Minutes 14 December 2017

The University of Manchester

School of Law

Research Strategy Group

MINUTES

14th December 2017
Present:
Professor Chris Thornhill (Chair), Professor David Gadd, Ms Hazel Carty, Dr Shavana Musa, Mr Neil Cobb, Mrs Jill Sambrook 

Attended for item 1: Leanne Munroe


Attended for item 8: Gilly Rendle and Louise Gorton 
Apologies: 
Neville Harris (Neil Cobb to rep ManReg)

Prof Yenkong Hodu

Dr Simona Giordano/Soren Holm


Mrs Paula Dalzell
1. Knowledge Exchange and Impact – Leanne Munroe

This committee and the DoR would like to formally thank Leanne for all of her work and support. 
Reported

REF Decisions on Impact Cases

· The school will need 6 impact cases for 2021, an increase of 1 since 2014 (when we needed 5). 
· Impact will now account for 25% of the overall mark (an increase from 20% in 2014).
· There will be no separate impact statement this time; this will be incorporated into the environment statement. 
· Underpinning research is non-portable and must be minimum 2*.
· We are still uncertain about whether there needs to be linear, direct links between individual outputs and impacts.
· Impacts on teaching and pedagogy within submitting institutions are eligible.
· More information will be published in 2018.

Annual REF Exercise

· The University have asked us to complete a reporting exercise on our developing REF impact cases. We have to complete a template for each case and submit to the University by April 20th.
· Leanne Munroe will organise this exercise in the school and contact the case authors directly to complete the templates. The school deadline will be the end of March.
· The University will provide training on ‘what is a 4* impact case’ (date TBC) which LM and CT will attend and cascade down to hubs / case study authors. 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 28 September 2017 (papers attached #1)
Agreed
The minutes as presented were approved.
3. Matters arising

Noted: 
Two points to note in relation to 6.1 of the previous minutes;
1. DoR noted that it was previously thought each academic would require a minimum of 1 submission per person- this still stands. However, the overall per capita submission is higher than expected at 2.5 submissions. This means the school will have to submit 30-35 more papers than expected. In order to meet the target this means 38 4* are required. The aim would be to have 25% at 4* and 75% at 3* which is a difficult target to reach. 
2. DoR noted we are still waiting for the REF Readiness Report after the meeting that took place late November/early December. This should provide more information on a faculty action plan. 
4. Update from Humanities Research Strategy Meeting held 11th Oct & 6th Dec 2017
4.1 Research hubs – knowledge transfer and policy impact.
Reported
A request was made for the hub leads to document hub impacts by keeping some sort of internal memory of these activities. DoR believes we already do this in the hub’s annual reporting. 
4.2 Open Access.

Reported
DoR reported that there is a small amount of money available from the library for Open Access.

Agreed
It was agreed this extra pot of funding was best used for impact cases and that money left in the school funds would be to support top journal articles. 

Action 
Paula to circulate this information
5. Update from PGR Director

Reported
DoR stressed again the 2 points in matters arising. Law had the faculty review for REF, but are yet to receive the report. Ref guidelines are out now and are broadly as expected except the publication numbers. More details about REF will be released in summer 2018 and again in January 2019. 
6. Grant Writer Scheme
Reported
There are funds available for Grant Writer support. Paula put together draft guidelines and a template for applying for this funding. The deadline is the 1st of February 2018. 

Agreed
These funds will, when possible, be used for early career researchers.
Action 
DoR will send out the guidelines and template to apply for this funding before Christmas. 
7. Equality and Diversity

None 

8. RRE Presentation – Gilly Rendle/Louise Gorton
Reported 
Slides attached
A reminder about the 31 January deadline will be circulated again in early January. 
Agreed
DoR stressed it is very important that Law can submit material that has been accepted, but that is yet in print. 

Action
Gilly has agreed to go and look at this and report back as soon possible. 
9. AOB
No other business. 

