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[bookmark: _Ref331663342][bookmark: _Toc331663741]History of PGT Skills Training Programme (Since 2013)

The PGT Skills Training Programme is the successor of the SAGE programme of the School of Arts, Histories and Cultures. SAGE was a series of 10 weekly lectures offered in semester I. Though all MA students were enrolled in this programme, attendance was non-compulsory. Its primary aim was to help MA students develop their capacity to become autonomous scholars through a realistic assessment of their own skills. This included identifying the particular strengths needed to develop a feasible dissertation topic, as well as any additional skills needed to realise one’s wider goals as an MA student. The programme was built upon a 5-point qualification framework that identified ‘autonomy’ (self-direction), ‘collegiality,’ ‘critical questioning,’ ‘crossing boundaries,’ and ‘time management,’ as the key skills necessary to succeed in a PGT programme. Weekly sessions were held on Monday afternoons and included:

1. Introduction: How MAs Work: Ten Things to Remember
2. The Library and its Electronic Resources
3. Creative Thinking and Originality
4. Academic Writing at Postgraduate Level
5. Bibliographies and Referencing: Why they Matter
6. Choosing a Dissertation Topic
7. Making the Most of Local Resources
8. Research Ethics
9. Careers for MAs: Enhancing your Employability
10. Thinking of Doing a PhD? 


When the two schools (Languages, Linguistics, and Cultures and Arts, Histories and Cultures) merged in 2013, the PGT Skills Training Programme created in order to expand and redevelop the SAGE programme for the new School of Arts, Languages and Cultures. The PGT Skills Training Coordinator (STC) role was created by the then Head of the Graduate School, Jerome de Groot, and the then PGT programme director, Abigail Gilmore in order to oversee this expansion and development. The role was subsequently renewed for the 2014/2015, 2015/2016, and 2016/2017 academic years. 


In 2013/2014 the sessions were 32 sessions arranged as follows: 
PGT Skills Training Programme 2015/2016 Final Report
· 


1

· Welcome Week (Getting the Most Out of Your MA)
· 16 Core Sessions: Academic Writing, Library Skills Training, Academic Reading, Research Ethics, Referencing and Plagiarism, Creative Thinking and Originality
· 4 Careers Workshops: CVs and Applications, Job Search Strategies, Speed Networking
· 5 Using Theory Sessions with PGR Students
· 1 Careers Fair
· 6 Optional Skills Training Sessions: So you want to do a PhD?, Social Media Workshop, Digital Content and Communications





In 2014/2015 there were 33 sessions on the following topics: 
· 
· Welcome Week, Getting the Most Out of Your MA
· Library Skills Training
· Academic Writing 
· Referencing and Plagiarism
· Creative Thinking and Originality in Dissertation Writing
· Developing your Online Academic Profile
· Research Ethics
· Using Theory Sessions (9)
· Applying for a PhD
· Academic Reading
· Job Search Strategies
· CVs and Applications
· 2 Careers Fairs













[bookmark: _Ref331663352][bookmark: _Toc331663742]Description of PGT Skills Training Coordinator Role

The Skills Training Coordinator is responsible for scheduling and organising the skills training sessions (core training, theory workshops, career training, and networking opportunities) for postgraduate taught students in SALC. All skills training workshops are organised in conjunction with the Institute for Cultural Practices, as well as the University Library, Alumni Association and Careers Services. In certain circumstances the Coordinator can also provide additional information on workshops, seminars, and training opportunities that are offered on campus. 

Responsibilities and Duties: 
· Plan and schedule the skills training sessions for PGT students in SALC
· Maintain the content of the SALC Blackboard site
· Liaise with university staff to find workshop facilitators and organise events
· Find appropriate venues for these sessions
· Gather feedback and comments from students
· Distribute feedback surveys
· Answer student email queries
· Coordinate programmes in conjunction with the Alumni Association, Careers Services Centre, and University Library 
· Upon the request of a University Department or Student, research and advertise similar relevant training programmes including some of the ICP programme, the Library Training sessions, Careers Fairs and workshops, and Arts Methods workshops
· Coordinate Careers Evenings of former MA alumni for career panels and speed networking events
· Set up registration and attendance for events through the Eventbrite.co.uk website
· Recruit PGR students to facilitate the Using Theory and other workshops

Currently, there are over 40 MA degrees, and 400 students who take part in the programme in the following subject areas: 

PGT Skills Training Programme 2015/2016 Final Report
· 
· Archaeology
· Art History and Visual Studies
· Classics and Ancient History
· Conference Interpreting
· Drama
· English, American Studies and Creative Writing
· History
· Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute
· Intercultural Communication
· Institute for Cultural Practices
· Languages and Cultures
· Linguistics and English Language
· Religions and Theology
· Translation & Interpreting Studies
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[bookmark: _Ref331663382][bookmark: _Toc331663743]Description of 2015/2016 Programme
[bookmark: _Toc331614548][bookmark: _Ref331615763]
This year there were 28 sessions held in semester I, and 24 sessions organised in semester II. This number excludes ICP, Arts Methods, and some Careers Services workshops. These Sessions have included the following:


Semester I: 
· Getting the Most out of your MA
· Library Introductory Talk
· Academic Writing (7)
· Career Drop-in Sessions (6)
· Research Ethics
· So you want to do a PhD?
· Referencing and Plagiarism
· Using Theory Sessions (3) 
· Speed Reading
· Blackboard Support and Questions
· Academic Reading

Semester II:
· Academic Writing (6)
· Research Ethics II
· Using Theory Sessions (8)
· Speed Reading
· Creative Thinking and Originality
· Effective Research Presentations






Since last year the career services has decided to not conduct PGT exclusive workshops due to low-sign up. Instead they have offered their own series of workshops, which have been advertised through this programme. Semester I included a series of workshops for postgraduate students held by Darcey Gillie, as well as Career Drop-in Sessions exclusively for PGT students. Semester II’s sessions were advertised through the Library My Learning Essentials Workshop website, and only a limited number of Career Drop-in Sessions were offered in Semester II. Unfortunately due to low sign-up there were no exclusive PGT career fairs/evenings. 

This year the programme went to a greater effort to advertise additional non-PGT exclusive sessions that may have been of interest to PGT students including sessions on the My Learning Essentials Website, the Atrium Career Drop-in Sessions, a selection of the Arts Methods Sessions, and Careers Fairs and Events. Similar to last year when students find that they cannot attend a session, the PGT Coordinator has attempted to find an alternative or similar session offered on campus. 

The Using Theory Workshop programme was expanded this year to include more overall sessions. Feedback and attendance for these sessions had also increased from the previous year, and feedback remains very positive. In addition the Academic Reading, PhD Workshop, and Effective Presentation Skills Workshop used PGR facilitators this year and were very well attended and successful. 

Advertising of the sessions was done through blackboard announcements, email, the Graduate School Blog and the Graduate School Twitter Account. Posters were unfortunately not created this year due to the lateness of the session scheduling. An easy PDF format of all potentially interesting sessions was also posted on Blackboard this year. 

Though there were some issues with transferring the old blackboard site over to the new 2015/2016 page, media support was able to assist in the redevelopment of the page so that it was updated and fully functional by the end of semester I. 


[bookmark: _Ref331663391][bookmark: _Toc331663744]Table of Session: Semester I
[bookmark: _Toc331614549][bookmark: _Ref331615801]
	Date
	Title
	Facilitator

	23/09/15
	Getting the most out of your MA
	David Brown

	01/10/15
	Library Introductory Talk
	Rosemary Goodier and Michael Stevenson

	06/10/15
	ICP Introductory Lecture
	Emma Martin

	07/10/15
	Academic Writing for Mature Students and Returning Students
	Ian Pople

	08/10/15
	Academic Writing Session #1
	Ian Pople

	14/10/15
	Little Careers Fair
	Careers Services

	14/10/15
	How to Write a Covering Letter
	Darcey Gillie

	15/10/15
	Academic Writing Session #1 (REPEAT)
	Ian Pople

	15/10/15
	Career Drop-In Sessions
	Paul Gratrick

	20/10/15
	Successful Interviews
	Darcey Gillie

	21/10/15
	Research Ethics I
	Anindita Ghosh, Martina Faller

	22/10/15
	AW2
	Ian Pople

	22/10/15
	Career Drop-In Sessions
	Paul Gratrick

	26/10/15
	So you want to do a PhD?
	Eleanor Jones

	27/10/15
	ICP Introductory Lecture
	Emma Martin

	29/10/15
	Referencing and Plagiarism
	Max Jones

	04/11/15
	Start Writing Your CV with Confidence
	Darcey Gillie

	05/11/15
	AW3
	Ian Pople

	12/11/15
	Career Drop-In Sessions
	Paul Gratrick

	12/11/15
	Using Memory Theory
	Jan Gryta

	16/11/15
	Blackboard Support and Questions
	Roger Hewitt

	18/11/15
	Speed Reading 
	Helen Underhill

	19/11/15
	AW4
	Ian Pople

	19/11/15
	Career Drop-In Sessions
	Paul Gratrick

	25/11/15
	Subjectivity, Identity, and Community in the Work of Jean-Luc Nancy
	Joseph Twist

	26/11/15
	Theorising the Gaze
	Nicola Runciman

	02/12/15
	Academic Reading
	David Firth

	03/12/15
	AW5
	Ian Pople

	10/12/15
	Career Drop-In Sessions
	Paul Gratrick

	17/12/15
	Career Drop-In Sessions
	Paul Gratrick





[bookmark: _Ref331663401][bookmark: _Toc331663745]Table of Sessions: Semester II

	Date
	Title
	Facilitator

	02/02/16
	Getting started with your career
	Careers Services

	02/02/16
	Getting started with CVs and covering Letters
	Careers Services

	04/02/16
	Academic Writing Condensed Lecture #1
	Ian Pople

	04/02/16
	Careers Drop-in Session
	Paul Gratrick

	10/02/16
	Research Ethics II
	Anindita Ghosh

	11/02/16
	Careers Drop-in Session
	Paul Gratrick

	17/02/16
	Translation and Why it Matters
	Edmund Chapman

	18/02/16
	AW Condensed Lecture #2
	Ian Pople

	18/02/16
	Careers Drop-in Session
	Paul Gratrick

	24/02/16
	Using Spatial Theory
	Mary Brigid Farrelly

	25/02/16
	Careers Drop-in Session
	Paul Gratrick

	02/03/16
	Speed Reading 
	Helen Underhill

	03/03/16
	AW Workshop 1
	Ian Pople

	09/03/16
	Creative Thinking and Originality
	Peter Oakes

	09/03/16
	Jacques Derrida
	Edmund Chapman

	17/03/16
	AW Workshop 2
	Ian Pople

	13/04/16
	Film Theory and Audio visual Analysis
	Daniel White

	14/04/16
	AW Workshop 3
	Ian Pople

	20/04/16
	Thinking Postmodernism
	Maria Montt Strabucchi

	21/04/16
	Effective Research Presentation
	Amy Rushton and Nicola Runciman

	27/04/16
	Beyond Binaries
	Ruth Abou Rached

	28/04/16
	AW Workshop 4
	Ian Pople

	04/05/16
	Phenomenology and Film Studies
	Kaya Davies

	05/05/16
	Introduction to Marxism
	David Firth
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[bookmark: _Ref331663411][bookmark: _Toc331663746]Session Budget

[bookmark: _Ref331663420][bookmark: _Toc331663747]Internal Sessions (Unpaid)

	Title
	Academic/Internal Department
	Proposed Cost
	Sem I
	Sem II

	Getting the Most out of Your MA
	SALC
	N/A
	x
	 

	Library Skills Training Intro Session
	Teaching and Learning (UM Library)
	N/A
	x
	 

