Highlight of research grants over £500k award


AHRC Connected Communities and Design Highlight notice. Up to £1.5M FEC budgets. Standard (aiming to max. £1m) and early career (up to £250k) research grants routes. To explore contributions that design can make to the Connected Communities Programme. Inter- or cross- disciplinarity, engagement with communities, collaborative partnerships, contribution to the development of national research capability in design. Je-S submission. Open call until 15 January 2014
AHRC Cross-council programmes: Global Uncertainties, Lifelong Health and Wellbeing (LLHW), Living with Environment Change (LWEC). 

AHRC Highlight Notices. – Running for a specific period of time under already established funding schemes. (See above current open call under Connected Communities)
AHRC Museums and Galleries research. Interdisciplinarity in collaboration with Universities or other organisations. Through responsive modes schemes (networks, studentships, collaborative research project). Open call.

AHRC Research Grants – Standard, Speculative and Early Career. Open call. To support well-defined research projects enabling individual researchers to collaborate with, and bring benefits to, other individuals and organisations through the conduct of research. AHRC remit and disciplines. The scheme requires at least one CoI.  Budget request between £50K and £1M, FEC. Assessment takes about 30 weeks. Je-S submission. Not specific time frame for the assessment of proposals, around 26 weeks.

AHRC Themes. – Focus for emerging areas of interest in Humanities. Interdisciplinarity. Emerging Themes: Science in Culture, Digital Transformations, Translating cultures and Care for the Future. Large grants. Highly collaborative and with partners outside the HE sector. £1M - £2M over periods of up to five years. Je-S submission. Responding to specific deadlines. 
AHRC / ESRC / São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP). Open call. Proposals that may cut across national boundaries and involve international collaborative teams. Guidelines as per the AHRC / ESRC guidelines and FAPEST agreement. AHRC budget of £20K to £1M FEC, and equivalent Brazilian budget as an attachment to the Je-S submission. The scheme will run until December 2015.

AXA Call for projects. To finance a research programme led by a researcher who already holds a position at an university. Themes on Life risks, Socio-Economy, and Environmental risks. Main criteria academic excellence, originality and innovation. Three new funding schemes were created in the first semester of 2013: AXA Outlooks, AXA Awards and AXA Joint Research Initiatives. Nominations will be made through AXA Search Committees (academics) responding to specific calls.

AXA Chairs. Two funding schemes: Chairs Position (0.5M€ to 2.5M€) and the Successional Chair programme (0.3M€ to 1.8M€). Annual schemes. Two stages of application with a deadline for intentions and other for full applications following AXA’s approval.
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Grand Challenge Explorations grants. One bold idea. $100 million to encourage scientists worldwide to expand the pipeline of ideas to fight our greatest health challenges. Open to anyone from any discipline, from student to tenured professor, and from any organization – colleges and universities, government laboratories, research institutions, non-profit organizations and for-profit companies. Agile, accelerated grant-making process with short two-page applications and no preliminary data required. Initial grants of $100,000 are awarded two times a year. Successful projects have the opportunity to receive a follow-on grant of up to $1 million.
EC EACEA Youth in Action programme.  Action 3.2 Youth in the world: Cooperation with countries other than neighbouring countries of the EU.  To support projects that promote cooperation in the youth sector to improve mobility of young people and workers and employability, youth empowerment and active participation, to foster capacity-building for youth organisations, good practice in the field of youth and non-formal education, contribution to youth policies, youth work in the voluntary sector, to develop sustainable partnerships and networks.  Annual prioritiy themes: EU citizenship, growth, creativity and entrepeneurship, health behaviours.  Specific activities (seminars, conferences, networks, etc).  Budgets of up to €100k and 80% of total eligible expenses.  

EC TED: VARIOUS. Call for expressions of interest in the area of evaluation of humanitarian aid activities. 
EPSRC and the Department of Science & Technology (DST) UK and India Partnership in Advanced Manufacturing Research Challenges. Consortia. Various highlighted topics. Previous deadline in September.

EPSRC-ESRC-AHRC: Design for Wellbeing: Ageing and Mobility in the Built Environment, expressions of interest. Consortia of interdisciplinary projects. Previous deadline for EoI in September.

