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ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN THE EVENT OF NEEDLESTICK/SHARPS INJURIES AND INCIDENTS INVOLVING HUMAN BLOOD OR OTHER BODY FLUIDS
PLEASE NOTE: It is essential that where appropriate to do so the actions as detailed in this guidance are taken AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

STUDENT/MEMBER OF STAFF SUBJECT TO INJURY
· Wash the site liberally with soap and water (without scrubbing)

· Irrigate mucous membranes/conjunctivae with large quantities of water.

· Bleeding must be encouraged for puncture wounds.  Do not suck the wounds.

· Report the incident to the supervising dental clinician immediately and work through the following procedure.

SUPERVISING CLINICIAN
Before the patient/source leaves the surgery
Make a risk assessment based on:-
· Circumstances of the exposure.

· Type of body fluid

· Infectivity of the source.

A GUIDE TO RISK ASSESSMENT FOR MANAGER/SUPERVISORS.

Low Risk Exposure

Exposure of intact skin to any contaminated body fluids.

Exposure, via any route, to low risk body fluids, e.g. vomit, saliva. (not obviously blood stained)

Exposure to body fluids from a source known to be negative to Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C virus.

For Hepatitis B virus exposure, regardless of the Hepatitis B status of the source, the staff/student is not at risk if they have shown an adequate antibody response (>50iu/l) following vaccination.

Higher Risk Exposure 
Exposure of body fluids involving percutaneous injury (i.e. through the skin), contact with broken skin or mucous membrane.

Exposure to high risk body fluids, e.g. blood, saliva in association with dentistry, (i.e. blood contamination) unfixed organs or tissues.
Exposure to body fluids from a source known or strongly suspected to be infected with hepatitis B, Hepatitis C and / or HIV.

Additionally the possibility of HIV infection should be considered if :-

· The source is on anti retroviral drugs

· The source refuses to be tested

· The source is unable to give a history (unconscious or mentally disturbed but information from family/hospital records strongly suggests possibility of HIV + ive 

· The source has a partner with HIV infection

The possibility of HIV infection should also be considered if the source is in a high risk category (homo/bisexual man, injecting drug user, male/female prostitute, haemophiliacs who received factor VIII/cryoprecipitate prior to 1986 or from overseas, recent arrival or hospitalised in urban sub-Saharan Africa and promiscuous with persons at high risk and who has a current or remote history of acquired immune deficiency) and/or has an HIV associated tumour.

Additionally you may find it helpful in making the risk assessment to request the patient/source to complete the attached questionnaire.  It is essential that the source patient is reassured that their confidentiality will be maintained throughout and this should be reinforced by ensuring that discussions etc are undertaken in an appropriate private environment.  For subsequent action please refer to the enclosed flow chart. 

ADVICE:  Contact details
FOR STUDENTS AND UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER STAFF

ON WEEKDAYS BETWEEN 9AM AND 5PM THE STUDENT/ STAFF MUST REPORT ALL INCIDENTS TO THE OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES DEPARTMENT FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION.
TELEPHONE NUMBER 0161 275 2858
OUTSIDE THESE HOURS, AT THE WEEKEND OR ON BANK HOLIDAYS:
Contact A & E Department of the nearest hospital if the student / university staff member is concerned.

Contact the duty virologist at the Manchester Royal Infirmary on Tel: 0161 276 1234 if the student is considered to be at high risk of Hepatitis B infection.
Contact the Occupational Health Services

 Department on the next working day if the student is considered to be at risk.

ALL INCIDENTS WHICH OCCUR AND ARE DEALT WITH OUTSIDE WORKING HOURS SHOULD ADDITIONALLY BE REPORTED ON THE NEXT WORKING DAY TO THE STAFF MEMBERS / STUDENTS OWN OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT.  E.G. incidents involving students to The University Occupational Health Services.
Please ensure that all relevant details regarding the source and student are collected prior to contacting the relevant department.

FOR NHS MEMBERS OF STAFF
ON WEEKDAYS BETWEEN 8AM AND 4.30PM THE MEMBER OF STAFF SHOULD ATTEND THE MRI OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION.
TELEPHONE NO:- 0161 276 4289.
OUTSIDE THESE HOURS: AT WEEKENDS AND BANK HOLIDAYS CONTACT THE:
A & E DEPARTMENT AT MRI IF THE MEMBER OF STAFF IS CONCERNED.
TELEPHONE NO:- 0161 276 4147 
CONSENT FOR BLOOD SCREENING FOLLOWING A SHARPS / CONTAMINATION INCIDENT

It has been explained to me that following a recent sharps contamination incident a member of staff / student may have been contaminated and it is considered  necessary for a sample of my / my child’s blood to be screened for a number of blood borne viruses which may include :-

Hepatitis B





Hepatitis C





HIV

In order to ensure that appropriate action can be taken to protect the member of staff / student, from infection. 

