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Activity 1: Word combinations  

v - works ? - questionable x - doesn’t work

(Based on McCarthy 1990)

problem amount shame man

major v ? x x

great

big

large



Word combinations  

v - works ? - questionable x - doesn’t work

(Based on McCarthy 1990)

problem amount shame man

major v ? x x

great v v v v

big v v x v

large ? v x v



Why?

 ‘major problem’ 

BUT 

‘major shame’ 



Collocations  
Definition: 

- words that often occur together (Lewis 1993)
- a marriage contract between words; some words are more firmly 

married to each other than others (McCarthy 1990)
Types:

- some are fixed, e.g. blonde ____________ 
- some are semi-fixed, e.g. ________ your teeth 

       



The Lexical Approach - explained  
● popularised by Michael Lewis in the 90s (1993, 1997)
● inspired by research of second language acquisition and corpus 

linguistics 
● language consists of prefabricated chunks (lexis and grammar) 
● teachers should encourage ss to record + learn new language as 

phrases rather than individual words 
● emphasises word combinations that are possible and  highly likely 



The Lexical Approach - criticism 

- Can premature lexicalisation cause fossilisation?
- Do ss have to learn thousands of fixed and semi-fixed phrases?
- Can such an approach to language learning result in a condition of “all 

chunks, no pineapple”?
- How can students incorporate these phrases naturally? 

(Adapted from Thornbury, 2010)



The Lexical Approach and I

Do: 

- elicit the full collocation from the ss
- record new lexis as collocations/phrases 
- provide alternatives - brutal/horrific/terrible crime 
- practise pronunciation of the chunk
- note the context 

       



The Lexical Approach and I

Don’t:

- teach individual words 
- define a word with its synonym, synonyms are not usually 

interchangeable (Selivan n.d.) 

wash/clean  clean + your teeth

  wash + your teeth 

       



Checking for collocations 

1. Oxford Collocations Dictionary 

2. Cambridge Dictionary Online

3. Just the word (jtw)

4. Netspeak        



Checking for collocations 

1. Oxford Collocations Dictionary 

on Amazon

       

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-Collocations-Dictionary-students-English/dp/0194325385/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1446481189&sr=8-1&keywords=collocations+dictionary
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-Collocations-Dictionary-students-English/dp/0194325385/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1446481189&sr=8-1&keywords=collocations+dictionary


Checking for collocations 

2. Cambridge Dictionary Online 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/

       

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/


Checking collocations 

3. Just the word (jtw) http://www.just-the-word.com/

- corpus derived tool (corpus - language database)
- based on the British National Corpus 
- type ‘advice’--> shows the most common collocations 

(Based on Selivan, n.d.)
       

http://www.just-the-word.com/


Checking collocations 

4. Netspeak  http://www.netspeak.org/ 

- uses google as the corpus
- type ‘... advice’ or ‘advice…’ ---> gives most common words before 

or after the word 
- type ‘give advice’ ---> shows how frequently words occur together - 

393,000; ‘put advice’ - 580. 

       (Based on Selivan, n.d.)

http://www.netspeak.org/


Collocations  

v - collocates ? - questionable x - doesn’t collocate 

(Based on McCarthy 1990)

problem amount shame man

major v ? x x

great v v v v

big v v x v

large ? v x v



Activity 2: Checking collocations  

Check ‘large problem’ in:

- Oxford Collocations Dictionary
- Cambridge Dictionary Online http://dictionary.cambridge.org/
- Just the word http://www.just-the-word.com/ 
- Netspeak http://www.netspeak.org/ 

       

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/
http://www.just-the-word.com/
http://www.netspeak.org/


Checking collocations  

‘large problem’:

- Oxford Collocations Dictionary - x 
- Cambridge Dictionary Online - x 
- Just the word - x 
- Netspeak - v (36,000) 

       



Quizlet 
1. What is it?

- a free online tool 
- record vocabulary
- a term on one side, a definition on the other side 
- practise vocabulary - various games 



Quizlet 
2. How to sign up?

- go to https://quizlet.com/ 
- go to ‘sign up with email’
- enter your details 
- click on ‘or continue to free Quizlet’

https://quizlet.com/




Quizlet 
2. How to set it up?

-





Quizlet 
3. How to create a class? 

- click on ‘create a class’
- type in the name of your class 
- find your school (University of Manchester) 





Quizlet 
2. How to set it up?

- go to https://quizlet.com/ 
- go to ‘sign up with email’ 

https://quizlet.com/


Quizlet 
4. Confirm your email address 

- go to your email account 
- find the email from Quizlet 
- click ‘confirm your email’
- click ‘continue to your homepage’



Quizlet 
2. How to set it up?

- go to https://quizlet.com/ 
- go to ‘sign up with email’ 

https://quizlet.com/


Quizlet 
2. Confirm your email address 

- go to your email account 
- find the email from Quizlet 
- click ‘confirm your email’
- click ‘continue to your homepage’



Quizlet 
5. How to record vocabulary by topic 

- click on ‘create a study set’
- type in a set title 
- type a term 
- add a image (from Quizlet or your computer)
- add a definition from http://dictionary.cambridge.org/
- set your language
- click on ‘create’   

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/


Quizlet 
4. How to create a study set

- click on ‘create a study set’
-



Quizlet 
4. How to create a study set

- click on ‘create a study set’
-



Quizlet 
6. How to add students 

- click on ‘share’ 
- ask your Ss to follow the link (put the link on Blackboard) 
- Ss have to sign up for Quizlet 
- make your students admins - they can add sets and edit 

definitions 



Quizlet 
4. How to create a study set

- click on ‘create a study set’
-



Quizlet 
4. How to create a study set

- click on ‘create a study set’
-



Quizlet 
4. How to create a study set

- click on ‘create a study set’
-



Quizlet 
4. How to create a study set

- click on ‘create a study set’
-



Quizlet 

https://quizlet.com/ 

https://quizlet.com/
https://quizlet.com/


Quizlet 
How do I use it?

- to pre-teach vocabulary (matching activity) 
- to record target/emergent vocabulary (instead of the board) 
- to practise vocabulary (playing vocab games) 
- to test my students 
- as homework - ss complete definitions/add lexis 



Quizlet 
Benefits of Quizlet?

- it’s a great way to record vocabulary 
- all students have instant access to the target language 
- ss can practise anywhere on their phones 
- fosters autonomous learning ---> ss can edit definitions, add 

phrases, create their own sets
- ss can improve their pronunciation and spelling  
- it’s motivating, fun and engaging 



Quizlet 
Possible issues with Quizlet?

- can be time-consuming for the teacher/students
- not all students have smartphones/computers 
- won’t appeal to all students (and teachers!), not everyone is keen 

on recording vocab online, some prefer teaching/learning on paper



Learning Vocabulary 
- Is recording + practising vocabulary enough to commit new lexis to 

long-term memory? 
- Research suggests that we need to be exposed to a phrase many 

times in different contexts to be able to use it effectively 



Reflection  
What have you learnt?

What have you found interesting/relevant?

What are you going to try out?

What is not interesting/not relevant? 
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