	John Rylands Special Collections Tours
	Teaching and Learning (UM Library)
	N/A
	x
	 

	Archival Skills Training Sessions
	John Rylands Library and Arts Methods
	N/A
	x
	x

	ICP Seminars and Workshops
	ICP
	N/A
	x
	x

	Referencing and Plagiarism
	SALC Academics
	N/A
	x
	 

	Creating Thinking and Originality in Dissertation Writing
	SALC Academics
	N/A
	 
	x

	Research Ethics
	SALC Academics
	N/A
	x
	x

	Career Drop in Sessions
	Careers Services
	N/A
	 
	x

	Job Search Strategies
	Careers Services
	N/A
	 
	x

	Speed Reading Sessions I & II
	Jerome (School Budget?)
	N/A
	x
	x

	Career Training Sessions Workshops (Various)
	Careers Services
	N/A
	x
	x

	Blackboard Support Q&A
	Teaching and Learning (UM Library)
	N/A
	x
	 

	Arts Methods and Humanities Workshops
	SALC and Arts Methods
	N/A
	x
	x



[bookmark: _Toc331614552][bookmark: _Ref331615828]

[bookmark: _Ref331663428][bookmark: _Toc331663748]Fee Sessions

	Title
	Type & No. of Session
	Sem I
	Sem II
	Actual Cost

	PGT Skills Training Coordinator Fee
	Administration
	X
	X
	$3,600.00

	Academic Writing Series (Sem I)
	5 Lectures
	X
	 
	$742.50

	Academic Writing Session #1 Repeat
	1 Lecture
	X
	 
	$148.50

	[bookmark: RANGE!A6]Academic Writing Workshop for Returning Students/Mature Students
	1 Workshop
	X
	 
	$133.50

	[bookmark: RANGE!A7]Academic Writing Condensed Lectures 
	2 Lectures
	 
	X
	$297.00

	[bookmark: RANGE!A8]Academic Writing Workshops
	4 Workshops
	 
	X
	$534.00

	Careers Evening
	1 Session
	 
	X
	$300.00

	Applying for a PhD
	PhD Workshop
	X
	 
	$100.00

	Academic Reading
	PhD Workshop
	X
	 
	$100.00

	Using Memory Theory
	Theory
	X
	 
	$100.00

	Sub, Identity, Nancy
	Theory
	X
	 
	$100.00

	Theorising the Gaze
	Theory
	X
	 
	$100.00

	Translation and Why it Matters
	Theory
	 
	X
	$100.00

	Using Spatial Theory
	Theory
	 
	X
	$100.00

	Derrida
	Theory
	 
	X
	$100.00

	Film Theory
	Theory
	 
	X
	$100.00

	Effective Presentation 
	Conferencing (2 presenters)
	 
	X
	$200.00

	Beyond Binaries
	Theory
	 
	X
	$100.00

	 Total
	$6,955.50
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[bookmark: _Ref331663499][bookmark: _Toc331663750]October 2015

[bookmark: _Toc331663751]Library Introductory Talk (for SALC PGTs)

Introduction hosted by the University of Manchester Library Teaching and Learning Team. Will provide an overview of the library's holdings and information on how to utilise these collections for research. 

Date: 1 October 2015
Time: 16.00-17.00 (4PM to 5PM)
Location: Ellen Wilkinson C1.18 (Graduate School Large Training Room)
Facilitators: Rosemary Goodier and Michael Stevenson
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introductory-library-talk-for-salc-pgt-students-tickets-18782456834
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training

Statistics:
Students Registered: 65/70[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Sign-up #s close to the maximum number of tickets available typically reflect last minute cancellations.] 

Registered Students Attended: 41 		
Drop-ins: 10
Total: 51

Questionnaire Feedback: 43 Feedback Forms Received

Full Time Students: 35[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Not all students answered personal details questions.] 

Part Time Students: 3

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 8.30

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.86

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.49

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 8.29

Useful Comments[footnoteRef:4]: [4:  Grammatical errors have been corrected.] 


Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· “Seeing the interface on the PowerPoint was useful”
· “Going through the process of using the libraries catalogue”
· “Knowing they have a lot of resources”
· “Reference management software”
· “Showing us the different ways of searching for a topic...”
· “All the databases mentioned”
· “Lots of useful hints and tips for library searching all information was valuable and can be applied to my PGT Studies”
· “Understanding different databases and resources”
· “Knowing where to access database information”
· “Finding out about vpn availability”
· “Explanation of databases and how to find subject specific databases”
· “The Search Resources”
· “How to access the online resources and databases”
· “VPN. I didn’t know that before. Very useful!”
· “What. Where & How to search”
· “Helpful”
· “Available library resources and how to access them”
· “Information about reference software”
· “Information about referencing and subject guides”
· “I found the information about the subject guides, as well as on the university VPN, very useful”
· “I found the topics on resources, managing references and VPN useful and beneficial. Especially subject guides are really helpful. The speaker was very informative”
· “Clarification on Information about useful search techniques and referencing”
· “There’s more to the University website which I still need to explore”
· “Gave clear information on how to use research resources”
· “It was really useful to understand how to manage one’s references”
· “All resources I needed information on were covered”
· “Clearly structured, Reference management helpful idea”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· “Provide participants with the slides at the end”
· “Better visual aids, I could not see the screen very well”
· “More practical demonstrations”
· “No—a good introduction to the subject. Enough information to go ahead and help myself”
· “More detailed slides and a tour of the library”
· “I think it would be better if this seminar is held in a lab or room with writing tables”
· “Everything is fine”
· “It would be nice if we had handouts as it’s a quick session, it’s hard to keep up with the pace of the speaker while writing. (His pace is not too fast, only he has a few subjects to talk so the transition period is short).”
· “Perhaps use specific examples? E.g. from a MA Course”
· “Perhaps also include library tour at the end of talk”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· “Provide some guidelines on how to get books or journals that we cannot access in the UoM library”
· “I really like it. Fount it really useful. Maybe access to the slides in advance would be more helpful. Other than that it is great! Thanks!”
· “I actually thought it was quite well done. I do wish he had shown where to find the A-Z list of databases”
· “Rules on borrowing the books, how many can I borrow, etc. Information about book giving away (I heard that the library gives the books donated by former students”
· “More detailed referencing software workshop, use of software relevant to subject area like Latek




[bookmark: _Toc331663752]Academic Writing for Mature and Returning Students

Session to reboot your writing skills if you have been out of a University setting for quite some time, or just feel like you could use some extra help before the start of the Academic Writing Series.

Date: 7 October 2015
Time: 14.00-15.30 (2PM to 3:30PM)
Location: University Place 2.218
Facilitators: Ian Pople
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/academic-writing-for-mature-and-returning-students-tickets-18865406940
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training

Statistics:
Students Registered: 31
Registered Students Attended: 22	
Drop-ins: 0
Total: 22

Questionnaire Feedback: 21 feedback forms received

Full Time Students: 14
Part Time Students: 3

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 7.71

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.43

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.29

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 8.29

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· “Explanations on clarity, sentence structure and sentence linking”
· “Lots of good advice—practical work to put rules into practice”
· “Practical tips”
· “Concrete tips on which words to use or not and how to correct sentences”
· “The easy-going style of the lecturer”
· “Focused information, extremely easy to follow (hart do implement—that is a good thing, great lecturer”
· “Useful reminder of key points, presented at an accessible pace, and in a very engaging way. (Thanks!), useful handout to take away”
· “construction of sentences”
· “helped me think more clearly about writing essays, sentence structure...”
· “Good mix of group work and taught work, helpful examples”
· “Explaining the structure of the paragraph”
· “Most of it was very useful. The examples were very useful”
· “Some skills in writing (e.g. hedging, avoid long sentences, “it”)”
· “The tips and facts”
· “Relevant discussions, group involvement, animated teacher, practical exercises”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· “More Seminars”
· “Better time management”
· “Larger session (maybe 3hrs) more detail
· “More of it!”
· “Stick to the handout”
· “More of this session. Not enough time to cover everything”
· “Clearer audience/level in the advertising—I drew conclusions about what a session targeted at this audience would focus on, and was wrong”
· “more time”
· “shorter group activity, more time would be better as a (lecture?)”
· “Longer session going into more detail”
· “There is not enough time to go through all the material”
· “More of them!! Think the option for returning and mature students should be continued. Was under the impression that this was a continuing session on Wednesdays”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· “Notice or send emails to remind students before the sessions”
· “Referencing in more depth”
· “The session should be longer or on more than one topic”
· “More of them”
· “paragraph structure in more detail”
· “more about sentence and paragraph structure”
· “More detail into paragraph structure”
· “Maybe split into 2 sessions?”
· “Relevant topics—more of the same”



[bookmark: _Toc331663753]Academic Writing Series, Session #1

 First of a 5-Part Series of Workshops on academic writing for PGT students. Topics covered include grammar, sentence structure, paragraph structure, scholarly tone, and other relevant strategies to improve your writing skills. 

Date: 8 October 2015
Time: 16.30-18.00 (4:30PM to 6:00PM)
Location: Ellen Wilkinson C1.18 (Graduate School Large Training Room)
Facilitators: Ian Pople
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/academic-writing-series-session-1-tickets-18865464111
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training

Statistics:
Students Registered: 64
Registered Students Attended: 48
Drop-ins: Drop-in form missing ¬5
Total: 51+

Questionnaire Feedback: 51 Feedback Forms Received

Full Time Students: 38
Part Time Students: 7

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 7.27

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.68

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.49

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7.84

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· “Gained confidence in what I do well and highlighted where I need to improve”
· “Some good tips like reading out loud and waiting to review”
· “Practical advice that I can use.”
· “It’s really different from other academic writing session, which tell me to use passive, impersonal forms, etc.”
· “Outlining and drafting an essay”
· “well-organised”
· “The discussion/reflection on group tasks. The groups task itself”
· “Brainstorming in groups (interaction with other humans)”
· “Great distinction between inexperienced and experienced writers”
· “Lots of useful tips that can be utilised in further essays”
· “In the session I got more information about how to start to write, which is really helpful”
· “Hearing research about experienced and inexperienced writers and thus approaches, realising I was completely ‘inexperienced’ but knowing how to improve”
· “Good structure—enough detail interaction”
· “How to plan—the section on inexperienced and experienced writers and the differences between each ‘method’”
· “Session was dynamic and interesting—looking forward to #2”
· “Discussion around the topic and sharing ideas on how we write etc.”
· “Almost philosophical approach to questions of academic writing”
· “I enjoyed the session overall, since it's a series, there’s not a lot we can do in the first one.”
· “The interactive presentation and the style of the session (i.e. group work), handout to take away”
· “Discussion sessions”
· “Good basic overview of the writing process. Session good for building confidence in your writing”
· “Guidelines on editing texts”
· “Very useful as lecturer straightaway brings us right to the core of issue (writing) and explains how he goes about doing it”
· “outlining is important, clarity really means a lot”
· “It was helpful to approach a piece of writing form a different perspective. Although I have received support for an undergrad dissertation, this is much more informative.”
· “Different opinions of what is good writing”
· “Found it a useful refresher for academic writing after being out of academia for a couple of years—feel a bit more confident in approached assignments.”
· “Meeting other people in the same boat, analysis of writing process step-by-step”
· “4 simple points that I can implement in my writing”
· “Group work and presentations”
· “Comments on structure and planning, hearing about other people’s writing styles and ideas, group work”
· “Useful advice on how to structure essay”
· “The pieces of advice given were quite useful”
· “Good discussion, handout”
· “How to plan drafts, finding out how other people work”
· “Finding out what are the common mistakes that inexperienced writers make helped me identify my weaknesses”
· “It has helped me feel more organised/confident about my research/writing. Taught me new things/corrected previous ways I’ve learnt”
· “Good tips on how to go about planning and the writing process”
· “Very useful but as a first session in series was aware that would be more introductory in nature—very engaging and relevant and looking forward to the sessions”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· “Maybe some writing practice”
· “More tips on how to do some of the advice given”
· “less crowded class would be better”
· “If it’s longer and more detailed, it will be more helpful”
· “A better organised room for discussion? Interdisciplinary discussions would be interesting”
· “More discussion in-depth”
· “More practical tips, more hands-on exercises”
· “better clean layout, more interactive tasks”
· “I would have liked to see more examples of academic writing at postgraduate level, and the ways in which one writing process/outlined is applied”
· “but less time on critical exercise”
· “exercise to do to practice”
· “exercises”
· “Perhaps make it more degree-specific”
· “Use bigger room”
· “More interactive discussions”
· “No—enjoyed the session”
· “Maybe a writing sample with peer review if this is possible”
· “Sometimes session leader seemed rude and intimidating”
· “Probably more time and more specific topics should be discussed”
· “slow down a bit, smile more”
· “Analyse poor writing and appreciating good writing”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· “More detail on structure for analytical essays, though this may be more specific to my course”
· “A ‘How to Session’ what should be in essay, how to use ‘active’ words”
· “N/A Covers all academic writing uses”
· “Establishing goals and purposes for academic assignments”
· “More detail on planning would be helpful and a getting started—working through writers block”
· “Will probably come up in future sessions”
· “Writing essays, research papers, reviews... maybe some specific sessions about them separately”
· “I’m unsure now how to use the active voice in writing due to always being taught to use the passive—this would be good although simple maybe to others)







