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Setting the scene   

Record demand for HE: 

There were 718,500 
applicants in the 2015 

cycle, 18,800 more than 
in the 2014 cycle, an 

increase of 2.7 %. 



Source: 
file://nask.man.ac.uk/home$/Desktop/Vocational%20reform,%20changes%20to%20BTEC%20&%

20other%20vocational%20qualifications%20from%202016.pdf  
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The qualification landscape  
Decoupled 
AS – England  

New 
Nationals 
– Scotland  

New 
Highers – 
Scotland  

VQ reform – 
England  

Coupled AS – 
Wales and NI 

New GCSEs – 
England, Wales and 
NI 

New Welsh 
Bacc – Wales  

Science practical 
grades – England  

New A levels – 
England, 
Wales and NI 

New Core 
Maths – 
England  



• DATA 

• Biog, chem and phys – numbers (trend) 

 

• 1/2/3 science progression trends – HML Tariff 
and POLAR 

• 1/2/3 science - JACs 
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We are here 



The UK picture – A levels 

Open market: 
Coupled and 
decoupled 

Science 
practical 

embedded 
 
 

Coupled 
Science practical 

embedded 
 

Decoupled 
Science 
practical 

grade 



The impact of A level changes 

• Will be challenging to manage mixed model of old and new 
qualifications, and differences between England, Wales and NI 

 
• Unclear if/how practical sciences will feature in offers across 

universities in the UK 
 
      University of Manchester statement on practical sciences 
  ‘Some of our courses ask for A-levels in science subjects. 

 Where this is the case, there will be a requirement to pass 
 the practical assessment in the newly reformed science A-
 levels in England’. 

 
• Concerns about accuracy of predicted grades 

 



The impact of AS level changes in 
England  

• Use of AS in admissions is variable; not used widely in entry 
requirements and this is unlikely to change 

 

• Loss of AS results could lead to greater reliance on subjective 
information e.g. predicted grades, personal statement, 
reference – and/or greater reliance on GCSEs 

 

• BUT also concern about accuracy of predicted grades 

 

• Increase in admissions tests unlikely (however … Cambridge) 

 

• Concern about impacts on widening participation 

 



University of Cambridge   



UCAS Survey – ‘Unpacking qualification reform 
–  Jan 2016 update’  

Unpacking qualification reform – Jan 2016 update  

• Update on AS and A-level provision being offered by Schools and Colleges in England.  

• Follows previous report released in January 2015 

 

Further information on:  

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/qualification-reform 

 

Key Findings 

 59% of centres will offer the AS in all subjects in 2015 (up from 52% in the previous survey). 74% 
will offer the AS in some form, whether that be for particular subjects or cohorts of learners.  

 Independent schools were less likely to offer the AS qualification than state schools and academies. 

 64% of respondents intend to revisit their decision about AS provision in 2017, once all A level 
subjects are reformed.  

 

Recommendations 

• Universities and colleges should continue to produce and review qualification reform statements, 
detailing how they are adapting to the changing qualification landscape.  

• Schools and colleges should produce a web page detailing their qualification offer and the rationale 
behind this. The link to this can be included within the reference. 
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Vocational qualifications at Level 3   

• Reform to vocational qualifications in England driven by criteria set by 
the DfE in order to count towards school performance tables  

• Meaning 91% of Level 3 qualifications that previously counted towards 
performances tables will be removed from tables from 2016 

• Vocational qualifications now classed as:  

• Applied General qualifications 

• Tech Level qualifications  

• Introduction of external assessment: 

• Applied General – 40% 

• Tech level – 30%   

Students will be given one opportunity to resit 

• …and synoptic assessment. 

• Grading - three grading points or more, such as Distinction/Merit/Pass.  



The UK picture – GCSEs  

A*-U 

National 
4 and 5  

 

 9-1 

 
 
 
 

A*-U 
 



The UK picture – GCSEs  



Year entering 

HE 
England Wales Northern Ireland 

2016 A*-G A*-G A*-G 

2017 A*-G A*-G A*-G 

2018 A*-G A*-G A*-G 

2019 

A*-G and 9-1 (English 

language, English 

literature and 

mathematics) 

A*-G A*-G 

2020 
A*-G and 9-1 

(Additional subjects) 
A*-G A*-G 

2021 
9-1 (All subjects 

reformed) 
A*-G 

A*-G 

 

The UK picture – GCSEs  



Reformed GCSEs 

University of Manchester statement on GCSEs  
 

 ‘The University does not have a blanket policy on preferred 
 subjects at GCSE, aside from English Language and Maths 
 which are required at a minimum of Grade C or above 
 (Grade 4 for applicants holding newly reformed GCSEs in 
 England). Some of our courses  require additional GCSEs, 
 sometimes in specific subjects and/or with higher grades. 
 