ERC-2013-AoG (Advance grants). For exceptional established research leaders of any nationality and any age to pursue ground-breaking, high-risk projects that open new directions. For independent research leaders in their own right. Any field. Criteria: excellence. €2.5M over 5 years, 100% direct costs and 20% indirect costs. Online submission through ECAS. New calls under Horizon 2020 from 2014 to 2020.
ERC-2013-CoG (Consolidator Grants). New scheme. Researchers at the stage at which they are consolidating their own independent research team or programme, with 7-12 years of experience after the PhD (or equivalent degree). Independent and excellent new individual research teams. Any nationality, any age and any field. Up to €2M over 5 years duration. 100% budget plus 20% indirect costs. Criteria: excellence. Online submission through ECAS. New calls under Horizon 2020 from 2014 to 2020.
ERC-2013-SoG (Starting grants). Early career with 2-7 years of experience since completion of the PhD (or equivalent degree). The creation of excellent new research teams. Any nationality, any age and any field.  Up to 1.5M€ for up to 5 years. 100% budget plus 20% indirect costs. Criteria: excellence. Online submission through ECAS. New calls under Horizon 2020 from 2014 to 2020.
ERC-2013-SyG (Synergy grants). A group of between 2 to 4 excellent PIs, with 1 designated ‘lead PI’, to pursue a large-scale frontier research project of their choice. Any field, age and nationality. Criteria: Pioneering frontier research. Max. €15M for 6 years. 100% budget plus 20% indirect costs. Online submission through ECAS. Scheme currently under review.

ERC / NSF. Funds for USA early career research fellows to pursue research collaboration in Europe with colleagues already supported through ERC funding.

ESRC Centers and Large Grant competition. Large scale projects of £2M to £5M, FEC. Inter-disciplinarily, inter-institutional research networks, linked projects, complex collaborations, large number of co-investigators, large surveys, dedicated staff, and a large margin for expenses. Also strong project management plan, clear case for capacity building and strong commitment from the institutions and director. International co-investigators are allowed 80% FEC ESRC contribution for UK applicants. Submission via Je-S, with 3 stages of application: outline, full application and interview. 
What Works Centre competition, various deadlines for applications in 2013. £3.5M over 36 months project duration (80% contribution from ESRC). 
ESRC Enterprise Research Centre. Funded by ESRC-BIS-BBA-TSB. £3.637M FEC; funders contribution of 80% FEC. Core themes. Director with high time commitment. Interdisciplinary, inter-institutional research networks, linked projects, complex collaborations, large number of co-investigators, large surveys, dedicated staff, a large margin for expenses, strong project management plan, governance, clear case for capacity building and strong commitment from the institutions and director. The budget allows for international co-investigators. Submission process requires an interview after the sort listing of applicants. Previous deadline in September 4th.

ESRC Research Grant. Open call. FEC budget from £200k to £2M. Flexibility in themes addressing ESRC remit which should be mentioned in the case for support. Je-S submission. Results in about 26 weeks.
ESRC-DFID Growth. Outline proposals. £100K and above, FEC. Max. 3 years duration. 3 Themes: Agriculture and growth | Financial sector development and growth | Innovation and production growth in low-income countries. Geographical focus: LICs. 

ESRC-DFID joint scheme for international development in poverty alleviation. Budgets for UK and overseas institutions in the same project. Overseas institutions can lead. 80% ESRC FEC contribution for UK budgets. 100% award for non-UK institutions. Je-S submission. Yearly call.
EuropeAid:  Directorate–General (DG) responsible for designing EU development policies and delivering aid through programmes and projects across the world. It incorporates the former Development and Europeaid DGs. Projects and services. Submissions through PADOR, applicants’ database, to which the University is registered. 
FP7 2013 Cooperation and Capacities calls. The framework 7 closes at the end of 2013. 

Google Research Awards. One-year awards structured as unrestricted gifts to universities to support the work of world-class full-time faculty members at top universities around the world. Up to US$150k. Deadlines normally 15 April and 15 October, yearly.
Horizon 2020. The EC next framework running from early 2014 to end 2020. Calls will be available probably towards the end of 2013.

Pilar 3: Societal Challenges (Health | Food | Energy | Transport | Climate and resources | Inclusive society). For specific topics and further information about the new scheme please check H2020 pages.
IDRC (Canadian International Development Research Centre).Two ways of requesting funding: responding to the publication of a call and theme or/and applying with own project/proposal for research. Award usually includes a percentage of indirect costs.

JPI (Joint Programming Initiative) Urban Europe joint call for proposals. Specific themes. Project consortium of at least 3 participants, with 2 participant countries from the countries contributing to the scheme (Austria, Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands, Sweden and Turkey). National funding rules, subcontracts for non-members collaborators. Budgets of 1-2M€. Deadlines around September.

JPND call. European research projects for the identification of genetic, epigenetic and environmental risk and protective factors for Neurodegenerative Diseases. The call is funded by the EC. Transnational level of proposal is part of the criteria for evaluation. Submission of budgets following national regulations; MRC regulations apply in UK. Up to £2.5M available for UK participants.

The Leverhulme Trust Research Leadership Awards. Submission of one candidature selected at institutional level. Candidates in academia for over 2 years; candidates that want to establish their own research team. The Trust funds research assistance and even maintenance studentships (75% of total budget), plus 25% in project expenses or associate costs; £800K to £1M over 5 years. Direct costs only. This scheme is not running in 2013.

