Research training and development at SEED 2016-17
Research training and development co-ordinator: Dr. Leandro Minuchin

leandro.minuchin@manchester.ac.uk
Office hours: Thursdays 10:00 to 13:00

Research training and development at SEED is envisioned as a support structure that accompanies the progression of PhD students throughout their
3-year program. This support structure exposes students to key issues surrounding the epistemology and politics of knowledge production, the craft-
ing and deployment of methodological tactics and practical research skills. The aim is for students to become familiar with the tensions, procedures
and limitations that surround the practice of research and to illustrate the role of research inside and outside academia.

The research training and development structure is made out of series of compulsory and optional modules. These modules showcase the synergies
and connections that cut across all SEED’s disciplines. Presented as interdisciplinary platforms, the modules will highlight current research conducted
at the school, entangling theory and practice as a pedagogical strategy. The compulsory modules cover the different stages of a research project:
from the framing and development of a research design, to the crafting of bespoke methodological tactics. In these modules, the students will be ex-
posed to both qualitative and quantitative methods. An emphasis will be given to the epistemological and ethical concerns that surround the selection
of each methodological alternative, examining issues of validation, consistency and the production of truth-claims. Three compulsory modules — Re-
search design and practice, Quantitative Tactics and Qualitative Tactics — are complemented by a series of optional courses, seminars and work-
shops. The aim is for students and supervisors to seek in-depth and expert knowledge in specific methodological tactics which are essential to the
development of their research project. Throughout both semesters, students from across the school will be able to join seminars, modules and talks
offered by each discipline at SEED. In conjunction, students are encouraged to engage with the expansive offer of seminars delivered by both meth-
ods@manchester and artsmethods@manchester. Furthermore, the school has allocated a specific funding stream for PhD students to cover the cost
of training courses or summer schools which could benefit students’ research development. Both optional and compulsory modules are open to all
PhD students. First year PhD students must attend the three compulsory modules (details below).

Research design and practice

These sessions intent to provide a common platform for all SEED PhD students to examine the basic components of a research design and how they
relate and influence each other. The course aims to provide students with the tools necessary to revise and update their research proposal, consider-
ing how epistemological positions influence research strategies. The course also covers research practical skills. The student will learn about the
ethics procedure at SEED, how to frame their fieldwork and data gathering process and how to prepare for the viva examination. The course also
aims to support students’ career development by examining academic and non-academic paths for graduate students and publication strategy.

Quantitative tactics
The aim of the module is to familiarise students with the use, application and possibilities of quantitative methodological instruments. The module will
allow students to understand basic commands in R, develop and curate surveys, and construct and delimit samples for research. In addition, the
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course will introduce the use and manipulation of different softwares and platforms: GIS, the handling of big data and using social networks for data
mining.

Qualitative tactics

The aim of this module is to critically engage with the generation, recuperation and analysis of empirical data. Presented through applied case stud-
ies, the students will be exposed to a series of qualitative tactics ranging from ethnographic approaches to archival research and comparative meth-
ods. The course will also introduce students to NVIvo as a platform for data analysis and code generation. The course is structured around the no-
tions of discourse and practice. They will be used as vehicles for students to explore how they can trace, register, observe and compose different col-
lectives and units of analysis.

Discipline options
Each of the school’s discipline offers a course or seminar that examines discipline specific methodological perspectives. The modules are open to all
PhD students (across years). These options run during the first and second semester.

Bespoke methods training: methods@manchester and optional modules

Methods@manchester offers a range of seminars that aim to provide support for specific methodological tactics. The students in conversation with
their supervisory team are encouraged to select options that are appropriate for their research design. Students will be able to apply for funding to
cover the cost of training. A copy of the application form can be found here: http://www.seed.manchester.ac.uk/pgr-handbook/funding-and-finance/re-
search-training-support/. In addition, students can take a series of optional modules delivered by the School of Social Sciences. Details about these
courses will be posted on blackboard.

http://www.methods.manchester.ac.uk/
http://www.artsmethods.manchester.ac.uk/

Assessment

There is no formal assessment associated with the research training and development units. Attendance to the Research design and practice, Quali-
tative tactics and Qualitative tactics modules is compulsory. The students are encouraged to submit an updated version of their proposal, a brief litera-
ture review and a more developed methodological strategy by the end of March. This paper should be discussed with supervisors and serve as work-
ing document towards the year-review.
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1 and 2 semester

Discipline options

Materials, Methods and the City (Leandro Minuchin, Architecture)

Advanced Graduate Program in Geography (Erik Swyngedouw, Geography)

Education Social Theories of Learning (Education)

Best practice case studies in urban development planning in cities in the South (Alfredo Stein, Planning)
DEV@man seminars (GDI)

Geography Research and visualisation (Jason Dortch, Physical Geography)

Development research (GDI)




Bibliography

General research methods handbooks

Brause, R S (2000) Writing Your Doctoral Dissertation: Invisible Rules for Success. Falmer, London.

Blaikie, N. W. H. (2000). Designing social research: the logic of anticipation. Polity Press: Blackwell, Cambridge, UK.
Bulmer, M (1984) Sociological Research Methods: an Introduction. Macmillan, London.

Denzin, N.K. and Y.S. Lincoln. (eds.) (2005) Handbook of qualitative research, 3 edition. Sage, London.

Hart, C (1998) Doing a Literature Review. Sage, London.

Bryman, A (1988) Quantity and Quality in Social Research, Routledge, London.

May, T. (1997) Social Research: issues, methods and process, London: Open University Press.

