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Wellcome Trust Institutional Strategic Support Fund [WT-ISSF]

Cross-Faculty Research Consortia call

The University has been awarded a Wellcome Trust Institutional Strategic Support Fund (ISSF) to support a portfolio of biomedical research activities that harmonises with our research strategy and provides added value to our research activities. A proportion of this grant will be spent on awards fostering cross-Faculty interdisciplinary biomedical research between FBMH, FH (e.g. social sciences) and FSE (e.g. mathematics, physics, chemistry, engineering, materials science, computational sciences).
The purpose of these awards is to pump-prime new ideas that address the important biomedical problems, through collaboration between groups of principal investigators with distinctive skills, for major external funding and to help establish sustainable Centres of Excellence in Manchester. The primary criteria for all awards will be excellence and alignment with areas of strategic importance (Appendix 1). 
The scheme is open to investigators across the University, but must be led by an academic member of staff in FBMH. Applications should be submitted to FBMH domain directors (to ensure ‘fit’ with a strategic priority) who will short-list 1 application per domain to be put forward to the Cross Faculty ISSF Oversight Committee
Overview
· Proposals must be cross-Faculty, be led by an academic member of staff from FBMH, and include investigators from at least one other faculty (FSE, FHum).
· Applications must be aligned to areas of strategic priority (Appendix 1).
· Funding for up to 12 months will be considered.
· Applications for a minimum of £25k up to a maximum of £100k will be considered. The  Fund  will  support  salaries  and  direct  research  costs  (but  not  equipment  or  other  capital investment).
· Proposals must include clear deliverables against which success will be measured and an outline plan for securing substantial collaborative external strategic funding that will sustain Faculty investment.
Application process

· Submission: Applications must be submitted to domain directors by 4pm Monday 20th November 2017.
· Format: max 2 pages of A4 (not including costing template; no annexes), Arial 11 point font with 2.5 cm margins.
· Content (use the following headings): 
· Applicants’ names, Faculty, contribution to the consortium, proposal lead
· Outline of the research topic
· Overview of the strategic importance of the problem/alignment to areas of strategic priority/ how the proposal will deliver outstanding research
· Amount requested (£25-100k), including a breakdown of direct costs in the costing template (Appendix 2). Please contact your research support office for accurate costs. 
· Clear deliverables and explicit plan for future external funding 
· Timeline for the project (12 months max); timeline for securing external funding
· Has the application been submitted to the UMRI 2017 funding panel?















Assessment procedure and post award process
· Applications submitted by the domain directors (1 per domain) will be reviewed by the Cross Faculty ISSF Oversight Committee for funding decisions. 
· The Cross Faculty ISSF Oversight Committee will lead the assessment process (Matt Lambon-Ralph (Chair; UoM Associate Vice-President for Research), Mike Dixon (ISSF co-PI and Associate Dean for Platform Technologies & Infrastructure; FBMH), Neil Hanley (Head of Faculty Fellowship Academy; FBMH), Nigel Hooper (Vice Dean for Research & Innovation; FBMH), Stephen Yeates (Vice Dean for Research; FSE), tbc (Vice Dean for Research; FH); Kay Hodgson (Head of Faculty Research, Postgraduate Research and Business Services).
· Applications will be judged on the following criteria:
· Strategic importance of the problem, alignment to areas of strategic priority in Appendix 1 for delivering innovative solutions to unmet biomedical needs
· Feasibility of the proposed strategy
· Viability of follow-on funding plan for major external competitive awards
· If relevant, plans to involve industry or other external stakeholders
· Successful applicants will be informed following the Oversight Committee meeting, for a 1st January 2018 start date.
· Funds must be spent by 31st December 2018. 
Awardees will be required to submit a progress report at the end of the consortia period to inform the UoM annual report to the Wellcome. All publications benefitting from ISSF funding will be required to acknowledge ISSF funding in the publication. The outcome of all ISSF calls will be published on the intranet: here
Enquiries
· Please direct any enquiries to: Sarah Barton, FBMH Strategic Funding Team (SFT): Sarah.barton@manchester.ac.uk/ 0161 275 5335.
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Appendix 1: Areas of strategic priority

	

The Research Domains have identified strategically important research priorities or opportunities, selected against a range of criteria including: existing/emerging capability; international level leadership; distinctiveness; and significant unmet need (scientific, clinical or societal) aligned to opportunity. These areas will allow for interdisciplinary working, translation to impact, and will provide a focus around which to build strong teams, and nurture, retain and recruit the very best talent available. There is a high expectation that the areas identified will ultimately generate major research income and generate high-impact outputs.  