[bookmark: _Toc331663754]REPEAT: Academic Writing Series, Session #1

First of a 5-Part Series of Workshops on academic writing for PGT students. Topics covered include grammar, sentence structure, paragraph structure, scholarly tone, and other relevant strategies to improve your writing skills. 

Date: 15 October 2015
Time: 16.30-18.00 (4:30PM to 6PM)
Location: Ellen Wilkinson C1.18
Facilitators: Ian Pople
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/academic-writing-repeat-session-1-tickets-18933075338
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training


Statistics:
Students Registered: 62
Registered Students Attended: 36
Drop-ins: 3
Total: 39

Questionnaire Feedback: 

Full Time Students: 31
Part Time Students: 4

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 7.02

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.66

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 7.88

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7.34

Useful Comments: 41 Feedback Forms Received

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· “Working in groups with people from other programmes—team building”
· “A clearer exploration of issues related to essay writing”
· “Tips how to plan and revise my writing”
· “Good format of some group work and presentation broke up the time”
· “Greater introduction to elements of course”
· “Good introductory session, to get my head back into writing”
· “The hints and tips and the handout”
· “Clear, comprehensive and detailed handout for future reference”
· “checklist for editing—would forget otherwise”
· “well structured, group discussion enabled me to gain greater understanding”
· “critical thinking, group communication, some new ideas”
· “Handouts, PowerPoint, practical examples, discussions”
· “Remarkably entertaining”
· “Suggest a peer review, reading aloud, suggesting simple revision techniques”
· “Good guided revisiting of techniques, the idea of academic writing as a sort of storytelling”
· “Not having to take notes (copy PowerPoint slides) during the session as we were given the brochure/handouts, really helpful! Very encouraging and humorous teacher!, great to meet others fellow students.
· “Gave some relevant advice—worked as an eye opener for some areas/issues”
· “Group work good interactive session”
· “I found the internal (peer) discussion form helpful”
· “Many ideas about how to review your writing—reading it to yourself, peer review groups, etc.”
· “Top tips about what writing should be and supporting activities and checklists, Also group work is beneficial”
· “Very clear advice and information”
· “The self-monitoring aspect, the checklist provided”
· “Revisiting techniques in writing and learning that all writing is story telling”
· “got an idea of how to plan the writing (a clear idea)”
· “I enjoyed how the attendees were encouraged to discuss and engage along with learning from PowerPoint”
· “It’s too general in a good sense, that it doesn’t confuse the mind!”
· “The handout will be very useful when writing my dissertation and research essays”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· “A bit more time”
· “Could’ve been longer—felt it was rushed towards the end”
· “Perhaps less time in group work”
· “Map-making exercise seemed a little long and fiddly for what it was”
· “it was brilliant”
· “Trying to incorporate less into one session”
· “Different room layout (a lot of backs facing lecturer”
· “Could be longer! Bigger space or smaller classes/groups”
· “Defining explicitly what is clarity”
· “Perhaps bigger tables (very squashed)”
· “I could have done more, it was fascinating”
· “I didn’t find the beginning exercise particularly instructive”
· “More emphasis on the difference between undergraduate work and MA level work”
· “There were too many topics covered in a very short time, but luckily there was the handouts!”
· “Get rid of the sticking and squares exercise in the beginning”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· “Focus a little more on the creative prose/narrative style and how we can also apply these rules to it. Enjoyed it ”
· “Always value advice aimed at students with SEDs”
· “Have more practical examples”
· “I am looking forward to going into more detail in future sessions”
· “I would have been interested to hear a more in depth discussion of more qualitative vs. quantitative writing mentalities”
· “Maybe more about ‘your—the voice’ and how to harness that”


[bookmark: _Toc331663755]Research Ethics (Part I)

As a PGT student writing a thesis or dissertation you must think carefully about the ethical issues raised by your particular project. Many research projects conducted by University staff or students that involve human participants may require approval from the School's Research Ethics Panel. If you are planning to involve human participants in your research, then it is essential that you attend this introductory training session. 

Date: 21 October 2015
Time: 11.00-12.00 
Location: Sam Alex A113
Facilitators: Anindita Ghosh, Martina Faller
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/research-ethics-part-i-tickets-19070593659
Type of Session: Careers Training
 

Statistics:
Students Registered: 35 (mixed PGT and PGR event)[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Information only gathered for PGTs, additional PGRs in attendance, total ¬40] 

Registered Students Attended: 21
Drop-ins: 6
Total: 27

Questionnaire Feedback: 22 Feedback Forms Received

Full Time Students: 18
Part Time Students: 5

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 7.13

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response= 8.00

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 7.96

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7.30

Useful Comments: 

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· “Clarification regarding risk levels of different research projects”
· “Good introductory session, short but concise”
· “It provides some essential information concerning my research”
· “Raise my awareness of research ethics issues”
· “The definition of different levels of risk”
· “Q&A at the end, examples in presentations”
· “examples of other projects”
· “clear and concise explanation of a complex issue”
· “step by step guide of what needs to be in, and where it needs to go and when it needs to be in by”
· “Lots of practical tips on where to look for information”
· “submission dates and process”
· “dates, emails and contacts”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· “Checklist with dates, format, presentation”
· “Late comers were a massive distraction. Perhaps a message saying latecomers will not be allowed in?
· “The text in the PowerPoint is really small and really a bit of it—hard to read”
· “Show the forms on the slides (as examples)
· “Signposting to look at other projects where they sit”
· “The ethics website was mentioned as something that would have been useful to have been read before the lecture. Perhaps this information could have been circulated before the lecture”
· “I think the session is only useful for people who have never done interviews in their research before, whereas the students of sociology or anthropology may find this less useful”
· “Better publishment (advertisement?) of the class”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· “Further clarification on forms”
· “Ethical risks included in document collecting work”
· “Work abroad or in conflict zones”



[bookmark: _Toc331663756]Academic Writing Series, Session #2

Second of a 5-Part Series of Workshops on academic writing for PGT students. Topics covered include grammar, sentence structure, paragraph structure, scholarly tone, and other relevant strategies to improve your writing skills. 

Date: 22 October 2015
Time: 16.30-18.00 (4:30PM to 6PM)
Location: Ellen Wilkinson C1.18
Facilitators: Ian Pople
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/academic-writing-session-2-tickets-19070892553
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training


Statistics:
Students Registered: 65
Registered Students Attended: 53	
Drop-ins: 10
Total: 63

Questionnaire Feedback: 59 Forms Collected

Full Time Students: 40
Part Time Students: 9

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 7.25

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.15

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 7.93

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7.63

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· “Engaging and informative”
· “Nominalisation might be useful to rephrase some references”
· “Doing exercises together with other students, very engaging tutor”
· “Advocacy of simpler language”
· “Handout with concrete examples, opportunity to brainstorm/discuss in teams”
· “Worksheets had useful examples”
· “re-writing sentences, exercises”
· “I learnt something new”
· “The examples were great”
· “How to be clearer in a way a tutor wants”
· “Helpful to analyse different paragraphs”
· “The content is interesting and exercises help understanding the point”
· “Tips on academic writing style are very helpful”
· “I know what is the academic way to writing an essay”
· “The examples: Group discussion and brainstorming, discussion with the teacher”
· “some sections a bit rushed”
· “Focus on definitions and their importance”
· “Lots of examples for practice application”
· “A clear straightforward message. Excellent examples”
· “How to reconstruct sentences to make them more engaging”
· “Practice exercises to demonstrate the lesson”
· “Working through practical exercises”
· “A lot of what was said doesn’t seem to apply to my course. What we were taught opposes that what is taught there (e.g.—we are taught to use active voice and ‘I’ ‘we’ etc.”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· “Smaller classes”
· “More time to discuss exercises”
· “Maybe prepare more handouts”
· “More time explaining the more complex grammatical elements”
· “Analysis of good writing and poor writing”
· “More time was too short”
· “so far so good”
· “More available handouts, please”
· “Perhaps more opportunity to practice rewording sentences”
· “Bring your own work”
· “Perhaps a glossary in the extra handout of terms like ‘noun,’ ‘adjective’ etc. as some people don’t know”
· “Haven’t had enough experience to comment yet—looking forward to other classes”
· “I think it’s a useful session but not relevant for me personally. It could be personal though as I’ve never really enjoyed/understood this topic.”
· “More time for session”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· “Basics of English Grammar—For those of us that can’t get the hang of it at school!”
· “Connection between writing and reading”
· “Yep please offer us more sessions like this”
· “Maybe a specific session of literature studies”
· “Perhaps introduce some online modules to accommodate for mature students who cannot attend all sessions”



[bookmark: _Toc331663757]So you want to do a PhD?

Thinking of applying for a PhD, at Manchester or elsewhere? This interactive workshop will equip you with the knowledge you need to feel confident in your decision-making, and the skills you need to tackle the application process. The workshop will include plenty of information on navigating funding opportunities and producing a successful funding application.

