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Agenda

» Welcome and housekeeping
» Overview of the Global Challenge Research Fund
» ESRC GCRF Postdoctoral Fellowships

» Overseas Development Assistance Compliance
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What is GCRF?

JAddress global challenges
through disciplinary and
interdisciplinary research

[ Strengthening capability
for research and
iInnovation, within both UK
and developing countries

Cutting edge research which
addresses the problems
faced by developing

countries QAgile response to
2015 Government Spending Review Outcomes emergenC|eS and
opportunities



Economic an d Social Researc h Counci 150Gl o0
E

C
CIAL
ESEARCH
OUNCIL

Part of the UK Government’s Official
Development Assistance

“research directly and primarily relevant to the problems of
developing countries may be counted as ODA. This
includes research into tropical diseases and developing
crops designed for developing country conditions. The
costs may still be counted as ODA if the research is carried
out in a developed country.”
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UK Aid Strategy: four strategic

objectives

HM Treasury Department
. . e
= Strengthening global peace, security and
governance
UK aid:
. ope tackling global challenges in the
= Strengthening resilience and response to national interest
crises

= Promoting global prosperity

= Tackling extreme poverty and helping the

world’s most vulnerable

Cm 9163 November 2015
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GCREF allocation
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Global Challenge Research Fund

AHRC

BBSRC

EPSRC

ESRC

HEFCE

MRC

NERC

STFC
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GCRF Collective Fund: Priority Areas

» Initial high level challenge areas:
~ Health
— Clean Energy
— Sustainable Agriculture
— Conflict and Humanitarian Action
— Foundations for Inclusive Growth

» Call for Evidence - closes 22 August

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/gcrf/gcrf-call-for-evidence/
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ESRC Priorities

>

Building effective institutions in conflict-affected and

fragile states

Migration, mobility and development
Dynamics of inequalities

Innovation and inclusive economic growth

Shocks, security, risks and resilience
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Modes of Delivery

>

>

Centres and Large Grants

Strategic Networks

Urgency Grants

Doctoral Training and Early Career Researchers
Data Infrastructure

Capacity Strengthening Initiatives



Economic and Social Research Council

&



Economic and Social Researc h Counci E-
E@

ESRC GCRF Postdoctoral Fellowships

» Aim: to enhance the capacity of early career
researchers in the social sciences to engage with the

GCRF

» Delivered through five ESRC Doctoral Training
Centres

» Funding up to £125k at 100% FEC to support a | yrs.
(up to 2 yrs. PT) programme of activities

» All proposals must be ODA compliant
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ESRC GCRF Postdoctoral Fellowships

> Engage with academic and non academic audiences to
communicate research findings from your PhD

» Build international networks with academic and user
audiences to develop impact opportunities and inform and
support further development of your research

» Collaborate with users through an internship or placement —
to develop professional and transferrable skills

» Produce publications in order to help establish track record

» Develop research and related skills through additional
specialised training

» Carry out further limited research based on their PhD and
related work
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Eligibility

» Must have graduated from one of the research
organisations which make up the DTC to which you
are applying

» At time of submission you must have a PhD or have
passed viva voce with only minor corrections

» Must have no more than three years active
postdoctoral experience at the start date of the
award

» Not open to established, permanent members of staff
in an academic position with a research component
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Timetable

» Deadline for proposals — 9 September

» DTCs check eligibility

» DTCs assess proposals — w/c 3 October

» DTCs inform successful applicants w/c 10 October

» Successful proposals submitted in Je-S w/c |0
October

» Fellowships commence no later than beginning of
January 2017
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GCRF and ODA Compliance

Jo Duffy, Lead for ESRC ODA Compliance Team
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What is ODA (I)?

» ODA stands for Official
Development Assistance

» The OECD Development
Assistance Committee
(DAC) sets the international
standard for defining and
registering ODA

» See:
https://www.oecd.org/dac/sta
ts/34086975.pdf for more
information

FactsHeer - Novemeer 2008

This note helps donors to decide whether a particular expenditure qualifies as official development assistance (0DA)
it the i A Committee (DAC) Statistical Reporting Directives

Further guidance on ODA eligibility of expenditures in the field of conflict, peace and security is available in the DAC's “0DA
(Casebook on Conflict, Peace and Security Activities.

ISIT ODA?