	Cancer
	Cardiovascular, endocrine & metabolic
	Cell & developmental systems
	Evolution, systems & genomics
	Infection, immunity, inflammation & repair
	Neuroscience & Mental Health
	Platform sciences & technologies
	Population health

	Prevention & early detection of cancer. We will use a targeted, genomic-based approach to identify and study ‘at risk’ populations (e.g. smokers, obesity, COPD, metabolic syndrome) with the aim of earlier detection
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cancer immunology. We will combine and our exploit our strengths in inflammatory disease and cancer biology to study the role of inflammation in the early development of many tumour types
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Living longer with cancer. We will build on the opportunities afforded through DevoManc to study the physical and psychological implications of longer term cancer survival, for the individual (e.g. side effects of chemotherapy, early detection of recurrence), their relatives and for the population & health service as a whole. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cardiovascular disease - mechanisms, treatment and prevention. We will combine our expertise in hypertension, cardiac physiology/ heart failure and human genetics of CVD, and leverage our large population and high local disease prevalence, to establish Manchester as a leading centre for cardiovascular research. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Metabolic and endocrine disorders. We will focus on central mechanisms for metabolic disease and in utero development of endocrine tissues and disorders and build on current translational programmes for type I diabetes, the prevention of diabetic complications and interventions that affect appetite and eating.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Biological clocks and timing. We will bring together researchers studying biological clocks using model organisms to understand the underlying fundamental cellular events, with those attempting to use this knowledge for clinical intervention in human diseases, including diabetes and inflammatory arthritis.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cell matrix biology and regenerative medicine. We will develop new interdisciplinary research programmes from the mechanisms underpinning cell matrix interactions within tissue, to understanding tissue development, stem cell biology and regeneration, through to clinical application, developing engineered tissues utilising novel biomaterials and delivering novel cell and gene therapies for patient benefit.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Antibiotic resistance. We will harness our tremendous research power in evolutionary biology, genomics and bioinformatics and bring this to bear on the huge problem of antimicrobial resistance with access to the vast array of clinical samples collected through the MAHSC partnership.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dynamical evolving systems. We will unite our capabilities in genomics, evolutionary biology with computational science and mathematics, and facilitate the development of novel methods of analysis capable of handling the ever expanding deluge of data being generated in our experimental and model systems.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Computational biology and bioinformatics. We will lead a focussed effort to unite theory and experimentation through integration of computational and mathematical methodologies across the University, to develop novel methodologies for data analysis, and train the next generation of interdisciplinary researchers 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Immunology. We will establish a major research Institute spanning basic science, paediatric, infectious disease, respiratory, dermatology, autoimmunity, cancer, rare diseases, and geriatric and vaccine immunology that will enable us to tackle global unmet need in inflammatory conditions. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Precision medicine. We will build on our strengths in immune-mediated inflammatory diseases and the DevoManc opportunity to establish Manchester as an internationally leading centre for precision medicine and test-bed for the validation and verification of biomarker-based diagnostics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wound healing. We will bring together expertise in nursing, matrix biology, inflammation and regenerative medicine to develop novel inter-disciplinary research activity, aimed at new discoveries in the initiation and treatment of complex, chronic wounds.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brain function. We will combine molecular and cellular approaches with systems and computational neuroscience to develop new interdisciplinary programmes to further our mechanistic understanding of brain function and create new models of neural complexity that may inform studies of disease and ill-health. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Early detection and therapeutic intervention for brain disorders. We will exploit opportunities to improve early intervention for disorders of language, communication and hearing, vision, mental health (incl. psychosis, autism), neurovascular disease (stroke and dementia), neurodegeneration and also in neurooncology
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adoption and implementation for brain disorders and mental health. We will use the opportunities provided by DevoManc to ensure that we are able to swiftly translate our emerging findings in neurodevelopmental and neurological disease and mental health problems into policy and practice to bring early benefit to patients
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Advanced materials in biology, medicine and health. We will develop a major cross-faculty, integrated effort to deliver novel applications of materials to translatable medical technology in application areas such as cancer therapy, new imaging diagnostics, novel medical devices and regenerative medicine and provide a major focal point for engagement with Industry
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Imaging. We will develop an integrated approach to biological, preclinical and clinical imaging and image analysis across Manchester. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Learning health systems. We will combine theoretical with empirical approaches to create a world-leading critical mass of learning health systems research across Manchester’s excellence in healthcare management, social policy, health economics, health services research, medical sociology, psychology and health informatics.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Digital public health and prevention. We will use the rising influence of digital technologies on the health behaviours of individuals and communities and build on our strengths in psychology and health informatics to develop new paths to effective public health intervention and prevention (e.g. tackling obesity) 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Integration of health research methodologies. We will bring together single discipline methodologies such as biostatistics, health economics, health informatics, research software engineering, psychometrics and qualitative methods for studying health behaviours and systems to provide credible career paths and leverage greater insights from our research funding.  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
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Costings template
	
Applications of £25-£100k will be considered. Please contact your Research Support Office for accurate costings.  Proposals funded by UoM under this award will only recover directly incurred costs (not  equipment  or  other  capital investment). Completion of a PanMan form is not necessary. 




Total project costs
	Directly incurred
	Details
	
Cost

	Staff costs
	Click here to enter text.	Click here to enter text.
	Consumables
	Click here to enter text.	Click here to enter text.
	Research facilities
	Click here to enter text.	Click here to enter text.
	Other directly incurred
	Click here to enter text.	Click here to enter text.
	TOTAL 
	
	Click here to enter text.


Submission
I can confirm that this application has the support of the School/Domain.
	This proposal is submitted by Principal Investigator:

	(Print name)
Click here to enter text.
	(Sign here)
Click here to enter text.
	(Date)
Click here to enter text.

	Costs authorised by Research Support Manager/Research Support Officer:

	(Print name)
Click here to enter text.
	(Sign here)
Click here to enter text.
	(Date)
Click here to enter text.
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