Date: Monday 26 October 2015
Time: 5PM to 7PM
Location: Uni Place 1.218
Facilitator: Eleanor Jones
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/so-you-want-to-do-a-phd-tickets-19151381297
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training

Statistics:
Students Registered: 23
Registered Students Attended: 10
Drop-ins: 5
Total: 15

Questionnaire Feedback: 

Full Time Students: 10
Part Time Students: 5

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 9.23

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 9.38

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 9.62

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 9.46

Useful Comments: 13 questionnaires completed

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· “Really cleared up grey areas surrounding the PhD in particular processes for funding and general application. Useful advice re. choosing a supervisor. Thank you!”
· “Very well planned, organised and to the point. As a result, I got the information I wanted”
· “All of the information was helpful.”
· “All great session”
· “How to choose a supervisor, How to get funding, Important dates for application”
· “PowerPoint was detailed, brilliant speaker and I’ve learnt a lot!”
· “Post-it note questions, breakdown of all practical advice”
· “Lots of useful information, friendly and helpful seminar leader”
· “The session clarified most of the questions I had about the application process, very helpful to have honest (I.e. not university spin!) discussion about problems and difficulties with PhD
· “Good intro”


Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· “Less group discussions” and “group sharing” because it was repetitive or group discussion before the presentation of information
· “International students can be covered...”
· “Perhaps spend some time going through the research proposals...dos and don’ts’s”
· “None—very good session”
· “Links to funding website”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· “Overseas Universities PhD application”
· “Specific Academic Career Session, different options, this was really interesting to hear about would like to know more”




[bookmark: _Toc331663758]Referencing and Plagiarism

A guide on how to identify and recognise academic plagiarism and malpractice, and prevent it within your own work. Included is a brief guide to Harvard and Chicago Referencing Styles from the Modern Humanities Research Association Style Guide: http://www.mhra.org.uk/Publications/Books/StyleGuide/StyleGuideV3_2.pdf

Date: 29 October 2015
Time: 16.00-17.00
Location: Sam Alex Theatre
Facilitators: Max Jones
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/referencing-and-plagiarism-tickets-19071158348
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training


Statistics:
Students Registered: 32
Registered Students Attended: 14
Drop-ins: 0
Total: 14

Questionnaire Feedback: 12 Feedback forms

Full Time Students: 8
Part Time Students: 1

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 8.00

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.92

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.75

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 8.33

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· “Guides and further literature”
· “Friendly leader, happy to answer questions, made a dull topic very interesting!”
· “An explanation as to why we reference”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· “More detailed information on over referencing, perhaps comparing excerpt, more information on self-plagiarism”
· “It should be programme focused (especially for history, linguistics, etc.)

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· “More practice with referencing”




[bookmark: _Ref331663517][bookmark: _Toc331663759]November 2015

Academic Writing Series, Session #3

Third of a 5-Part series of workshops on academic writing. Topics covered include grammar, sentence structure, paragraph structure, scholarly tone, and other relevant strategies to improve one's writing skills. 

Date: 5 November 2015
Time: 16.30-18.00 (4:30PM to 6:00PM)
Location: Ellen Wilkinson C1.18
Facilitator: Ian Pople
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/academic-writing-series-session-3-tickets-19071503380
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training

Statistics:
Students Registered: 56
Registered Students Attended: 35
Drop-ins: 0
Total: 35

Questionnaire Feedback: 35 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 24
Part Time Students: 1

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 7.20

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.34

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.16

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7.63

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· “Variety and language to show degree of ‘agreement,’ different styles of referencing”
· “Group discussion, and discussion with the lecturer are my favourite parts”
· “Paraphrasing”
· “Reporting verbs”
· “Descriptions of the correct/best way of paraphrasing”
· “Phrasebank and Citation programmes”
· “Examples, Q&A, paraphrasing was in need of a review”
· “Analysis of importance of choice of words”
· “Learning about the importance of reporting verbs and tenses in bringing other research closer to mine”
· “Useful notes”
· “It was good”
· “Useful to go through how tense affects meaning”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· “so far so good”
· “Time management, more time to cover the course content”
· “It would be much better to send the PPT to students signed up as we can review after class”
· “Maybe more on actual citations, how, which type to use”
· “Maybe can be more specific”
· “Include MHRA referencing system, more on discussing citations—challenging/expanding on criticising others ideas”

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· “I think knowledge and skills of proofreading are worth teaching”

[bookmark: _Toc331614553][bookmark: _Ref331615848][bookmark: _Toc331663760]
Using Memory Theory

This session will demonstrate the importance of collective memory theories in research, equip students with basic knowledge about the field, as well as major theories and influential authors; and demonstrate ways of applying these selected theories.

Date: 12 November 2015
Time: 5PM to 7PM
Location: University Place 3.214
Facilitator: Jan Gryta
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/using-memory-theory-tickets-19445547155
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training, Using Theory Workshop

Statistics:
Students Registered: 28
Registered Students Attended: 8

Questionnaire Feedback: 6 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 4
Part Time Students: 2

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 7.67

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 7.33

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 7.00

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7.33

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Fairly new topic for me so very enlightening
· Went through all the basics in an easy to understand manner. Giving a good general understanding of the subject. Group exercises were good!
· Very useful handout with explanation for facilitator
· Very good coverage of theorists. Liked use of discussions, Olympic/Holocaust exercises. They were useful in understanding the application of theory.
· Overview of different theories and their relevance to different areas of study.
Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· N/A
Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· I would be interested in sessions surrounding other branches of memory studies, e.g. affect theory and more detail on collective memory







[bookmark: _Toc331663761]Speed Reading for PGT Student

Speed-reading is an incredibly useful skill for researchers to have. This is an interactive workshop which teaches the basic principles of speed reading and how they can be applied successfully to academic texts to save you time and help you work more efficiently and effectively. Please note that this course is designed for PGT students to gradually develop speed-reading skills and the techniques learned must be practised and applied over time. To get the most out of this session, please bring at least two documents to read (e.g. journal articles, academic books, reports, etc.).

Date: 18 November 2015
Time: 4pm to 6pm
Location: University Place 3.204
Facilitators: Helen Underhill
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/speed-reading-for-pgt-students-tickets-19300220479
Type of Session: Skills Training

Statistics:
Students Registered: 49
Registered Students Attended: 19

Questionnaire Feedback: 22 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 17
Part Time Students: 2

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 8.05

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.82

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.86

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 8.45

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· The practice given during the workshop was great. I also liked the variety of techniques given to practice day to day. 
· Extremely relevant to my studies and very helpful
· How to organise your thoughts and comments of each text/reading.
· Range of what was included
· The practice we had and all the tips
· Handouts were helpful. Great teacher, very personable. Very welcoming and helpful.
· Very engaging and charismatic tutor and knowledgeable. 
· Techniques for being more efficient in my reading.
· Learning why speed-reading is useful.
· Techniques for speed-reading, how to practise texts and not having to read all of everything!
· Great tips and inspiring enthusiasm…thank you!
· The practical element ‘learned and tested’
· The reading skills help me to read much faster
· The techniques and strategies taught in class could come in handy if given more practice.
· The practical session
· Reading skills and practice are useful especially for essay writing
· Good Skills learnt---really useful. 
· Speed reading techniques
Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· More guidance on how to practice speed reading
· We weren’t told to bring texts beforehand
· Follow up session in the future. 
· Nothing
· Try technological apps spritz
· I know it is not realistic to pose a request like this, but the time of this session actually clashes with another really important professional skills training session for MAATIS students, and it’s also scary to end a session at 7.30 when it’s all dark outside.
· Hopefully, it will give some guides for how to read literature or fiction quickly. 
Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· Session on critically engaging with texts.
· Practice more.
· It was really helpful. Thank you so much for organising this event. Thanks!



Academic Writing Series, Session #4 

Fourth of a 5-Part series of workshops on academic writing. Topics covered include grammar, sentence structure, paragraph structure, scholarly tone, and other relevant strategies to improve one's writing skills. 

Date: 19 November 2015
Time: 16.30-18.00 (4:30PM to 6:00PM)
Location: Ellen Wilkinson C1.18
Facilitator: Ian Pople
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/academic-writing-series-session-4-tickets-19071544503
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training

Statistics:
Students Registered: 61
Registered Students Attended: 36

Questionnaire Feedback: 35 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 18
Part Time Students: 5

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 7.74

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.49

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.31

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7.83

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Paragraph structure issue/point.
· Very useful ideas that will likely make my academic writing more engaging to read
· Paragraph structure
· Group discussion
· Theory illustrated with examples
· Deep analysis of paragraph structure helps me to write better paragraph and organise my ideas.
· Good guides for paragraph structure and logical rewriting.
· I have learnt lots of useful techniques with happiness 
· Good breakdown of points and paragraphs. Few simple points evidenced with examples. 
· Drawing attention to paragraph structure. 
· Good examples of text to work with. 
· Linking sentences
· Linking sentences together—particularly useful as I used to think that adding ‘consequentially’ etc. was very clever. 
· Lots of practice, which I can now implement into future essays. Time was utilised very effectively. 
· Detailed ….on sentence structure

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· The pace started to slow a bit in the final half—I think the material ultimately was a bit too stretched out in places---could have been done in a 45-minute-1 hour session instead of 1 hours—90 mins session.
· Less exercise material. I don’t mean they’re not useful. Just there’s not enough time for us to discuss on one or two examples, which we do think worth discussion. 
· More time to discuss examples/exercises in groups
· More time for discussion?
· As always I find it difficult to grasp the ideas quickly enough to be able to put them into practice, but I think this is something I will have to go away and practice!
· Struggled at times with concept of ‘evaluative’ words. 
· It was a bit slow and heavy, could be more interactive for a 1.5-hour session.
Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· N/A





[bookmark: _Toc331663762]Subjectivity, Identity and Community in the Work of Jean-Luc Nancy

Jean-Luc Nancy is one of the most influential thinkers of contemporary continental philosophy. This workshop will introduce his thought on subjectivity and community, and provide the opportunity for discussion and analysis. Nancy's work in these areas has been particularly influential for political theory, cultural studies and contemporary cosmopolitan theory.

Date: 25 November 2015
Time: 5PM to 7PM
Location: University Place 3.214
Facilitator: Joseph Twist
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/an-introduction-to-jean-luc-nancy-tickets-19446015556
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training, Using Theory Workshop

Statistics:
Students Registered: 15
Registered Students Attended: 6

Questionnaire Feedback: 6 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 3
Part Time Students: 0

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 9.17

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 9.17

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 9.17

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 9

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· The clear explanations of complex ideas.
· Very.
· The possibility of discussion.
· Friendly atmosphere, everyone eager to share
· Accessible way of explaining concept of JL Nancy Theory to new comers Great you allowed easy space for fruitful intellectual discussion. Very good use of AV materials.  Great first session to theory intensives. Facilitating Style. Did a great job….(???) three hours instead of 2(???).
Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· More of these theory sessions
· Maybe a little bit shorter
Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· Deleuze
· Excellent facilitator!




[bookmark: _Toc331663763]Theorising the Gaze: Exploring the Object-Spectator Relationship in Visual Culture

This workshop will delve into the more detailed concepts of “the gaze” and its role in the relationship between spectator and object. Explored, refined and critiqued by countless theorists, the gaze has developed into one of the most influential critical concepts in the theories of spectatorship which are central to not only to film theory but to the study of visual culture more broadly. As such, the workshop is designed to facilitate discussion and peer-to-peer learning among participants from multiple fields and disciplines.

Date: 26 November
Time: 5PM to 7PM
Location: University Place 3.214
Facilitator: Nicola Runciman
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/theorising-the-gaze-exploring-the-object-spector-relationship-in-visual-culture-tickets-19446284360
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training, Using Theory Workshop

Statistics:
Students Registered: 35
Registered Students Attended: 11

Questionnaire Feedback: 7 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 6
Part Time Students: 1

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 8.14

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 7.43

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.71

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7.57

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Accessible and interesting, I’ve been working all day and the idea of spending any extra time on academia seemed daunting, but I thought the workshop was incredibly enlightening and really engaging—it was never tedious and a especially useful in the way that it condensed heavy material into manageable and accessible points. I thought it was an excellent workshop.
· Interesting points brought up and we were given the opportunity to further our knowledge after the class through films and other references used in the (session?).
· It was interesting to look at film theory from a different perspective. The concept of male/female gaze was totally new to me and this session gave me grounds for further reading and research on the topic. 
· Lots of practical examples, not bogged down in theory, abstract. 
· A good succinct introduction to the theorists but I also appreciated the concrete examples of these theories presented into the film---it helps us see how the theory ‘the gaze’ is important in so many different aspects---from the academic to the everyday and lived experience (like magic mike)—it filters through to the basics of society and isn’t just reserved for scholars and I think this seminar really showed this and encouraged it.
· Mix of theory with actual examples (films, paintings)
· Really clear and interesting session that traced some of the evolution of the gaze as a theory---particularly liked the postcolonial stuff!