DAC Members occasionally request the Secretanat's view as to whether a particular expenditure should be reported
as official development assistance (ODA). This paper outlines the reasoning the Secretarial uses lo answer such
enquires, and discusses some specific cases. It should not be taken as a definitive guide to ODA eligibility, since only the
DAC may determine such eligibility Further details are provided in the Statistical Reporting Directives (available at
www oecd org/dac/stats/dac/directives)

Official development assistance is defined as those flows to countries and territories on the DAC List of 0DA Recipients (available
at www.oecd org/dac/stats/dachist) and to multilateral development institutions which are

1. provided by official agencies, including state and local governments, or by their executive agencies, and

i each transaction of which

a) is administered with the promotion of the economic development and welfare of developing countries as ils main
objective, and

b) is concessional in character and conveys a grant element of at least 25 per cent (calculated at a rate of discount of 10
per cent).!

satisfies the ODA c
sh (nominal) basis, except for Paris Club debt

oria, then the whole amount is reported as

rmiine whett concessional If the
If is not reporta flow. Reporting is o

1. This calculation helps
0DA. The grant elen
(see under “Flows” below)

www.oecd.org/dac/stats ISIT ODA? gg
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What is ODA (2)?

Official Development Assistance is defined as those flows™ to
countries and territories on the DAC List of ODA Recipients
and to multilateral development institutions which are:

i. provided by official agencies, including state and local
governments, or by their executive agencies; and

ii. each transaction of which:

a) is administered with the promotion of the economic
development and welfare of developing countries as its main
objective; and

b) is concessional in character and conveys a grant element of
at least 25 per cent (calculated at a rate of discount of 10 per cent).

*Flows are transfers of resources, either in cash or in the form of
commodities or services.
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What is the DAC list!?

» The DAC List of ODA Recipients shows all countries and
territories eligible to receive official development assistance
(ODA).These consist of all low and middle income countries

(LMICs) based on gross national income (GNI) per capita as
published by the World Bank

» The DAC revises the list every three years.The next review of
the DAC List will take place in 2017. The current DAC list is
available online at www.oecd.org/dac/stats/daclist.htm
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Which countries are on the DAC list

DAC List of ODA Recipients
Effective for reporting on 2014, 2015 and 2016 Mows

Least Devcloped Countries

Other Low lacome Countrics

Lawer Middle laceme ( ountrics
and Territories

(per caputa GNI <= $1 045 in 2013) |  (per capsta GNI $1 036-54 125 (per capita GNI $4 126512 745
in 2013) in 2013)
Afghanistan Democrat People's Republc of kares [ Armenu ARana
Angols Kemya Bolvia Algena
angladesh Tagikistan Cabo Verde Antigua and Barbads’
e nun Zimbabae ICamerom Arpereing
ihotan iCongo Azcrbayan
[Hurbina | aao Cdec Slvoac Belarus
| Burunds Egypt Beline
L ambuda 1 Salvador Howna and Hetzegoy wa
cntral African Republa Cocea Hotswans
had Chara Beasd
oancron Gustcmala Chale”
[Democratic Republic of the Congo CGavana Chana { People’s Republic of)
[Dysbowts Honduras C oloenibas
[ quasarat Gones! india Cook Islands
i rarca Indoncss Costa Rica
[ theopea Kosovo Cuba
mambea Kyrgyaun Dosnsneca
manca Macroncma Dominecan Republac
manca-Hissa Moldova Fouador
[Haati Mongolia Figi
arbats Mosocco Former Yugoslay Republc of Macedonsa
Lao People’s Democratic Republic Nicaragua Gabon
(. Nigern rorada
Liberia Pakistan ran
Madagascar Papua New Grunca Irag
Malswy Paraguy Jamaica
NMals Prulppexs Jordan
Mauritanea Samoa Kazakhstan
Nosam b Sei Lanka Lebanon
Mty anamar [Swariland Labya
Nepal Syran Arab Republic Malaywa
Naper Tokelas Maldrves
[Kowanads Ukrasne Manhall Lslands
[Sao Tome and Praocspe Urbchmuan Maurtus
Sencgal Viet Nam Mexxo
rrrrr Leone West Bank and Gaza Serip Montenegra
[Sotomon Islands Montscrrat
somata Namia
[South Sudan Nawru
[ Seatan Nowe
Tanzans Palas
Timoe-1ostc Pansma
Togo Peru
Tuvala Samnt Hclona
U sanda Saint Lucsa
Vanuatu' Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Yemen Serbua
ambua Seychelles
South Afraca
Sunname
Thalams
Tonga
Tunsa
Turkey
Turimcnestan
Uruguen ™
Venensxcla

Wallss and Fusana

> All countries on the DAC
list are eligible to receive
ODA, and therefore
relevant to GCRF funding

» There are no priority
countries on the DAC list
for the purposes of GCRF
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ODA and GCRF

» Only grants that comply with ODA requirements can be funded
under GCREF calls.

