
Best Friends, Boyfriend and 

Girlfriends?

• What proportion of people have a best friend?

• What proportion of people have a 

boyfriend/girlfriend?
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Global Differences
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Social attitudes in an age of austerity

Source: British Social Attitudes Survey 7
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Data Skills

• No requirement for A-level Maths

• Basic skills

• Real data

• Critical mind set – Is the data robust?

• Employers are increasingly looking for people with 
good quantitative skills, and taking some quantitative 
options during your degree will enhance your CV 
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http://www.humanities.manchester.ac.uk/q-step/summer-projects/
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“I keep saying the sexy job in the next ten years will be 
statisticians. The ability to take data—to be able to 
understand it, to process it, to extract value from it, to 
visualize it, to communicate it—that’s going to be a 
hugely important skill in the next decades. Because now 
we really do have essentially free and ubiquitous data. So 
the complimentary scarce factor is the ability to 
understand that data and extract value from it. You also 
want to be able to visualize the data, communicate the 
data, and utilize it effectively. But I do think those skills—
of being able to access, understand, and communicate 
the insights you get from data analysis—are going to be 
extremely important.” 

Hal Varian - Google’s chief economist 
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