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As part of the School of Environment, Educational and Development (SEED) Operational Priorities on Research, the SEED Research Committee is allocating strategic research funding to assist colleagues within the School to better position themselves for major externally funded grant bids. While applications from individual academics will be considered, priority will be given to applications that come from designated Research Groups. In addition, applications that are multi-disciplinary in nature, that bring together colleagues across Research Groups, and that seek to cross disciplinary divides will be especially welcomed.  All applications will need to identify the potential external funding opportunities that they will be aiming to bid for, and to show clearly how SEED strategic research support might help to substantially strengthen the proposed bid. For the SEED Strategic Research Funds allocation in 2016-17, the expectation will be that external grant bids that are to follow will be submitted to external funding bodies no later than July 2018. The SEED Research Committee would especially like to draw attention to the various RCUK Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) funding opportunities.
SEED Strategic Research Funds will offer grants to a maximum value of £7,000. Applications for proposals of smaller values will be welcomed. We hope to fund between 7-10 proposals depending on available resources. Applications must be submitted by 16.00 on Jan 30, 2017. Applications will be considered by the SEED Research Committee on Feb 8, 2017 and decisions will be communicated to applicants shortly thereafter. All funds allocated under the SEED Strategic Research Funds 2016-17 have to be spent by 31 July 2017. Only one application may be made per person/Research Group per year.
All applications have to be clearly focused on using the SEED strategic funding resources to develop and strengthen future applications for major external funding bids. Thus, funds can, inter alia, be sought for the following activities:
· Workshops (including reasonable travel and accommodation expenses according to current SEED guidelines) that bring together UoM and external research partners to help develop external grant bids
· Research Assistance costs (non FEC). This can be associated with helping to develop literature reviews, or relevant data gathering and analysis that is necessary to build the case for a research proposal.  
· Accessing funded databases necessary to build an externally funded research proposal.
· Travel to meet potential research partners (academic, government and third sector) to help develop and embed research partnership, strengthen research co-production, and develop stronger research proposals. 
Applications for SEED Strategic Research Funds 2016-17 should address:
· The broad agenda of the research initiative and the specific external funding opportunities that will be targeted 
· Identify the Research Groups and individual academics within SEED that will be part of the initiative as well as a named PI that will lead the initiative. 
· Identify potential partners within UoM as well as external research partners (including academics, third sector and government) at national and international levels.
· Specify the proposed activities for which funding will be sought 
· Set out how the funding will help to strengthen the case for a future externally funded grant application
· Set out a clear timeline of activities and a date by when a future funding bid will be submitted. 
  
Ineligible costs:
· Core staff costs (i.e. salary)
· Equipment
· Dissemination related activities linked to existing research 
Applications will need to be signed off by the Discipline Research Co-ordinator before being considered by SEED Research Committee.
Please complete the form on the next page and send all applications by email to Khalid Nadvi, SEED Research Director (khalid.nadvi@manchester.ac.uk) and Debra Whitehead (debra.whitehead@manchester.ac.uk), with ‘SEED Strategic Research Support Funds 2016-17’ in the subject line. 
Deadline for submission is 16.00 BST on 30 Jan 2017.
Successful applicants will be informed by 10 February 2017. 
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To be Signed by Lead Applicant:
I confirm that the proposed application is aimed at developing an important external funding bid that is integral to research activities linked to me and my Research Group(s) and Discipline.
Signature: 
Date: 

To be completed by the Discipline Research Co-ordinator:
I confirm that I have read and approved this application. The proposed project is aimed at developing an important external funding bid that is integral to activities linked to the Lead Applicant, relevant Research Groups and the Discipline.
Signature: 
Date: 

