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As from 1st August 2015, Public Health England strongly recommends the ACWY vaccination for all young people up to the age of 25 years.
The current Men ACWY vaccine programme is for ALL young people in the year 13 cohort and ‘new entrants’ only to University, up to the age of 25. This is an extract from the Public Health/ NHS England letter:
“this vaccine was introduced for all teenagers in school year 13 in the 2014/15 academic year in England from August 2015, to respond to a rapid and accelerating increase in cases of a highly aggressive form of meningococcal group W (Men W) disease. In addition, the vaccine is also available to new university entrants, including international students, if they are a first year entrant and up to 25 years of age “
This programme has been commissioned to be delivered through primary care; therefore it is the patients GP that should be giving this vaccine. If students that fall into the above cohort arrive un vaccinated they should be encouraged to register with a GP here in Manchester. The only other alternative would be to obtain the vaccine as soon as possible from their own GP if they are visiting home. 
We suggest you take a copy of this email with you to show your GP and should you have any further problem obtaining the vaccine please contact:
NHS England on 03003112233 for advice
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