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The University of Manchester
MRC Proximity to Discovery - Industry Engagement Fund

RSS Guidance

Overview

The Business Engagement Team has been awarded £250,000 from the Medical Research Council to deliver Phase 2 of the MRC Proximity to Discovery (P2D) Industry Engagement Fund. The fund aims to overcome the bottleneck to the establishment of new collaborations by supporting early interactions and knowledge exchange between industry and academic researchers. Successful proposals will:
Enhance academic understanding of industry or vice versa in order to foster biomedical research collaborations
Showcase biomedical research to highlight the opportunities they provide for potential industry partners
Allow an exchange of skills or knowledge which will enable new collaborative projects to develop

The competition will be structured around two schemes, Relationship Incubator and Industry Secondment, and will invite application from across the biomedical space, including but not exclusive to therapeutics, medical devices, diagnostics and digital health.

People

· Naomi Chandler - Project Manager (Bruce Humphrey providing maternity cover from April 2016 to July 2017)
· David Morley - Finance Officer
· Cath Barrow - RSS Lead


Documents

Application forms and guidance notes for both schemes can be found at: http://www.mhs.manchester.ac.uk/secure/business/fund/ 
P2D Project Budget Sheet (Appended)




Deadlines

1st Call for Proposals: Opens on 1st March 2016, closing deadline 12 noon on 29th April 2016.
2nd Call for Proposals: Opens on 1st June 2016, closing deadline 12 noon on 29th July 2016.


Process

PIs will contact Naomi to express interest in the fund
Naomi will advise on most suitable scheme and will provide PIs with the application form
PIs are expected to complete the application form with input from the company partner
The application form directs PIs to contact RSS for project costs
RSMs will work with the PIs to complete the project budget sheet - This must not be shared with the company partners
Once signed by Head of School/Institute and collaborating company (ies), PIs will submit completed applications with the project budget sheet and letter(s) of support to Naomi
Naomi will send completed applications to Shannon Llewellyn (cc: RSM) who will issue an RMS number
Naomi will issue grant award letters and report templates to successful applicants  (cc RSM, Contracts, David Morley)
Contracts (Helen Thornley) will issue a standard CDA for Relationship Incubator projects. Industry Secondments are protected by Terms and Conditions appended to the Grant Acceptance Letter
Signed grant acceptance letters and CDAs and sent to Contracts, RSM, PI and Naomi Chandler
Naomi will email the PI (cc: RSM) to issue the Task Codes, associated R code (R119326) and instructions for accessing funds to PI 

Costing and eligible costs

Projects will be costed on a full Economic Costing basis. The MRC P2D will provide funding for directly incurred costs only. Directly allocated and indirect projects costs will be covered by the PI’s School/Institution. 

	P2D Contribution
	Total Directly Incurred Costs at 100% fEC

	School/Institute Contribution
	Total Directly Allocated and Indirect Costs at 100% fEC

	Total Direct Company Contribution
	Total invoiceable company contributions to project (as stated in letter of support and application form)



The project period runs from 1st July 2016 to 30th June 2017; projects must begin and end within this timeframe. All project expenditure must be completed by the end date stated in the application form. Any unspent funds will be returned to the Business Engagement Team for reallocation. 




Relationship Incubator 

Maximum P2D grant contribution is £10k. Eligible costs include: 

Directly Incurred:	staff costs
equipment and consumables (maximum £1k) 
travel and subsistence (maximum £1k)
training and development (maximum £1k) 
and in some cases (for example where market research is to be commissioned), the fees of an external supplier
Directly Allocated:	maximum PI time 10% (including indirect costs and estates)  

Industry Secondments

Maximum P2D grant contribution is £50k. Eligible costs include: 

Directly Incurred:	staff costs 
equipment and consumables (maximum £1.5k) 
travel and subsistence (maximum £1k)
training and development (maximum £1k) 
and in some cases (for example where market research is to be commissioned), the fees of an external supplier
Directly Allocated:	PI time (including indirect costs and estates) 

MRC P2D projects are exempt from the minimum PI contribution of 20%

. 

















NOT TO BE SHARED WITH COLLABORATING COMPANIES
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MRC Proximity to Discovery - Project Budget Sheet

1. Project Title (information in Section 1 will be put in the public domain) 				     Number
	
	
	



	Academic Partner

	Principal Investigator:
	



	
Lead Collaborating Company 

	Company Name:
	




2. Project Budget

(i) Total Project Costs

	
	Fund Heading
	Description/detail
	Costs (£)

	Directly Incurred
	Staff costs
	
	

	
	Travel
	
	

	
	Equipment
	
	

	
	Consumables
	
	

	
	Other (please specify)
	
	

	
	
	Total Directly Incurred Costs at 100% fEC
	

	Directly Allocated 
	Investigators
	
	

	
	Estates 
	
	

	
	Indirect
	
	

	
	Other (please specify)
	
	

	
	Total Directly Allocated Costs at 100% fEC
	

	
	Total Project Costs at 100% fEC
	



(ii) Contributions

	P2D Contribution
	

	School/Institute Contribution
	

	Total Direct Company Contribution
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