I agree for my / my child’s blood to be tested.

Signature: __________________________________ Date:______________
Signature of parent/guardian ___________________  Date: ______________

Printed name: __________________________________________________ 

Child’s name: __________________________________________________
I wish to be informed of the result of testing:

Yes   /    No

If Yes- Address ________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Contact telephone number:________________________________________
Name of consultant / manager in charge:_____________________________

Contact details / telephone Number:_________________________________

______________________________________________________________
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SHARPS / CONTAMINATION INCIDENT

                                   SOURCE QUESTIONNAIRE

The member of staff / student involved with your treatment has suffered a sharps / contamination incident.  It is important to know if this will put them at risk.  In order to decide on appropriate action to protect that member of staff / student we would be grateful if you will answer the following questions.

We accept that these are of a highly personal nature but you can be reassured that they are used routinely in screening blood donors and your answers will remain confidential and will not affect your future treatment.

Below are two lists of questions (one for males and one for females) to establish whether an individual is in a high risk category for infection with a blood borne virus.

Female Questions






Please Tick

	1.
	Have you ever had an HIV test?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	
	Is so what was the result?    Positive / negative
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Have you ever had sex with a bisexual man?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	3.
	Have you ever paid or been paid for sex?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	4.
	Have you had sex with anyone who injected drugs?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	5.
	Have you ever had sex with anyone from abroad?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	
	If yes, which country were they from?
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Have you ever injected drugs?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	7.
	Have you ever had a blood transfusion?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	
	If yes, when and where?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Male Questions






Please Tick

	1.
	Have you ever had an HIV test?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	
	Is so what was the result?    Positive / negative
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Have you ever had sex with a man?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	3.
	Have you ever paid or been paid for sex?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	4.
	Have you had sex with anyone who injected drugs?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	5.
	Have you ever had sex with anyone from abroad?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	
	If yes, which country were they from?
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Have you ever injected drugs?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	7.
	Have you ever had a blood transfusion?
	Yes
	
	No
	

	
	If yes, when and where?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Signature _________________________________________Date ________

Print name ____________________________________________________

Action to be taken following sharps / possible contamination incident
University members of staff / students

Following incident

Stop all procedures Immediately

Report immediately to manager / supervisor etc

First Aid measure (see guidance)

Manager / supervisor / staff member / student

Assesses the risk (see guidance)

 
Consider Higher Risk  Incident











Consider Low Risk Incident
















               University staff/students contact University OHS – For Assessment / Guidance / Referral  Re: P.E.P  a.s.a.p.












· Normal working hours:-    
                       NHS staff contact CMMC -OHD





















University staff/student contact University OHD  - NHS staff contact CMMC - OHD 
















  
· Outside working hours:-












Explain the circumstances and
Contact A & E at nearest NHS Hospital
(PEP)










if appropriate arrange for the 
Report to OHD next working day









                                 member of staff / student to


      














be seen.
Source / patient available

Source /patient declines testing
Source / patient not available

                                                                                                                                           ensure staff member / student:-
                                       
    
          Based on history

         Normal working hours – Univ Staff / student contact Univ OHS








         NHS staff contact CMMC - OHD
         Outside working hours – nearest A & E dept
ASAP – obtain “informed “ consent

Treat as High Risk

         (in case of a student – consider whether appropriate

(form enclosed)


Source unknown
          
         & practically possible to be accompanied by a member


                   






         Of staff)






To obtain urgent advice

















Weekdays 9 – 5 University OHD

    











                


Tel: 0161 275 2858
Take 10 mls of clotted blood from













Source / patient
















    














Outside Hours & Bank Holidays
Ensure staff member / student:-




Appropriate action / advice etc





Contact A & E of your nearest          
Normal working hours – attends University OHD










hospital.
          
Outside working hours – attends nearest A & E dept









In all cases at earliest opportunity
          
(Consider whether appropriate & practically possible       









report incident to Occupational

 to be accompanied by a member of staff)










Health with all available detail

















on the next working day.
Student / staff member should if possible bring the sample

of source / patients blood with them.                                                                                                                                    




             



















Genito Urinary specialist / clinic

Subsequently results of source / patients blood











Manchester Centre for Sexual Health

Will be forwarded to named consultant / manager for










Manchester Royal Infirmary
appropriate action.  If positive liaise with local GU specialists for advice/help re feedback to source patient.





Tel: 0161 276 5211
*PEP Post Exposure Prophylaxis
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