 
NHS Trusts 
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

NHS Trusts identify contact before 
suicide and responsible consultant 
psychiatrist 
Exempt from National Data Opt-Out 
Identifiable; Sensitive 

NOTES; 
Green = Identifiable (Section 251 
approval) 
Blue = Pseudonymised 
Purple = Anonymised 
Red = Anonymised and Aggregated 
Pink = National Data Opt-Out 
exempt/applied by NHS trust 
 

NCISH send England and Wales 

Homicide Index data to Greater 

Manchester Police to identify alias 

names and addresses, and antecedents 

from PNC Identifiable; Sensitive 

  

NCISH develop statistical tables 
and outputs 
Anonymised and Aggregated 
 NCISH send Homicide data to NHS 

Trusts to identify mental health contact 
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

Medical records 
Controller: NHS Trusts 
Pseudonymised 

NCISH send link to suicide questionnaire 
to Consultant Psychiatrist  
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

Consultant Psychiatrist completes 
suicide questionnaire, removes name  
Pseudonymised 

NHS Trusts identify mental health 
contact before homicide 
National data opt-out applied 
Identifiable; Sensitive 

NCISH send link to homicide 
questionnaire to Consultant Psychiatrist  
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

Consultant Psychiatrist completes 
homicide questionnaire, removes 
name  
Pseudonymised 

Information from questionnaire 
database transferred to homicide 
database using unique identifier: 
database does not contain 
identifying information  
Pseudonymised 
 

Psychiatric reports 
Controller: HM Court Service 
Identifiable; Sensitive 

 

NCISH obtains psychiatric reports from 
HM Court Service for perpetrators of 
homicide with or without contact with 
mental health services  
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

NCISH extracts data from the 
psychiatric reports 
Pseudonymised 

NCISH extracts data from the 
antecedents provided by Greater 
Manchester Police Pseudonymised 

Greater Manchester Police identify 

alias names and addresses for 

homicide offenders in England and 

Wales, and provide antecedents for 

homicide offenders in England only                               

Identifiable; Sensitive 

Information from questionnaire 
database transferred to suicide 
database using unique identifier: 
database does not contain identifying 
information  
Pseudonymised 
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RQIA process suicide data and send to 
HSC Trusts in Northern Ireland 
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

HSC Trusts identify contact before 
suicide and responsible consultant 
psychiatrist 
Identifiable; Sensitive 

RQIA send link to questionnaire to 
Consultant Psychiatrist  
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

Consultant Psychiatrist completes 
questionnaire, removes name  
Pseudonymised 

Vital Statistics mortality Data 
Controller:  
Northern Ireland Statistics and 
Research Agency 
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

NCISH link Home Office homicide data 
and ONS suicide data to identify cases 
of homicide followed by suicide 
Identifiable; Sensitive 

NCISH send link to homicide suicide 
questionnaire to Consultant Psychiatrist  
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

Consultant Psychiatrist completes 
homicide suicide questionnaire, 
removes name  
Pseudonymised 

Consultant Psychiatrist who 
completed suicide questionnaire 
informs NCISH the patient had 
committed homicide  
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

Police forces inform NCISH of cases of 
homicide followed  
by suicide  
Identifiable; Sensitive 
 

Information from questionnaire 
database transferred to homicide 
suicide database using unique 
identifier: database does not 
contain identifying information  
Pseudonymised 
 