Lurry, C. and N. Wakeford (eds) (2012) Inventive Methods: the Happening of the Social. Routledge, London.
Paul, A. and S. Atkinson (2010) Qualitative Research Methods. SAGE Publications, London.

Ward, K (2014) Researching the city. Sage, London.

Punch, K F (2000) Developing Effective Research Proposals. Sage, London.

Sayer, A (1992) Method in Social Science. Routledge, London.

Smith, M. J. (1998). Social Science In Question. Sage, London.

Williams, M. (2000). Science and social science: an introduction. Routledge, London.
Flyvbjerg, B. (2001). Making social science matter. CUP, Cambridge.

Graves, N. and Varma, V. (1997) Working for a Doctorate. Routledge, London.

Kvale, S. (1996). Interviews: an introduction to qualitative research interviewing. Sage, London.

Epistemology and ontology

Law, J. (2004) After method: mess in social science research. Routledge: London.
Manicas, P. T. (1987). A History and Philosophy of the Social Sciences. Blackwell, Oxford.
Miller, D. (2010) Stuff. Polity Press: Cambridge.

Appadurai, A. (2006) 'The thing itself' Public Culture, 18:1, 15-21.

Blaikie, N. (2009). Designing social research. Polity, London.

Feyerabend, P. (1993). Against method. Verso.

Kuhn, T. S. (2012). The structure of scientific revolutions. University of Chicago press.

Rose, G. (1997). Situating knowledges: positionality, reflexivities and other tactics. Progress in human geography, 21(3), 305-320.



Sayer, A. (2000). Realism and Social Science. Sage, London.

Case study research
Yin, R. K. (2009). Case study research: Design and methods (4th ed.). Sage, Thousand Oaks.

Peck, J. and Theodore, N. (2012) 'Follow the policy: a distended case approach' Environment and Planning A, vol. 44, n.1, 21-30.

Visual methods

Margolis, E. and Pauwels, L. (2011) Visual Research Methods. SAGE: London.

Pink, S. (2004). Visual methods. Qualitative research practice, 391-406.

Rose, G. (2014). On the relation between ‘visual research methods’ and contemporary visual culture. The Sociological Review, 62(1), 24-46.
Rose,G. (2001) Visual Methodologies: an Introduction to the Interpretation of Visual Materials. Sage, London.

Dodge, M. (2005). The role of maps in virtual research methods. Virtual Methods: Issues in Social Research on the Internet. Ox-
ford: Berg, 113-127.

Critical Discourse analysis

Burman, E. and Maclure, M. (2011) ‘Deconstruction as a method of research: stories from the field’, pp.286-294 in B. Somekh and C.
Lewin (eds.) Theory and Methods in the Social Sciences. London: Sage .2nd Burman, E. Aitken, G., Alldred, A., Allwood, R., Billington, T.,
Goldberg, B., Gordo Lopez, A., Heenan, C.. Marks, D. and Warner, S. (1996) Psychology Discourse Practice: from regulation to resis-
tance. London: Taylor & Francis.

MacLure, M. (2003). Discourse in educational and social research. Buckingham: Open University Press.

Parker, I. (1992/2016) Critical Discursive Psychology. London: Palgrave Macmillan

Parker, 1. (2013). Discourse analysis: Dimensions of critique in psychology. Qualitative Research in Psychology, 10(3), 223-239.

Quantitative methods (textbooks)
Huff, D (1981) How fo Lie with Statistics. Penguin, Harmondsworth.

Grosh, M. and P. Glewwe, 2000, Designing Household Surveys for Developing Countries: Lessons from 15 Years of the Living Standards Measure-
ment Surveys. World Bank, Washington.

Ethnographic approaches
Yaneva, A. (2012) Mapping Controversies in Architecture. Ashgate, Surrey.



Schensul, S. L., Schensul, J. J., & LeCompte, M. D. (1999). Essential ethnographic methods: Observations, interviews, and ques-
tionnaires (Vol. 2). Rowman Altamira.
Preissle, J. and M. D. Le Compte (1984). Ethnography an litativ ign in ional r rch, Academic Press.

GIS
Cope, M., & Elwood, S. (Eds.). (2009). Qualitative GIS: a mixed methods approach. Sage.

Action research methods and research in and with communities

Reinharz, S., & Davidman, L. (1992). Feminist methods in social research Oxford University Press
Borda, F. and M. A. Orlando Rahman (1991).
Fals-Borda, O. (1987). "The application of part|0|patory actlon research in Latln Amerlca " nternatlgnal SQQIQ|ng 2(4): 329 347

Mitlin, D. (2008). "With and beyond the state —co-production as a route to political influence, power and transformation for grassroots or-
ganizations." Environment and Urbanization 20(2): 339-360.

Research methods in Geography
Clifford, N J and Valentine, G (eds) (2003) Key Methods in Geography, Sage, London.

Research methods in Architecture
Borden, | and Reudi, R (2006) The Dissertation: An Architecture Student's Handbook, London: Architectural Press.
Groat, L. and D. Wang (2002) Architectural Research Methods. John Wiley & Sons, New York.

Lucas, R. (2016). Research methods for architecture, Laurence King.

Comparison in Research
Ward, K. (2010) ‘Towards a Relational Comparative Approach to the Study of Cities’ Progress in Human Geography, vol. 34, n. 4,

471-487.
McCann, E. and Ward, K. (2012) 'Assembling urbanism: following policies and 'studying through' the sites and situtations of policy
making' Environment and Planning A, vol. 44, n. 1, 42-51.