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· No, I don’t think so, it was honest and accessible, which is a welcome relief from pretentious and stuffy academic practice. 
· Perhaps room could be organised more to aid discussion perhaps horseshoe
· No!
· Just to leave some time for questions at the end

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· I enjoyed it all, the material was really useful in highlighting points made and well chosen. Thank you.
· Gaze of visual arts forms from the view of the audience or the visitor of a gallery/exhibition/performance
· Maybe just a follow-up session, or a longer session---so much to cover!



[bookmark: _Ref331663551][bookmark: _Toc331663764]December 2015

[bookmark: _Toc331663765]Academic Reading

The aims of this session are to: 
· Help students develop their academic reading skills in relation to critical and close reading
· Think about goals when reading; and developing an awareness of "active reading"
· Practise exercises involving live close readings of different types of texts (an excerpt of a novel, a poem, a historical account, a piece of theoretical criticism)
· Develop questions about the author and text to use when reading

Date: 2 December 2015
Time: 5PM to 7PM
Location: To Be Confirmed (Uni Place 3.214)
Facilitator: David Firth
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/academic-reading-general-skills-tickets-19446893181
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training, Using Theory Workshop

Statistics:
Students Registered: 26
Registered Students Attended: 12

Questionnaire Feedback: 12 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 9
Part Time Students: 2

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 8

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.08

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.67

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7.83

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Keep a diary; set up a timetable and follow it
· Giving specific and practical skills should be kept in mind
· I have now identified my weaknesses and work out possible solutions and strategies to improve my academic reading skills.
· Very interactive and lively session. Great to leave exercises with ‘neighbours’ and the whole group. Got inspired to reflect upon my strengths and weaknesses.
· Sharing experiences with students from different MA and Degrees. Reading texts from different style and content. 
· Practical exercises. 
· Clear aims and useful exercises to complete.
· To read different styles of text---and how to deal with them
· The exercise and discussion
· Sharing or talking with friends and discussing the reading.
· Nice overview and good practical parts. 
· This was probably the most useful session of the PGT skills training so far! Really informative of practical tips—I feel like I can improve my reading in many ways.

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· What about adding a special reading session for non-native English speakers?
· Giving an article to test the reading speed and effectiveness of students and helps them to find out the problems.
· Something slightly more scientific too so it can relate to all subjects (very literary…not linguistics/more science based) so could only be very useful to an extent. 
· A bit more focused, less general discussion.
· Higher level analysis of text
· Some more practicals to demonstrate each element of academic reading
· No, it was absolutely excellent.

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· Speed Reading Skills
· Skimming and scanning exercises/explanations.
· More focus on literature texts—purely because this is relevant to my programme of study
· Reading to critique ideas of essay.
· How to read not for academic purpose. General reading skills. 
· Theory intensives on schools of theory e.g. Frankfurt School, Foucault, Post-structuralism






[bookmark: _Toc331663766]Academic Writing Series, Session #5

Fifth of a 5-Part series of workshops on academic writing. Topics covered include grammar, sentence structure, paragraph structure, scholarly tone, and other relevant strategies to improve one's writing skills. 

Date: 3 December 2015
Time: 16.30-18.00 (4:30PM to 6:00PM)
Location: Ellen Wilkinson C1.18
Facilitator: Ian Pople
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/academic-writing-series-session-5-tickets-19071727049
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training

Statistics:
Students Registered: 30
Registered Students Attended: 27

Questionnaire Feedback: 26 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 22
Part Time Students: 3

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 8.04

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.88

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.58

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7.96

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Everything about how to write and structure a good introduction
· How to structure my introduction
· Have a better understanding of how to write ‘Introduction’
· This session helped me to find out different strategies I could use when writing my dissertation
· Group discussion
· Different elements of essay introduction discussed. 
· Gave good approach to begin the essay and have a clear structure
· I’ve found it very beneficial to read more about the essay, before I write it
· I found the structure, and how to write the introduction beneficial. While giving me ways to write by introduction it also makes me aware of what to read. 
· I found the use of examples and exercises particularly useful
· Examples of niches
· Very interactive session, I engaged with both the tutor and fellow students. Active learning . Very engaging tutor. 
· Clarity
Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· So far, all is well, except for dozens of words I didn’t figure out
· Extend the time/course then we can have more detailed information
· By bring more examples which are relevant to our course
Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· I’d like to take further sessions next semester
· Creating an essay/dissertation outline.
· No 

[bookmark: _Ref331663561][bookmark: _Toc331663767]February 2016

[bookmark: _Toc331663768]Academic Writing, Condensed Lecture #1

First of two condensed lectures on academic writing, meant to summarise the five-part series from Semester I. Topics covered include grammar, sentence and paragraph structure, scholarly tone, and other relevant strategies to improve writing skills.

Date: 04/02/16
Time: 12.30PM to 2.00PM
Location: Zochonis Lecture Room E
Facilitator: Ian Pople
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/academic-writing-condensed-lecture-1-tickets-21030635196
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training

Statistics:
Students Registered: 19
Registered Students Attended: 13

Questionnaire Feedback:  12 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 7
Part Time Students: 3

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 8.17

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 9.58

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 9.5

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 8.58

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· The discussion and practical of it
· The useful content of this (lecture)
· Great examples, handout
· Clarity. Humour.
· Learning to structure the writing, and what not to use.
· Very precise but easy to understand exercises
· A great deal of material was covered skilfully and quickly. It was very helpful. 
· It’s really helpful in that this session is informative
Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· Be can less longer
· I really found it useful, obvious if it could be possible to put it into a 2 hour slot
· Session needs to be lengthened a little
· Make it longer, or have multiple parts
· It’s great. I would appreciate the slides afterwards
Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· N/A
· Maybe grammar
· It’s great


[bookmark: _Toc331663769]Research Ethics II: The Ethics Application

Research projects conducted by University staff or students that involve human participants may require approval from the School's Research Ethics Panel before you start your research. If you are planning to involve human participants in your research, then it is essential that you attend this hands-on training session. This session is specifically aimed at helping PGR students complete the ethics application, and is a follow up to the session offered in semester I. It is not essential to have attended the previous session.

Date: 10/02/16
Time: 13.00-14.00
Location: Mansfield Cooper G22
Facilitators: Dr Anindita Ghosh, Dr David Brown  
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/research-ethics-ii-the-ethics-application-tickets-21030717442
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training


Statistics:
Students Registered: 21
Registered Students Attended: 21

Questionnaire Feedback: 15 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 14
Part Time Students: 1

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 7.07

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.33

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.2

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7.67

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Very helpful intro
· Differentiation between low, medium, and high risk assessment form
· Information on the research ethics approval process
· Everything
· It made the paperwork much less intimidating!
· Going through the forms was very useful
· Information about the application process

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· Maybe run three one for each level, no threat, incidents. Have more time to ask questions regarding their specific research
· Separate sessions for, high-medium and low risks so it is enough time to go in deep on each case
· I think that the session should focus more on the actual process of filling the forms. Half of the workshop was spent on general information on the degree of risk, which was useful information but was already covered by the first session (first semester). 
· This session should have been longer, 2 hours for example
· It should be longer
· Maybe a little longer…there is a lot to get through. 
· Perhaps make it longer—to go through all forms!
· More organised timekeeping

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· This was very time-pressured. Maybe give more time for each form would make it more practically useful
· More detail in the high risk level formats





[bookmark: _Toc331663770]Translation and Why it Matters

This session will argue that translation is inescapable for students of the Humanities, whether in primary texts or theoretical perspectives, and so is not aimed exclusively or primarily at Translation Studies students. We will discuss different approaches to reading texts in translation, and will consider perspectives from critics including Walter Benjamin, Gayatri Spivak and Andre Lefebvre. 

Date: 17/02/16
Time: 17.00-19.00
Location: University Place 5.206
Facilitator: Edmund Chapman
Sign-up:https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/translation-and-why-it-matters-tickets-21030744523
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training, Using Theory

Statistics:
Students Registered: 7
Registered Students Attended: 3

Questionnaire Feedback: 3 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 3
Part Time Students: 0

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 8.33

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 9

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.67

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 8.33

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Good range of texts from different theoretical perspectives. Good opportunity for discussion
· I find it useful to discuss theories about translation because it gave me a different perspective on topics I had only a superficial knowledge of 
· Different angles and perspectives on translation theory

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· Having the readings in advance in order to feel more confident with the subject matter

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· N/A


[bookmark: _Toc331663771]Academic Writing, Condensed Lecture #2

Second of two condensed lectures on academic writing, meant to summarise the five-part series from Semester I. Topics covered include grammar, sentence and paragraph structure, scholarly tone, and other relevant strategies to improve writing skills.

Date: 18/02/16
Time: 12.30PM to 2.00PM
Location: Ellen Wilkinson Building C1.18
Facilitator: Ian Pople
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/academic-writing-condensed-lecture-2-tickets-21030850841
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training

Statistics:
Students Registered: 26
Registered Students Attended: 10

Questionnaire Feedback:  10 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 5
Part Time Students: 2

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 9.8

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 9.8

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 9.6

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 9.6

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Advice on ways of writing introductions
· All. Thank you.
· Reporting the literature
· Talking about the outline at the end of the introduction
· Organised and clear
· Loads of information helpful to planning and organising dissertation
· The worksheets and examples, the time to talk, and work them out with classmates

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· Can last longer and (conclude slowlier?)
· More time
· Maybe slow down a little bit?
· Timing is a little problematic (????)
· Longer we need more time.

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?


[bookmark: _Toc331663772]Using Spatial Theory

	This seminar highlights key ideas in spatial theory and signposts theoretical pathways, which students can use to engage with space in their own research. Focusing on the work of Michel Foucault, Michel de Certeau and Henri Lefebvre, students will have the opportunity to consider their ideas in relation to Haussmann's Paris.

Required Readings: 
Hans Christian Andersen, “The Dryad”
Optional Readings: 
Michel de Certeau, "Walking in the City" from The Practice of Everyday Life
Michel Foucault, "Of Other Spaces"
Henri Lefebvre, Chapter 1 (Section XV), The Production of Space

Date: 24/02/16
Time: 17.00-19.00
Location: University Place 5.206
Facilitator: Mary Brigid Farrelly 
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/using-spatial-theory-tickets-21030867892
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training, Using Theory

Statistics:
Students Registered: 24
Registered Students Attended: 10

Questionnaire Feedback: 10 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 4
Part Time Students: 1

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 8.6

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.2

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.7

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 8.5

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Excellent clarity of presentation
· ??? Was interesting to learn about
· Really great—good discussion clear engaging slides
· Input from other participants welcomed
· Well structured and paced. Accessible but enough to move on from in own study.
· Choice of literature. Accommodation of discussion. Down to earth. Explanations.
· The discussions and the tact that it is interactive
· I liked the overview nature of this class, giving us tools for future research. 
· Comprehensive overview of J v. useful theories of space. 

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· No more like this!
· I think at that time of day wine and nibbles would be very much in place
· I personally don’t like “work with your partner” times—would rather discuss as a whole group!!
· Send literature earlier. More classroom light maybe. It is late.
· Have more time for exercise. Time management. 
· The text analysis could have been longer/more central. 