The Leverhulme Trust Research Programme Grants. Specific themes in each call for proposals. The usual Trust budget of 75% of total budget for staff costs and 25% for associate costs or other expenses; only direct costs. Budget between £500K and £1.75M. Online submission. Yearly calls.
NERC Flooding from Intense Rainfall in collaboration with the Met Office and the Environment Agency. To "enable better forecasting and mitigation of hydro-meteorological hazards". Up to £0·9m is available for WP1 and up to £2·7M for WP2, 80% FEC contribution from NERC. WP3 “Improving flood risk prediction and management” will be funded in due course, after results of WP1 & 2, probably in October 2014.
NERC Large Research Grants support adventurous, large scale and complex research tackling big science questions that cannot be addressed through other NERC schemes, following NERC remit. £960K to £2.96M 80% FEC budget. Submission annually in two stages. Submission via Je-S. 

NERC Standard Research Grants. Criteria: scientific excellence, adventurous research, technology-led research, collaboration and exchange of ideas and international partnerships. NERC remit and objectives. FEC budget from £65K to £1.5M. Submissions annually usually in July and January. Submission via Je-S. Decisions after panel meetings in June and December.

NERC UK Droughts & Water Scarcity research programme, in collaboration with ESRC, EPSRC, BBSRC and AHRC. Applications from interdisciplinary consortia to respond to one of three work packages, WP1 £1.5M single consortia, WP2 £2M single consortia, WP3 £2.5 or £3M 2 or 3 consortia. 3 to 4 years duration. Yearly calls.
NHS National Institute for Health Research. Production of Evidence Synteses for the HS&DR Programme. 

NHS NIHR Evaluation, Trials and Studies – Research Programmes. 
NHS NIHR HS&DR programme, Health Services and Delivery Research Programme: Commissioned, Research-led and Themed calls.
NHS NIHR PHR programme, Public Health Research Programme: Commissioned, Research-led and Fast-track calls.
NIH US National Institutes of Health. Themes covered by the centres. Eligibility has to be determined by each call guidelines but in principle overseas institutions are allowed (policy). Calls are opened up to a fixed ‘expiration date’ and with various cutting calls depending of the scheme (e.g. R01 = new research grants with end cycles dates in February, June and October). Up to $500K. Possibilities of applying in collaboration with US applicants. The pros are network, collaboration, a wide schedule for submission. Some current calls:
NIH Behavioral and social science research on understanding and reducing health disparities (R01), behavioral and social science research on the causes and solutions to health and disabilities disparities in the U. S. population. No specific limits to budgets. Deadlines until 8 September 2016.
NIH PA-13-247: Research to Characterize and Reduce Stigma to Improve Health (R03, R21). Funding until 8 September 2016

NIH Economics of retirement (R03) - NIH: National Institute on Aging, US High Priority Behavioral and Social Research Networks (R24). Funding until 8 May 2014
NIH Development of mathematical cognition and reasoning and the prevention of maths learning disabilities (R03, R01, R21) - NIH: National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, US,  until January 2015

NIH Behavioural and integrative treatment development programme (R03, R01) - NIH: National Institute on Drug Abuse, US, until 8 January 2016

NIH Biodemography of aging (R03,R01,R21) - NIH: National Institute on Aging, US , available funds until 4 March 2014

ORA, Open Research Area in Europe for Social Sciences – ORA PLUS. Projects funded jointly by France (ANR), Germany (DFG), The Netherlands (NOW), United Kingdom (ESRC) and the United States (NSF). National agencies’ guidelines, eligibility and budget rules. ESRC budgets of £100K to up to £750k, FEC budget. 2 to 3 years duration. International co-investigators and studentships are allowed. Each proposal with a minimum of 3 countries from the joint scheme participants list. Submissions through the NWO submission system (except for German proposals). Annual calls. 

Royal Society  - DFID Africa Capacity Building Programme Grants. Providing support for research consortia for 3 sub-Saharan African groups and one UK-based laboratory. Some of the themes are water and sanitation and soil-related research. Up to £1,423k over five years. Scientific Network Grants with specific deadlines.  Open calls for Scientific Networks awards which will not be mandatory for the stage 2 of Programme Grant but could provide funds for the organisation of the consortia (£25K).

Spencer Foundation Areas of Inquiry on Education and Social Opportunity | Organizational Learning |Purposes and Values of Education |Teaching, Learning, and Instructional Resources |Field-Initiated Proposals. Applications to Major Grant Proposals, from $50K to $500K require a process of submission with preliminary proposal deadlines normally in September and January, full proposal in December and April, final funding decision notification in July and November. The submissions are online, after registration. 

US Grants.gov: Possibilities of millionaire grants from USAID and other US organisations (see NIH above). Very specific guidelines. Querying the database will require registration to US Grants.gov. (for assistance with this and other submission tools you can approach the Faculty, Marta Fole marta.fole@manchester.ac.uk)

The Wellcome Trust Hub Award. Interface of health and the wide arts, humanities, sciences and social sciences building on existing programmes. Collaborative interdisciplinary project . The scheme provides space in the Wellcome Collection together with project costs of up to £1M for up to 2 years. Expected yearly deadlines.
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