RESEARCH PROJECT GRANTS  –  SEED


Medium-Large budget proposals

AHRC Cross-council programmes: Global Uncertainties, Lifelong Health and Wellbeing (LLHW), Living with Environment Change (LWEC). 

AHRC Cultural Value Project Funding Call. In principle a 2 years duration scheme ending in 2014. Projects from a range of disciplinary, conceptual and methodological perspectives; between £20k to £40K FEC budgets. 
AHRC Highlight Notices. – Running for a specific period of time under already established funding schemes. 
AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Awards. Research studentships funded with the collaboration between HEIs and non-academic organisations and businesses. (Type CASE studentship). Annual deadlines.

AHRC Themes. – Focus for emerging areas of interest in Humanities. Je-S submission. Responding to specific deadlines. 
 

AXA Call for projects. To finance a research programme led by a researcher who already holds a position at an university. Themes on Life risks, Socio-Economy, and Environmental risks. Main criteria academic excellence, originality and innovation. Three new funding schemes were created in the first semester of 2013: AXA Outlooks, AXA Awards and AXA Joint Research Initiatives. Nominations will be made through AXA Search Committees (academics) responding to specific calls.

Big Lottery Fund.  

British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowships. Any field of study within humanities or social sciences. 80% FEC budget of the fellow's salary, direct allocated and indirect costs, plus additional £6k for expenses over the 3 years award. Early career award, i.e. within a 3 year period from the formal award of the doctorate. Deadline of outline applications around October, annually.
British Academy Mid-Career Fellowships. Supporting original, independent research in any field of study within the humanities or social sciences, excellence of research and capacity to communicate with broad audience. Covering teaching and administrative academic commitments for the completion of a major piece of research. Total 80% FEC project contribution of £160k, with a max. of up to £80k for the fellow's DI expenses (salary and additional £8k for research expenses). From 6 to 12 months project duration. Deadline for applications around September, annually.
BA/Leverhulme Small Research Grants. Supporting primary research in the humanities and social sciences. Applications for £500 to £10k over two years. Collaborative or individual research. Exploration awards, initial project planning and development, direct costs of research, workshops or conferences, visits, etc. for advanced research, at postdoctoral or equivalent level. Deadline for applications around October and April, annually (in principle calls until 2014).
British Academy/Leverhulme Trust Senior Research Fellowships
Enables mid-career scholars to have one year's research leave with funding being provided to cover the costs of replacement teaching. Any age or academic status. Award-holders are expected to be able to disseminate the results of their research not only through publications, but also through feeding into their future academic career after the end of the awards. Any field of study in the humanities and social sciences is suitable for support. Awards the salary of a replacement lecturer for one year (not FEC budget). Deadline for applications around November, annually.

British Academy  Skills Acquisition Awards. Quantitative Skills pilot call. Supporting career development of early career scholars (within 10 years of the award of the doctorate), established academics. To develop and enhance their quantitative skills. Up to £10k. Up to 12 months duration. Deadline for applications around October, annually.
British Academy International Partnership and Mobility Awards. 3 year and 1 year partnerships between UK scholars and scholars in Africa, Latin American and the Caribbean, the Middle East, South Asia, East and South-East Asia. Up to £10k per year. Strengthen research capacity/capability. This scheme includes submissions to the UK-Taiwan One-Year Partnerships and the UK-CASS One-Year Partnerships. Deadline for applications around February, annually.
Education Endowment Foundation EEF Grants. To fund, develop and evaluate cost effective and replicable projects that address educational disadvantage. Online application. Two rounds of calls for application per year. Budget from £50k. 

ESRC Future Research Leaders – New one step submission from 2012. Inter-multidisciplinary. Open to candidates from anywhere in the world with strong support from an UK institution. Maximum of three years with an overall limit of £312,500, FEC budget. 60% of the fellow’s time supported by ESRC, 40% by the institution. Deadline around October annually. Je-S submission.

