
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 1

Your Philosophy degree and your future ||||||

YOUR FUTURE 
STARTS NOW

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

BA PHILOSOPHY

2088_SoSS_Futures_covers_2015.indd   5 22/05/2015   15:30



SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES2 SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 3

|||||| Your Philosophy degree and your future Your Philosophy degree and your future ||||||

Congratulations!

You have reached the end of your degree in Philosophy.

So what happens next?

Whether you have your career all mapped out, or if you just 
don’t know where to start, this booklet will show you how 
you can use your degree to move forward in planning for a 
successful future.

Your Philosophy degree and your future

How your degree can help you achieve success. Hints for 
things to write on your job applications!

Our Manchester Graduates

What can you do with a Philosophy degree?

Careers Service

You still have full access to the Careers Service for two 
years after graduation. Get in touch and see what they can 
do for you

Your Philosophy degree and your future

Studying philosophy was of course worth doing for its own 
sake, we’re sure you’ll agree – but what are you qualified for 
now? What kind of job are you going to get?
 
One of the most important things to bear in mind is that 
most graduate employers don’t need specialist knowledge 
about a particular area. If any specialist knowledge is 
required, then, by and large, they will provide their own 
training. Consequently, Manchester Philosophy graduates 
enter a remarkably wide range of careers.
 
A Philosophy degree does not train you for one specific 
career – it provides you with a diverse range of very 
flexible intellectual and practical skills that can make you 
extremely employable, especially in a changing socio-
economic climate. 

Transferable skills
What employers are looking for are “transferable skills”: 
general abilities that you acquire or enhance during 
your degree study, which can be applied in your chosen 
profession.
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     �Philosophy excels when it comes to these skills, 
which include the ability to:

•	 think, speak and write logically and critically

•	 analyse problems and ideas

•	 synthesise and organise material

•	 �present ideas clearly and succinctly — both orally 
and in writing

•	 extract what is essential to an issue or idea

•	 �reveal unnoticed implications and presuppositions 
of proposals

•	 �find strengths and weaknesses in 
competing positions

•	 �discern differences and common ground 
between opposing views

•	 explain what is distinctive about your own view

•	 defend your own view forcefully against rival views

•	 develop creative solutions to problems

•	 �work together in a group to figure out a solution
 
Philosophy is really good at helping you to hone your skills in 
these areas.
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Our Manchester Graduates

Our graduates enjoy a broad range of pathways after 
graduation: 70% of our recent Philosophy graduates were 
in work or engaged in further study six months after they 
graduated and 65% of those employed were in professional 
or managerial roles.
(Source: unistats.direct.gov.uk/)

Typical career paths

Our philosophy graduates typically move on to work in 
law, government, the media, management consultancy, 
accountancy, publishing, social work, business, teaching 
and many other lines of work.

Examples of recent job roles:

Resource Manager, Freelance Economist, Youth Worker, 
Assistant Librarian, Financial Ombudsman, Audit Advisory, 
Graduate Corporate Broker, Media Officer, Activities 
Coordinator, Paralegal, Trainee Solicitor, Press Officer.

Examples of recent employers for Philosophy students:

Our students have gone on to work with the British Council, 
BBC, BT, ChildLine, Citizens Advice, Deloitte, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, Google, HM Treasury, Institute of 
International Education, KPMG, NHS, Microsoft, Oracle, 
United Nations, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Scope, Teach 
First, The Challenge Network, The Climate Group, The 
Football Association, The Guardian, The Independent, The 
Open University and World Bank.

Examples of the types of jobs a Philosophy degree might 
be relevant for can be found here:

www.prospects.ac.uk/options_philosophy.htm
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Further Study:

Philosophy can be studied at postgraduate level both at 
Manchester and elsewhere. Our graduates have gone on to 
study Philosophy — and other subjects — at postgraduate 
level at the University of Oxford, University of Cambridge, 
University of London, Columbia University New York, and 
other universities in the UK and abroad.

For more information on our Philosophy masters 
programme go to: 

www.socialsciences.manchester.ac.uk/study/masters/

Careers Service
 
Chat to us about exploring your options and how to take 
your next steps. Not sure what you want to do after 
graduating? Let us help you start figuring out what’s right 
for you whether that’s finding a job, further study or taking 
some time out to travel. 

If you know what you want to do we can help with 
finding opportunities and making your way through the 
recruitment process.

Whatever you do, we will continue to support you for two 
years after your graduation.

	

Get Advice

Book yourself a guidance appointment to receive tailored, 
one-to-one support to help you reach your goals. You can 
also get help with CVs, applications, psychometric tests, 
assessment centres and interviews. 