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· Everyday
· Discourse Analysis. Bourdieus vs. Foucault.
· Another future session with more theorists would be cool! Thanks!
· Maybe Bachelard could be a nice addition.






[bookmark: _Ref331663574][bookmark: _Toc331663773]March 2016:

[bookmark: _Toc331663774]Speed Reading for PGT Students

Speed-reading is an incredibly useful skill for researchers to have. This is an interactive workshop which teaches the basic principles of speed reading and how they can be applied successfully to academic texts to save you time and help you work more efficiently and effectively. Please note that this course is designed for PGT students to gradually develop speed-reading skills and the techniques learned must be practised and applied over time. To get the most out of this session, please bring at least two documents to read (e.g. journal articles, academic books, reports, etc.).

Date: 02/03/16
Time: 17.00-19.00
Location: University Place 6.207
Facilitator: Helen Underhill
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/speed-reading-for-pgt-students-tickets-21063389164
	Type of Session: PGT Skills Training

Statistics:
Students Registered: 26
Registered Students Attended: 13

Questionnaire Feedback:  14 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 10
Part Time Students: 4

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 9

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 9

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 9.43

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 9.07

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· The techniques introduced will be very helpful when I need to look for literature for writing essays. 
· Useful tips about preparing to read, structuring reading.
· The toolkits for improving reading speed. Help me to be more organised. 
· The strategies for decided whether a book/article is worth reading in depth
· The resources on reading strategies and critical analysis of a text—helping to decipher what we are trying to gai(?)—train a text before embarking on it. 
· It was very well structured , it was easy to try and apply the 3 steps one after the other
· Very useful reading strategies. Lively trainer who gave very clear explanations.
· Lots of useful strategies in reading fast and efficiently.
· Strategies to speed-reading. Synopsis of text. Reading and mind-mapping
· Word technique. Pacer Technique. Words to look for (nevertheless, despite,…), mind maps and colours.
· Lots of examples and useful tips that I feel I can apply.
· Practical skills that I have never thought about!
· The techniques for speeding up the reading process, especially grouping words and suppressing the sub vocalisation. 
· Examples of how the speed reading works using text

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· I think the title could perhaps mislead students—it’s not the magic trick to speed up all current reading but a sill to apply for different types of reading. 
· Very nice. 
· 1-1.5 h is better?
· Running an additional session to work on a complete text and/or chapter in class to apply the strategy
· I thought a magazine would be long enough, maybe clearly state that we skim through the whole book.
· Earlier in the day would be better. 
· More interactions. <3 plz.


Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· More sessions on preparing for the research outline specifically—how to formulate research questions for this size of project. 
· Offer some refreshments. More reading skills (e.g. synonym, homonyms---discourse analysis may help to improve reading speed). 
· More actual speed reading strategies rather than strategies to decide whether to read something
· Perhaps a section on how to retain concentration on a difficult text I suppose tis would mean reading short bursts and making notes?
· It was great and very useful. 
· More classes like this 


[bookmark: _Toc331663775]Creative Thinking and Originality in Dissertation Writing

Academic originality means producing work that is new and significant. How can you achieve such creativity at the MA level? This session explores various routes to the production of original research at the MA level, looks at some resources available, and considers examples from successful past dissertation work. 

Date: 09/03/16
Time: 12.00-14.00
Location: Ellen Wilkinson B2.4
Facilitator: Peter Oakes
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/creative-thinking-and-originality-in-dissertation-writing-tickets-21491279997
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training


Statistics:
Students Registered: 29
Registered Students Attended: 16

Questionnaire Feedback: 16 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 14
Part Time Students: 1

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 7.63

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7.63

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· It was useful to go over what makes a piece of work original and the different ways you can think to make your work original (in preparation for dissertation).
· Being told that creativity is also about “significance”. Using secondary resources.
· Well-structured. Gave useful hints for resources. 
· The individual examples about has certain methods may be applied. 
· Useful but limited as focused on contemporary history less so. Good though. 
· Lots of tips on how to make my project more original, the sorts of questions to ask. 
· It was quite a simple approach—presented an accessible toolbox of things to think about as we continue to plan our projects. 
· Examples from the convenor were very helpful to make his points clear.
· Tactics to originality
· The presentation and content explained

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· To have the same session, but for each specific field e.g. linguistics specifically
· It can be extended to include practical sessions. E.g. give a field/topic—how to deal with it from different perspectives
· More hands on maybe? –a second hour to allow your knowledge to be put into practise. This would have been more useful in semester one! (we’ve already had to hand in research proposals, etc.)
· Would be helpful if specifically subject based.
· Notions of combining (?) historical discourse with social science theory. 
· Would have been more helpful in Dec/early Jan, as I’ve already had to hand in a research outline! Still useful but it would have been handier earlier on. 
· I felt it was quite brief—perhaps could have benefitted from more discussion or examples? Wider range of examples from different disciplines?
· No thank you. 
· Make more examples of MA titles accessible
· It could be interesting to provide MA specific sessions—we will be able to see what are actual requirements from our study. 

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· Perhaps have a similar session in semester 1
· Developing your research questions. Identifying answerable questions. Sharpening focus. 
· A typical of outstanding MA thesis



[bookmark: _Toc331663776]Jacques Derrida: Language, History, Ethics

This session aims to show that Jacques Derrida is not the incomprehensible or esoteric thinker he is sometimes taken to be, and that his writing can be useful and productive in providing us novel ways of thinking about many issues of interdisciplinary importance – in this session, language, history and ethics. We will begin with an introduction to some of Derrida's key terms, before moving on to close reading and discussion of extracts from two texts. Extracts from 'Spectres of Marx' and 'Of Hospitality' are available to registered students - participants should read these in advance and bring copies along. Discussion will touch on topics such as the cross-disciplinary use of ideas such as deconstruction, the relevance of the concepts of history and ethics Derrida develops, and what (if anything) might be outside the remit of deconstructive criticism."

Date: 09/03/16
Time: 17.00-19.00
Location: University Place 6.207
Facilitator: Edmund Chapman 
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/jacques-derrida-language-history-ethics-tickets-21063489464
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training, Using Theory

Statistics:
Students Registered: 16
Registered Students Attended: 7

Questionnaire Feedback:  7 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 4
Part Time Students: 1

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 8.71

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 9

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 9

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 8.43

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Discussion of Derridas ‘non-terminal’ terms, which he uses in his work. Open space, useful answers to questions, and clarity in presentation. 
· Very engaging, and so many opportunities to ask questions! I feel like I have a far better understanding of Derrida now. I really appreciate the power point too. 
· Very helpful to go through the key of Derrida, feel like I understand him a bit better now.
· The amount of discussion was very good. Allowed for more understanding. 
· Both understanding of Derrida
· I feel like I can read Derrida now with basic understanding of ‘concepts’ he talks about, in order to understand his works. 

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· Longer-ran out of time to coverall of the outlined material. 
· Perhaps to be supplied the questions when doing the reading, I found the reading quite hard, but it might have been helpful to have some ideas to focus on when reading. 

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· More Derrida, extra session on material please and thank you!
· More theory intensives on key thinkers! Marcuse and Frankfurt school esp. 
· More information about reading required, maybe together with description of the session when advertises through mail?


[bookmark: _Ref331663619][bookmark: _Toc331663777]April 2016

[bookmark: _Toc331663778]Film Theory and Audiovisual Analysis

This session will offer a thorough overview of the history of film theory through a review of key influential film scholars. The goal of this session will be to familiarise students with the various techniques of audiovisual analysis, and benefits and drawbacks of these approaches.

Date: 13/04/16
Time: 17.00-19.00
Location: University Place 6.207
Facilitator: Daniel White 
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/film-theory-and-audiovisual-analysis-tickets-21063589764
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training, Using Theory

Statistics:
Students Registered: 29
Registered Students Attended: 14

Questionnaire Feedback: 10 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 5
Part Time Students: 3

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 9.3

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 7.9

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.2

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 8

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Terms given. Practiced analysis with feedback from tutor. Bibliography given
· Introduced a number of theoretical frameworks I have not come across. Many useful to my research elsewhere in Music
· Very clear explanation on key terms for film music analysis
· So much useful vocals. Very well laid out, nice mix of group activities and lecture. Very helpful to have a bibliography too. For everything very well explained with examples
· Good work to apply what learnt was very useful. Clear direction—very engaging instruction. Bibliography0—very helpful also. 
· Some very useful concepts and an overview of relevant theory
· A nuanced specific session which focused on something which can often be overblown or broad---ranging general master’s
· Very well prepared, good level of detail. Open to group question. Productive learning environment, friendly.
· Excellent balance of theory and practical analysis
· Key concepts were explained beautifully 

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· More sessions
· It would have been good to know this focused on film, music, but nonetheless it was helpful. 
· Perhaps slightly more time spent on the concepts (explanations were quite fast), but I appreciate that there was a lot to cover!
· None-perfect!
· Perhaps could have a little less reading off the sheets, but this does show a great level of care and detail. 
· If a clip were explained before screening it (rather than after) , the clueless (like me) would be able to focus on what the facilitator wants us to do. Or showing it twice. 

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· More film theory in general
· No very useful.
· An accompanying sermon on film image as well as film music
· More exploration of compiled vs. composed score and the use of composed scores in fantasy film. Would be great!


[bookmark: _Toc331663779]Thinking Postmodernism

This session aims to present the main features, which characterise postmodern literature, and specifically narrative fiction. By focusing on Linda Hutcheon’s concept of ‘historiographic metafiction,’ this workshop will first introduce the main (and contested) definitions of postmodern literature. It will then present the main elements, which characterise postmodern literature, focusing on intertextuality, metafiction and fragmentation.  

Date: 20/04/16
Time: 17.00-19.00
Location: University Place 6.207
Facilitator: Maria Montt Strabucchi
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thinking-postmodernism-tickets-21063627878
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training, Using Theory

Statistics:
Students Registered: 18
Registered Students Attended: 5

Questionnaire Feedback: 5 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 3
Part Time Students: 2

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 7.8

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 7.2

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 8.2

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 7

Useful Comments:


Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· I found it helpful that we discussed different authors and texts and had to try to identify features of postmodernism ourselves. I also liked the discussion we had. 
· Good overview of postmodernism and its theories and practitioners
· The speech on postmodernism, and the reading afterwards
· Really interesting examples (quotes, and extracts) helped form a stronger idea of all that postmodernism can encompass
· A competent overview of the key points in postmodernism

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· NO, I think it does not need improvement
· Maybe a further session going into more depth on what comes after postmodernism—also looking at a wider range of texts. 
· Text on one of handouts was too small so read very easily. Critiques of postmodernism felt a bit too simplistic and outdated? I didn’t feel that I was learning much that I didn’t already know—I thought it would be more complex. Would be better to advertise this as an introduction. 

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· No, I have no suggestions
· Maybe an inclusion of the arguments regarding structuralism and post-structuralism? 
· I’d be interested in looking at some of the sub-sections in more detail. There’s a lot to cover in 2 hours (but it was a really good taster). I’m a bit of a slow reader so it took me a while to get through the fiction extracts in time for the discussion. Perhaps they could be emailed in advance. 
[bookmark: _Toc331663780][bookmark: _Toc331663781]Maybe another postmodern theorize it in more depth?
Effective Research Presentation: Interest, Audience, Confidence

The fundamental premise of this workshop is that investing time and effort in becoming an engaging, confident and skilful presenter is essential in order to do justice to your academic research. This session will guide PGT students through the following: 

· Finding relevant calls for papers and understanding the requirements of different presentation opportunities and formats (posters, symposiums, round tables, conferences etc.) 
· Writing a successful abstract 
· Applying for travel funding 
· Structuring a conference paper 
· Designing an effective poster 
· Technology and visual aids 
· On the day – the DOs and DON’Ts of good presenting 
· Adapting to your audience and fielding conference questions 
· Making the most of networking and making connections 
· Chairing for panels and guest speakers 
· When things go wrong (and how to turn it around!) 