» The OECD states that ‘Only research directly and primarily
relevant to the problems of developing countries may be counted
as ODA.This includes research into tropical diseases and
developing crops designed for developing country conditions The
costs may still be counted as ODA if the research is carried out in
a developed country.

(https://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/34086975.pdf - Is it ODA?)

» Refer to ESRC (www.esrc.ac.uk/gerf) and RCUK pages for GCRF
guidelines (www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/gcrf)

» Frequently Asked Questions for GCRF calls
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ODA requirements for applicants

Applicants must clearly demonstrate how they meet ODA
requirements throughout their case for support and
pathways to impact. In addition, all proposals must include a
one-page attachment (ODA compliance statement)
addressing the following three questions:

>

Which country / countries on the DAC list will directly benefit from
this proposal?

How is your proposal directly and primarily relevant to the
development challenges of these countries!?

How do you expect that the outcome of your proposed activities
will promote the economic development and welfare of a country
or countries on the DAC list?
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How will ODA compliance be
assessed!? (1)

» Initial checks by DTCs following guidance developed
by the ESRC (responsibility is devolved)

» Escalation of borderline / complex cases to a small
ODA compliance ‘remit’ team within ESRC, with
further escalation routes to RCUK in the first
instance and then DFID/BEIS
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How will ODA compliance be
assessed? (2)

» The ESRC ODA compliance team places proposals in one of
three categories:

~ The team are confident that the proposal meets the minimum
criteria for compliance and can pass through to panel/peer review

~ The team view the proposal as borderline (giving reasons) but state
that it should pass through to peer review/panel. The panel are asked to
pay particular attention to issues of ODA compliance.

~ The team are confident that the proposal does not meet the
minimum criteria for compliance and therefore should be rejected
on these grounds.

» DTCs are advised to follow this practice when assessing the
ODA compliance of ESRC GCRF Postdoctoral Fellowships
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How will ODA compliance be
assessed? (3)

» The initial decision to allow a proposal to progress to peer
review/panel does not exclude the possibility that a panel
may later deem a proposal to be non-compliant.

» Panels are required to assess not just technical compliance, but
also the extent to which a proposal meets the spirit of ODA.

» As always, our principal criterion is scientific excellence, and
ODA compliance will be a second order criterion (along with
a number of others).
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Important considerations /

points to note

>

It is fine for research to take place outside of a DAC list
country so long as it is directly and primarily relevant to
the problems/development needs of a country or countries on
the DAC list

It is also fine for projects to include a comparative element,
but the primary motivation must be to benefit a DAC
list country or countries

If a country is due to graduate from the DAC list during the
course of the project it still counts as eligible for the purposes
of GCRF

The primary impacts and principal beneficiaries of the
research must be within a DAC list country or countries
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Unsure?

» Where there are questions about ODA compliance for

specific applications the DTC in question should first seek to
make a decision on ODA compliance in-house.

» If the DTC cannot resolve the query internally they should

refer the proposal to the ESRC for advice from the ODA
compliance remit team
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Examples (1) (drawn from proposals
we have funded in the past few years)

» A proposal which compares levels of gender equality in the IT
sector in the UK and India, exploring what the UK can learn
from the Indian case — not ODA compliant as
impacts/beneficiaries are primarily in the UK

» A proposal which looks at intra-state contestation in Iraqg’s
disputed territories and seeks to advance understandings of
the dynamics of contested spaces and the options available for
their non-violent management — ODA compliant as it deals
with a clear development issue (post conflict reconciliation)
and impacts are primarily with local stakeholders, and
secondarily with the UN and other international stakeholders
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Examples (2)

» A proposal which seeks to produce a history of the Taliban
military campaign in Afghanistan focusing on the key themes of
insurgent adaptation and resilience and to make a positive
contribution towards conflict termination — not ODA
compliant as although there are impacts within Afghanistan
with local peacemakers on both sides of the conflict, the
primary beneficiaries are British and US policymakers and
militaries.

» A proposal which seeks to examine anti-racist practices in
four Latin American countries (all on the DAC list) in order to
promote anti-racist practices and thereby reduce racial
conflict and inequality — ODA compliant, with clear impacts
and beneficiaries in country.
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