You can find the Careers Service in the Atrium in University 
Place, but if you can’t make it on to campus, you can get the 
same advice via email, on the phone or on Skype. 
www.careers.manchester.ac.uk/services/guidance/ 
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Find a job

Hundreds of job vacancies are advertised on CareersLink 
as well as a range of placements and internships.

You’ll even be able to find voluntary opportunities which can 
give you valuable experience to put on your CV.

Here are two useful job search links to get you started: 
www.manchester.ac.uk/careerslink/ 
www.careers.manchester.ac.uk/findjobs/graduatejobs/
grad-jobsearch/

Want to stay in Manchester? Find a graduate internship 
with Manchester Graduate Talent

MGT helps source paid graduate-level jobs exclusively 
for University of Manchester students graduating in 
2018. Participating recruiters are all based in Greater 
Manchester,  and include start-ups, multi-national firms 
and departments within the University. MGT vacancies 
cover a variety of sectors and a wide range of roles. They 
include graduate internships and permanent positions. 
http://www.careers.manchester.ac.uk/findjobs/
graduatejobs/mgt

Use LinkedIn

LinkedIn currently has over 225 million members. It’s a 
great resource for finding people, organisations and roles 
you might be interested in learning more about. 

Build your LinkedIn profile using our guide, and use the next 
steps tips to take your profile to the next level.  
www.manchester.ac.uk/careers/findjobs/networking/
linkedin

You’ll also find some really useful resources for using 
LinkedIn at https://students.linkedin.com/uk.

Explore your options

It’s not too late to start thinking about what you’ll do next. 
Find out what’s out there, explore your options and most 
importantly discover what’s right for you. 
http://www.careers.manchester.ac.uk/whichcareer/

 
For more information and support

Visit our graduate website: 
www.manchester.ac.uk/careers/graduates

Remember to update your email address on your 
Careerslink account so that you continue to receive 
vacancy email alerts: 
www.careers.manchester.ac.uk/careerslink/ 
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Whatever you do - tell us about it!
Each year all leavers are asked to take part in a survey to 
find out what they are doing.

This survey takes place around 15 months after you 
have graduated.

It is called The Graduate Outcomes survey and will be 
carried out by an independent company on behalf of 
the University.

Look out for the request to take part in the survey.

Help us collect as much information as possible to 
ensure that the University and our School are accurately 
represented.

Stay in touch!
Join our School of Social Sciences LinkedIn group.

The group is open to all current and past students and staff 
to share ideas and keep in touch.

Join the group by following this link: www.linkedin.com/
groups/8135040 

Or search: School of Social Sciences, University of 
Manchester

Connect with other alumni
Through LinkedIn you can connect instantly with over 
22,000 alumni of the University of Manchester and you 
can research the career paths of over 130,000 former 
students.

Use your network to find alumni who can help answer your 
questions, show you what they did after they graduated 
and point you in the right direction – backed up by real life 
experience.

You can find information about the alumni network here at 
http://your.manchester.ac.uk/alumni-network 

Need some guidance on getting started with LinkedIn? 

Go to: www.careers.manchester.ac.uk/findjobs/
networking/linkedin/
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Your global alumni community
At Manchester we’re proud to have the largest global 
alumni community of any campus-based university in the 
UK, with many of the 380,000 graduates we are in contact 
with holding top positions in every imaginable field.

Get advice online
The Manchester Network is The University of Manchester’s 
online professional networking service. It features Ask Me 
About, which you can use to connect with thousands of 
alumni who want to:

●	� offer careers advice;
●	� review CVs and applications;
●	� offer work experience, internships and jobs.

You can register and find out more at http://network.
manchester.ac.uk. 

You can also use the Manchester Network to share advice 
with current Manchester students.

Update your personal details 
You can also use the Manchester Network to update your 
personal details. We will use this information to:

●	� send you your alumni magazine and news about 
the University;

●	 invite you to exciting events around the globe;
●	� let you know about ways to network with Manchester 

alumni wherever you are in the world;
●	� tell you about volunteering opportunities and ways you 

can give back to the University. “

Library e-resources
As well as on-campus access to The University of 
Manchester Library, we are able to offer you access to free 
or heavily discounted e-resources that will prove invaluable 
to you for personal research and professional development.

You can find our more at https://your.manchester.ac.uk/
services/discounts/e-resources/.
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School of Social Sciences
Undergraduate Support Office

Arthur Lewis Building
The University of Manchester

Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9PL

tel: +44 (0) 161 306 1340

www.manchester.ac.uk/socialsciences
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