Date: 21/04/16
Time: 17.00-19.00
Location: University Place 5.206
Facilitator: Amy Rushton and Nicola Runciman
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/effective-research-presentation-interest-audience-confidence-tickets-21063681037
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training


Statistics:
Students Registered: 24
Registered Students Attended: 8

Questionnaire Feedback: 5 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 3
Part Time Students: 2

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 8

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.6

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 9

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 8

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· This was a great session. Both speakers were very knowledgeable and engaging. The best session I’ve been to and a topic very useful for my future career work. Thanks so much!
· It was really useful. At the moment I’m not really think about doing conference papers but am hoping to continue to PhD in the future and all the advice was really helpful. Can also be applied to presentations of other types too. E.g. presenting ideas as part of MA course. Talking about dissertation topic etc. Good to get insight into the process of looking for opportunities, different formats, etc. Also very engaging presentation!
· A good introduction-confirms my approach to conferences. Presenters accessible and dynamic. 
· Talking from experience
· Clear presentation and knowledgeable presenters. They covered many areas and very interactive. 

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· Specify audience—if for people who have not presented before or people who want to improve their presenting, skills from experience. I found it a little general. Good on questions section but that where I feel comfortable. 
· Provide the copy of the slides in the order that they are actually projected. Less ‘bad’ jokes. Attending a training from 5pm-7pm on Thursday is really challenging—it is better at morning

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· I have experience-presenting lecturing. I would like a workshop on the delivery maybe something more practical (but realise these workshops probably already exist! ) Thank you
· Body language. Presenting in English or Foreign accent. 


[bookmark: _Toc331663782]Beyond Binaries? Feminist Translation Theories and Re-reading Gender in Translated Texts

Feminist Translation approaches have been described as the intersection between Deconstruction and Gender Studies, translation praxis being an active engagement with literature working to show women - and other identity groups oppressed by patriarchy –as visible in and despite patriarchal language.  Feminist Translation interventions are associated with: showing the (Feminist) translator’s interventions as visible within the text; “woman-handling” the text of a translation to resist the over-writing of women by and via patriarchal language structures; or “hijacking” a text for overt feminist purposes. What is crucial and challenging in Feminist Translation praxis is translator agency: it should be overt to avoid reiterating or “unconsciously adhering to…dominant ideology”(Castro: 2009: 3). Yet, often having little or no control over all “real-world” processes involved in a publication, to what extent can translators and readers interpret gender and language in translated texts? If a language has different gender markers, how can gender and its potential for subversion be rendered and read in a translated text, particularly if the reader has no access to the source language? Drawing on developments in Gender and Post-colonial Studies challenging what underpinned initial Feminist Translation theory as it developed in Quebec from the 1990s, this session aims to facilitate engagement with the possibilities and challenges of Feminist Translation as a tool for re/reading and re/writing gender and translated texts. This session will give space to experience and reflect Feminist Translation as theoretical tool for enhancing critical readings of gender and binaries in texts for readers working inside and outside the field of Translation Studies.

Date: 27/04/16
Time: 17.00-19.00
Location: University Place 6.207
Facilitator: Ruth Abou Rached
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/beyond-binaries-feminist-translation-theories-and-re-reading-gender-in-translated-texts-tickets-21063718148
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training, Using Theory


Statistics:
Students Registered: 16
Registered Students Attended: 6

Questionnaire Feedback: 6 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 
Part Time Students: 

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 8.17

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 8.17

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 9

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 8.5

Useful Comments:


Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Excellent overview and debates in feminist translation and translation theory more generally
· Very useful and very interesting
· Some useful texts, ways of thinking about problems in translation
· Everything was quite useful. The presenter was excellent in guiding the discussion. 


Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· So much packed in either prepares less material for session or stop discussing so much? Although discussion is good! Or a longer session!
· More, More, More
· No. It was great! We need more like this
· Very heavy in theory and jargon, making it unclear for outsiders to the field
· Stop saying—I suppose all the time. Time management
· It was brilliant very though provoking

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· More of the same please!
· More sessions on crossroads and interdisciplinary approaches concerning gender studies and other disciplines
· Thank you very much 

[bookmark: _Ref331663638][bookmark: _Toc331663783]May 2015

[bookmark: _Toc331663784]Phenomenology and Film Studies

The aim of this session is to introduce participants to the recent phenomenological turn in Film Studies. Attendees will be familiarised with core phenomenological concepts and their usages within film theory by key film scholars, such as Laura U. Marks (2000), Vivian Sobchack (2004) and Jennifer M. Barker (2009). At the end of the session, participants will be well versed in phenomenological film theory and will feel confident when applying it to films.

Date: 04/05/16
Time: 14.00-16.00
Location: University Place 6.207
Facilitator: Kaya Davies
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/phenomenology-and-film-studies-tickets-21063739211
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training, Using Theory

Statistics:
Students Registered: 11
Registered Students Attended: 2

Questionnaire Feedback: 2 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 1
Part Time Students: 0

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 10

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 10

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 10

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 10

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Very clear, useful overview of key writers on phenomenology and its use in film studies.
· Really clear introduction to phenomenology. Examples explained theory really well. Friendly and knowledgeable leader

Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· N/A

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· More film theory related sessions



[bookmark: _Toc331663785]Introduction to Marxism

An introduction to Marxist critical theory, this session will help students develop an understanding of its historical legacy, and  its influence in the fields of history, race, politics, and gender. In addition it will provide a critical evaluation of Marxist thought, and evaluate its significance in the world today. 

Date: 05/05/16
Time: 17.00-19.00
Location: University Place 5.206 
Facilitator: David Firth
Sign-up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introduction-to-marxism-tickets-21063766292
Type of Session: PGT Skills Training, Using Theory

Statistics:
Students Registered: 19
Registered Students Attended: 5

Questionnaire Feedback: 3 Forms Received

Full Time Students: 1
Part Time Students: 2

1=Not at all	5= Some		10=Very much so

Q1: Feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today?
	Average response: 9

Q2: Feel this session was relevant to your programme of study?
	Average response: 10

Q3: Feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?
	Average response: 10

Q4: Feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme for future careers?
	Average response: 9.67

Useful Comments:

Q: What did you find useful, helpful, or beneficial about this session? 
· Very interesting, it has been very good in order to think about how to apply Marxist Theory
· Very good to have a copy of the text to refer to. Liked the audiovisual stuff! Lots of discussion, which was great for learning and asking questions, applying, own work etc. But perhaps this was because there were only 5 attendees—maybe if there were more of us it would have been harder to discuss but also have more viewpoints. 
· Very interesting knowing discussion. Mix of materials (handouts, book, audiovisual) helps to get a good grounding, recommendation for reading and inspiring ideas


Q: Do you have any suggestions for how this session could be improved?
· Great 
· More of it—perhaps a series of workshops which delved into increasing detail
· Maybe another session as there was so much to cover and the discussion was very wide ranging

Q: Do you have any suggestions for future sessions? Were there any topics that were not covered in this session that you would have liked covered?
· Sessions on narrative theory and discursive analysis
· I would like a part II to continue the discussion


[bookmark: _Toc331614555][bookmark: _Ref331615866][bookmark: _Ref331663656][bookmark: _Toc331663786][bookmark: _Ref331663916]Select Feedback from Semester I Survey
[bookmark: _Toc331614556][bookmark: _Ref331615879]
Reasons for not partaking in PGT Skills Training Programme:
· Work commitments and lack of time.
· Not enough time...
· there sometimes are conflicts between our courses with the set training sessions, which are confusing, especially when we are recommended to attend some of them.
· Not relevant for me.
· Wrong days. They were always scheduled for days I didn't have classes, and I wouldn't even be in town for those days, I commute.
· Scheduling conflicts
· Many of the skills training sessions clashed with my (few) contact hours.  The couple I did attend were not particularly helpful, making me less inclined to try others.
· I have a fairly long commute to university as I do not live on campus. Therefore it is difficult for me to come to everything.
· Not interested
· Not enough time
· Unrelated
· Sometimes it is difficult to attend events given that I work full time and evening options are limited.
· I live 2 hours by train and they were on the days I was not on campus.
· Work in the days.
· scheduling conflicts
· I don't know what Arts Methods Workshops are about.
· most of the time it was due to scheduling conflicts - I work full time and things I maybe would have attended were during my work hours so I couldn't get to them.
· I live far from the university and therefore it is not practical to come to the university for an hour seminar or lecture. However, if there are relevant events when I am in Manchester I take the opportunity to attend them.
· I attended a great many of these in my first year of the MA study.  This year I am being selective about what I attend because of the time pressure associated with completing my assignments and researching and writing my dissertation, not to mention work and presenting responsibilities.
· I work part-time so was not able to attend a lot of the sessions due to clashes with either Uni or work.
	
Additional Comments:
· Basically I'm satisfied with the sessions I attended in Semester I. I would like to know more about visa application.
· thank you for all of your support Michelle throughout this year!
· I felt that the necessary workshops were offered and there seems to be adequate provision for extra learning. Had I lived closer to the university it would have given me many more opportunities to attend.
· The different methods used to inform students are excellent and the range of opportunities provided to improve ones skills is broad. I would definitely have liked to attend more of the many opportunities offered, but this was not possible in my circumstances.
· I am desperate for a workshop on Foucault, specifically looking at his ideas on discourse and power, to help me with my dissertation.






[bookmark: _Ref331663666][bookmark: _Toc331663787]Statistical Overview of Programme (whole year)

[bookmark: _Ref331663677][bookmark: _Toc331663788]Semester I: Registration, Attendance, and Turnout

	No.
	Title
	Reg.
	Att.
	%

	1
	Library Introductory Talk
	65
	51
	78.46

	2
	Academic Writing for Mature Students
	31
	22
	70.97

	3
	Academic Writing 1
	64
	51
	79.69

	4
	Academic Writing 1 Repeat
	62
	39
	62.90

	5
	Research Ethics I
	35
	27
	77.14

	6
	Academic Writing 2
	65
	63
	96.92

	7
	So You Want to Do a PhD?
	23
	15
	65.22

	8
	Referencing and Plagiarism
	32
	14
	43.75

	9
	Academic Writing 3
	56
	35
	62.50

	10
	Using Memory Theory
	28
	8
	28.57

	11
	Speed Reading for PGT Students
	49
	19
	46.34

	12
	Academic Writing 4
	61
	36
	59.02

	13
	Jean-Luc Nancy
	15
	6
	40

	14
	Theorising the Gaze
	35
	11
	31.43

	15
	Academic Reading
	26
	12
	46.15

	16
	Academic Writing 5
	30
	27
	90




No. of Total PGT Sessions with Feedback: 16
Average Turnout: 61.19%
Percentage of FT Students Attended: 68.12%
Percentage of PT Students Attended: 12.16%
Percentage Unknown: 19.72%




[bookmark: _Ref331663687][bookmark: _Toc331663789]Semester II: Registration, Attendance, and Turnout

