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Press Release: 
Manchester Museum Celebrates Heritage Lottery Fund Success 

Manchester Museum, part of The University of Manchester, has received initial support from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for its Courtyard Project, 
it was announced today. The project will transform the Museum with a major two-storey extension, a new main entrance, and much-improved visitor facilities inspired by a new ethos of a ‘museum for life.’
Work will commence in May 2018 and the finished building will reopen in early 2020. Development funding of £406,400 has been awarded to help Manchester Museum progress its plans to apply for a full grant at a later date. 
The Courtyard extension will create a major new Temporary Exhibitions Gallery, providing almost three times as much space as the Museum currently has for temporary and touring shows. The new facility will enable the Museum to become one of the North of England’s leading venues for producing and hosting international-quality exhibitions on human cultures and the natural world. 
In addition, a permanent South Asia Gallery will be created in a landmark partnership with the British Museum. Bringing together the very best of Manchester Museum’s own South Asian collections and world-class sculpture, textiles and artefacts from the British Museum, the Gallery will explore the history and culture of South Asia and its relationship with communities in the North West of England. 

Wide ranging improvements to visitor facilities - including a new street-facing entrance to create a much more visible and welcoming first impression - will enrich the experience and comfort of all. Particular emphasis will be placed on accessible design for older visitors and people with a disability.

The Courtyard project aims to redefine the social purpose of the Museum. Inspired by the idea of a ‘museum for life’, it will place health, wellbeing and social inclusion at the very forefront of the Museum’s role. Physical improvements will be accompanied by greatly enhanced opportunities in education and public engagement, supported by 120 new, trained volunteers. 
The total cost of the Courtyard Project is expected to be £12.4million. News of HLF support marks the second major commitment to the scheme, following a Treasury announcement of £5million towards the South Asia Gallery in November 2015.

Dr Nick Merriman, Director of Manchester Museum, said, ‘We are thrilled that the Heritage Lottery Fund has given us this support. Manchester Museum has been delighting, inspiring and educating our visitors for over 125 years. The Courtyard Project will enable us to realise our potential on a national and international stage, whilst strengthening our commitment to our local communities. Through these measures, more people than ever before will 
be able to experience our world class collections.’
Notes to Editor

About Manchester Museum

Manchester Museum, part of The University of Manchester, first opened in 1890. It is the UK's largest university museum with a collection of about 4.5 million items from every continent. Its combination of the academic and the popular is what makes the museum so distinctive and lies at the heart of its widespread appeal. The Museum’s vision is to promote understanding between cultures and work towards developing a sustainable world. In 2015, visitor numbers exceeded 450,000 for the first time in its history, reflecting an institution which has become a leading visitor attraction. Each year, Manchester Museum provides an exciting schools programme to approximately 30,000 children and delivers pioneering family programmes and adult learning opportunities to more than 95,000 people of all ages and backgrounds. www.manchester.ac.uk/museum @mcrmuseum

About the Heritage Lottery Fund

Heritage Grants applications are assessed in two rounds.  A first-round pass is given when HLF has endorsed outline proposals and earmarked funding. 
A first-round pass may also include an immediate award to fund the development of the project. Detailed proposals are then considered by HLF 
at second-round and as long as plans have progressed satisfactorily and according to the original proposal, an award for the project is confirmed.

Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK explore, enjoy and protect the heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and buildings we love, from precious memories and collections to rare wildlife. www.hlf.org.uk @heritagelottery
Image Credits

Architect impression image credits:  Design by ZMMA
Further information
For further information, images and interviews please contact Alia Ullah at Manchester Museum on 07342 063066 or alia.ullah@manchester.ac.uk
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