 The University is currently reviewing its requirements in respect of 

 these ensuring that a fair requirement is set for the three 
 nations of the UK using the GCSE qualifications. We’ll be updating 
 our course entry requirements to include our requirements from 
 the new grading structure once our review of GCSE reform is 
 complete’.   
 



English Baccalaureate 

University of Manchester statement on EBacc  
 
  

 ‘English Baccalaureate (EBacc) – the University welcomes 
 applicants who have achieved the English Baccalaureate, 
 however, we currently have no plans to make this award a 
 requirement for students in England for entry to the 
 University’.  
 
 
New Progress8 measure   
 



Core Maths qualification     

• Core Maths qualification are a suite of new Level 3 
qualifications aimed at students who have passed GCSE 
mathematics at grade C or above but who are not taking A 
or AS level mathematics.  

 
• The government's aim is that by 2020 the vast majority of 

students will continue to study some form of mathematics 
as part of their post 16 education. Therefore the number 
of students taking Core Maths is expected to grow steadily 
over the next few years. 
 



Core Maths qualification    

University of Manchester statement on Core Maths  
 

‘The University welcomes and recognises the value of Level 3 core 
mathematics qualifications (e.g. AQA Certificate in Mathematical 

Studies). Core Mathematics is not a compulsory element of post-
16 study and as a result we will not normally include it in the 
conditions of any offer made to you.  
 
However, if you choose to undertake a core mathematics 

qualification this may be taken into account when we consider 
your application, particularly for certain non-science courses 
with a distinct mathematical or statistical element. We advise 
you to contact the academic School, who will clarify whether your 
specific portfolio of qualifications is acceptable for entry on to your 
chosen course’. 



New UCAS Tariff    

A review of the UCAS Tariff in 2012 highlighted a number of issues with 
the current system, which led to the development of a new UCAS Tariff. 
 
A feedback exercise involving all UK secondary schools, colleges and 
universities helped shape the new UCAS Tariff, which was approved in 
June 2014.  
 
The new UCAS Tariff will be used for courses starting from September 
2017. The new UCAS Tariff points apply to learners who are currently in 
Year 12, who are thinking about applying in 2016/17, and start university 
or college from September 2017. 
 
Further information: https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-
resources/tariff-2017  
 
University of Manchester does not use the UCAS Tariff  
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Manchester’s response to date….   

• Re-establishment of Admissions Qualification Group 
 

• Approved statements and equivalencies  
 
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applications/entry-
requirements/uk-entry-requirements/  
 
• Qualifications bulletin  -  

- sign up via emailing: ukquals@manchester.ac.uk  
 

• Dedicated email accounts  to support colleagues in academic  Schools 
and key stakeholders such as teachers and advisers and applicants 

 

 ukquals@manchester.ac.uk – UK qualifications queries  
 intquals@manchester.ac.uk – EU and International (including 
 English Language) queries    
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Discussion questions …  

1) How is your school/college responding to these changes and the 
opportunities and challenges they present?  
 

 -  What are the implications on resources and/or staffing? Are 
  there funding implications? 
 
 -  How can your school/college ensure that all teaching staff  
  are  clear about the new qualifications? 
 
 - How is your school/college ensuring that all teaching staff  
  have the subject knowledge required for the new     
  reformed GCSEs/A- levels?   
 

 



Discussion questions …  

2)  What additional information/resources should universities be 
 providing schools and colleges about changes to entry 
 requirements/admissions process following the qualification 
 reforms 
 
 -  Has this been discussed at your governor meetings?  
 
 - Do teachers feel appropriately informed?    

 



Further information and resources  …  

University of Manchester statements 
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/application
s/entry-requirements/uk-entry-requirements/ 
 
UCAS resources on qualification reform  
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-
resources/qualification-reform 
 
Ofqual Postcards  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/your-
qualification-our-regulation-gcse-as-and-a-level-reforms   
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Any Questions?  
 
 
  
Heidi Page  
Student Recruitment and Widening Participation Officer (UK and 
EU Qualifications)  
heidi.page@manchester.ac.uk or ukquals@manchester.ac.uk  
0161 275 5618 

mailto:heidi.page@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:ukquals@manchester.ac.uk