	No.
	Title
	Reg.
	Att.
	%

	1
	Academic Writing Condensed Lecture 1
	19
	13
	68.42

	2
	Research Ethics II
	21
	21
	-

	3
	Translation and Why it Matters
	7
	3
	42.86

	4
	Academic Writing Condensed Lecture 2
	26
	10
	34.62

	5
	Using Spatial Theory
	24
	10
	37.5

	6
	Speed Reading for PGT Students
	26
	13
	50

	7
	Academic Writing Workshop 1
	4
	4
	-

	8
	Creative Thinking and Originality
	29
	16
	55.17

	9
	Jacques Derrida
	16
	7
	43.75

	10
	Academic Writing Workshop 2
	8
	8
	-

	11
	Film Theory and Audiovisual Analysis
	29
	14
	42.28

	12
	Academic Writing Workshop 3
	5
	5
	-

	13
	Thinking Postmodernism
	18
	5
	27.78

	14
	Effective Research Presentations
	24
	8
	33.33

	15
	Beyond Binaries
	16
	6
	37.5

	16
	Academic Writing Workshop 4
	4
	4
	-

	17
	Phenomenology and Film Studies
	11
	2
	18.18

	18
	Introduction to Marxism
	19
	5
	26.32





No. of Total PGT Sessions with Feedback: 18
Average Turnout: 56.87%
Percentage of FT Students Attended: 50.66%
Percentage of PT Students Attended: 15.13%
Percentage Unknown: 34.21%



[bookmark: _Toc331614557][bookmark: _Ref331615888]






[bookmark: _Ref331663696][bookmark: _Toc331663790]Semester I: Average Q Responses

	No.
	Title
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4

	1
	Library Introductory Talk
	8.30
	8.86
	8.49
	8.29

	2
	Academic Writing for Mature Students
	7.71
	8.43
	8.29
	8.29

	3
	Academic Writing 1
	7.27
	8.68
	8.49
	7.84

	4
	Academic Writing 1 Repeat
	7.02
	8.66
	7.88
	7.34

	5
	Research Ethics I
	7.13
	8
	7.96
	7.3

	6
	Academic Writing 2
	7.25
	8.15
	7.93
	7.63

	7
	So You Want to Do a PhD?
	9.23
	9.38
	9.62
	9.46

	8
	Referencing and Plagiarism
	8
	8.92
	8.75
	8.33

	9
	Academic Writing 3
	7.2
	8.34
	8.16
	7.63

	10
	Using Memory Theory
	7.67
	7.33
	7
	7.33

	11
	Speed Reading for PGT Students
	8.05
	8.82
	8.8126
	8.45

	12
	Academic Writing 4
	7.74
	8.49
	8.31
	7.83

	13
	Jean-Luc Nancy
	9.17
	9.17
	9.17
	9

	14
	Theorising the Gaze
	8.14
	7.43
	8.71
	7.57

	15
	Academic Reading
	8
	8.08
	8.67
	7.83

	16
	Academic Writing 5
	8.04
	8.88
	8.58
	7.96



1=Not at all, 5= Some, 10= Very much so

Q1: Do you feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today? 

Q2: Do you feel that this session was relevant to your programme of study?

Q3: Do you feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?

Q4: Do you feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme or future career?





[bookmark: _Ref331663710][bookmark: _Toc331663791]Semester II: Average Question Responses

	No.
	Title
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4

	1
	Academic Writing Condensed Lecture 1
	8.17
	9.58
	9.50
	8.58

	2
	Research Ethics II
	7.07
	8.33
	8.20
	7.67

	3
	Translation and Why it Matters
	8.33
	9
	8.67
	8.33

	4
	Academic Writing Condensed Lecture 2
	9.8
	9.8
	9.6
	9.6

	5
	Using Spatial Theory
	8.6
	8.2
	8.7
	8.5

	6
	Speed Reading for PGT Students
	9
	9
	9.43
	9.07

	7
	Academic Writing Workshop 1
	-
	-
	-
	-

	8
	Creative Thinking and Originality
	7.63
	8
	8
	7.63

	9
	Jacques Derrida
	8.71
	9
	9
	8.43

	10
	Academic Writing Workshop 2
	-
	-
	-
	-

	11
	Film Theory and Audiovisual Analysis
	9.3
	7.9
	8.2
	8

	12
	Academic Writing Workshop 3
	-
	-
	-
	-

	13
	Thinking Postmodernism
	7.8
	7.2
	8.2
	7

	14
	Effective Research Presentations
	8
	8.6
	9
	8

	15
	Beyond Binaries
	8.17
	8.17
	9
	8.5

	16
	Academic Writing Workshop 4
	-
	-
	-
	-

	17
	Phenomenology and Film Studies
	10
	10
	10
	10

	18
	Introduction to Marxism
	9
	10
	10
	9.67



1=Not at all, 5= Some, 10= Very much so

Q1: Do you feel more confident or knowledgeable about the subject discussed today? 

Q2: Do you feel that this session was relevant to your programme of study?

Q3: Do you feel that this session was beneficial for either your programme of study or your future career development?

Q4: Do you feel that you are now able to apply what was taught in this course to your programme or future career?
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· All statistics and feedback have been gathered through the feedback forms distributed at the end of each session. Great effort has been made this year to ensure that every facilitator for each workshop, lecture, or seminar has distributed these forms to students and returned them accordingly.
· Spelling mistakes and other grammatical errors have mostly been kept in the feedback comments
· The question related to whether or not the student is full- or part-time is unfortunately not very prominent on the feedback form and is often skipped, final analysis of this has been omitted
· The end of semester survey was not completed in great numbers. There were only 35 fully completed survey questions and many of the questions were redundant with respect to the feedback forms. 
· Students are less likely to respond to surveys, but are willing to fill out a feedback form at the end of the session. There is virtually no responses when students are asked to participate in a feedback session, or when PGT student reps are contacted for future follow up. 
· Attendance rates remains strong in semester I and declined after Easter Break, as is typical of semester II
· Registration rates remained strong throughout the year. This could in part be because this year the registration was opened at the beginning of each semester instead of rolled out week by week. 
· Attendance at the Using Theory Sessions remained fairly strong in comparison to previous years. Overall feedback on these sessions remains positive with barely any overtly negative comments to the sessions, and many explicitly positive responses to the sessions. It is quite common to have requests for follow up or feedback sessions. 
· In measuring feedback explicitly for each session the overall response to the sessions has been positive, and students have been able to identify explicit parts of the session that they find useful in nearly every feedback form. 
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The core programme should not be changed, but should incorporate the following changes:

Sessions to Reduce:
· The Careers Drop-in Sessions should either be cancelled or only be offered after semester I as barely any students utilised this. It may be better to only offer this for October and November in Semester I and should demand for the sessions persist, offer them again in semester II
· Academic Writing Workshops: These sessions were not as highly subscribed this year, though it could be because they were initially scheduled for mid-afternoon rather than the evening. It may be worthwhile to either limit the number of sessions offered to 2, or to replace these with the more thematic Academic Writing lectures described below:

Sessions to Expand:
· The PhD session should be further expanded and developed and offered as early as possible. Jerome Brillaud suggested that PhD application support be further developed. This year there were 3 different times in which this was discussed, but there was not a programme that fully supported the writing of PhD applications. A workshop series could be developed.
· Using Theory Sessions: Sign-up may be higher if we also solicit specific topics in a focused series such as post-modernism, post-colonialism, Foucault, etc., and state this explicitly in the job posting. The sessions while still well received are still quite specific/narrow. In addition given that it is common for students to request additional sessions on a particular topic, it may be possible to develop a follow up programme or potentially online-materials for further research for students. 
· Academic Writing for Mature/Returning Students, It may be better to offer a two-part series, as this was a very popular session. It may also help to alleviate the burden on the initial academic writing sessions (1 & 2)
· Academic Writing Condensed Lectures should be expanded to 2 hours, or potentially 3 sessions

Sessions to Add:
· Academic Writing for International Students (perhaps offer a 2-part series)
· Further development of the Blackboard page. Currently it holds the session materials from facilitators that are willing to submit their teaching materials, but it may be worthwhile to develop more of an online component or find online components to help students who are travelling from outside Manchester, or whose part-time work conflicts with these sessions. 

Sessions to Alter:
· The session on Research Ethics was not as well received as it could have been. The session was criticised for being hurried, repetitive, and also not subject-specific enough. It may be necessary to either rebrand this session or rework it to break it down into low, medium, and high risk proposals, and to also increase the length of the session
· The careers services is drifting away from offering specific PG focused workshops, however they should be encouraged to continue Darcey Gillie’s programme, as students often ask for careers workshops, though often times this is subject or career specific
· There are certain sessions that are time sensitive, in that they are most useful at a particular time of year. The Creative Thinking and Originality session will need to be in first semester if possible. This year it was in semester II because the facilitator was on leave. 

Advertising:
· Most students prefer to be contacted via email or blackboard according to survey sent out. Next year we should try to encourage students to visit the Blackboard page more frequently in order to check for updates, as well as the graduate school blog, Facebook page, and twitter account
· Posters are becoming increasingly less practical given last minute changes, and the fact that the schedule is not always complete until after the start of each semester 

Resources:
· The new PGT Skills Training Coordinator will need access to office space in the Graduate School, as well as a computer, printer, and ideally a phone line. This has been lost this year due to the on-going refurbishment of Sam Alex, but as soon as this is complete the original office in Ellen Wilkinson should be reinstated if possible. . 
· It may be worthwhile to introduce office hours for students to meet and discuss skills training issues once an office has been (re) established.
· At present the role is a casual contract position, but in the future it may be better to make it a 0.3FTE contracted position with the school in order to ensure that the person holding the role is given full staff privileges
· The budget will most likely need to be expanded in order to accommodate the growing number of Using Theory sessions, and the increased number of academic writing sessions, and finally to cover the fee of my shadow, David Firth in semester I. I request that he be paid a fee of £100/month starting in September in order to cover the cost of training. David anticipates continuing in this role for several years should he be re-hired and therefore this would only be an occasional fee. 
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%	Library Introductory Talk	Academic Writing for Mature Students	Academic Writing #1	Academic Writing #1 Repeat	Research Ethics I	Academic Writing #2	So You Want to Do a PhD?	Referencing and Plagiarism	Academic Writing #3	Using Memory Theory	Speed Reading for PGT Students	Academic Writing #4	Jean-Luc Nancy	Theorising the Gaze	Academic Reading	Academic Writing #5	0.784615384615385	0.709677419354839	0.796875	0.629032258064516	0.771428571428571	0.969230769230769	0.652173913043478	0.4375	0.625	0.285714285714286	0.463414634146341	0.590163934426229	0.4	0.314285714285714	0.461538461538462	0.9	Attendance Rate Semester II
Academic Writing Condensed Lecture #1	Research Ethics II	Translation and Why it Matters	Academic Writing Condensed Lecture #2	Using Spatial Theory	Speed Reading for PGT Students	Creative Thinking and Originality	Jacques Derrida	Film Theory and Audiovisual Analysis	Thinking Postmodernism	Effective Research Presentation	Beyond Binaries?	Phenomenology and Film Studies	Intro to Marxism	0.684210526315789	1.0	0.428571428571429	0.384615384615385	0.416666666666667	0.538461538461538	0.551724137931034	0.4375	0.482758620689655	0.277777777777778	0.333333333333333	0.375	0.181818181818182	0.263157894736842	image2.gif




image3.gif




image4.jpeg




image5.gif




image6.gif




image1.png





ND OF YEAR REPORT
201512016

POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT SKILLS TRAINING
PROGRAMME

SCHOOL OF ARTS, LANGUAGES AND CULTURES
UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER.

Michelle Magin
PGT kils Training Coordinator, SALC