ESRC Transforming Social Science. Transformative Research Call pilot for 2012/13. Stimulus for genuinely transformative research ideas at the frontiers of social sciences to trial mechanisms that enables research which challenges current thinking. Very specific eligibility criteria. Eligible organisations will be notified about the eligibility criteria and further information in a letter of invitation. Budgets of up to £250k FEC with further £50k for fostering future transformative research in social sciences. Online submission (not Je-S) following the invitation by letter. 

 
Google Research Awards. One-year awards structured as unrestricted gifts to universities to support the work of world-class full-time faculty members at top universities around the world. Up to US$150k. Deadlines normally 15 April and 15 October, yearly.

ILO International Labour Organization.
IPO (Intellectual Property Office) Fast Forward Awards. Between £10K to £100K to encourage universities and public sector research establishments to collaborate with businesses and local communities on innovative projects that benefit UK society and can help grow the economy. Yearly calls with a deadline in December.

 

The Leverhulme Trust Research Project Grants. Innovative and original, any theme. Budget normally up to £250k but the maximum award is £500K. 75% costs for staff and 25% for other research costs. Direct costs only. Deadlines for full applications in September, December and March. Outline applications 3 to 4 months before full proposals submissions. Online submission. Annual call.

ORA, Open Research Area in Europe for Social Sciences – ORA PLUS. Projects funded jointly by France (ANR), Germany (DFG), The Netherlands (NOW), United Kingdom (ESRC) and the United States (NSF). National agencies’ guidelines, eligibility and budget rules. ESRC budgets of £100K to up to £750k, FEC budget. 2 to 3 years duration. International co-investigators and studentships are allowed. Each proposal with a minimum of 3 countries from the joint scheme participants list. Submissions through the NWO submission system (except for German proposals). Annual calls. 

Rothschild Foundation Europe: Academic Jewish studies. Open calls in various schemes: for individuals, fellowships, infrastructural and research events and publications.

 

Rothschild Foundation Europe: Jewish Heritage Encounters grant. Support for research, publications and events in Jewish studies throughout Europe. Large grants up to £120K. Two stages application.

 
European Commission and European Union

Horizon 2020. The EC next framework running from early 2014 to end 2020. Calls will be available probably towards the end of 2013.

Pilar 3: Societal Challenges (Health | Food | Energy | Transport | Climate and resources | Inclusive society). For specific topics and further information about the new scheme please check H2020 pages.
Pilar 1: Excellence: ERC grants and MSCA grants

ERC AoG Advance grants. Yearly calls
ERC CoG Consolidator Grants. Yearly calls
ERC SoG Starting grants. Yearly calls

ERC SyG Synergy grants. Yearly calls
ERC / NSF. Funds for USA early career research fellows to pursue research collaboration in Europe with colleagues already supported through ERC funding.

MSCA ITN Marie S. Curie Actions Initial Training Networks: early career fellow with less than 4 years research experience. Institutions submit proposals based on fellowship programmes. Yearly calls

MSCA IF Marie S. Curie Action Individual Fellowships: experienced fellow with more than 4 years experience. Individual grants. Yearly calls

ERC / NSF. Funds for USA early career research fellows to pursue research collaboration in Europe with colleagues already supported through ERC funding

EC European External Action Service EEAS, China-EU Cooperation. 

 

EC EACEA Education, Audiovisual & Culture Executive Agency Youth in Action programme.  To support projects that promote cooperation in the youth sector to improve mobility of young people and workers and employability, youth empowerment and active participation, to foster capacity-building for youth organisations, good practice in the field of youth and non-formal education, contribution to youth policies, youth work in the voluntary sector, to develop sustainable partnerships and networks.  Annual prioritiy themes: EU citizenship, growth, creativity and entrepeneurship, health behaviours.  Specific activities (seminars, conferences, networks, etc).  Budgets of up to €100k and 80% of total eligible expenses.  Electronic submissions.  Various deadlines.
EC TED: VARIOUS. Call for expressions of interest in the area of evaluation of humanitarian aid activities. 
Directorate General for Research and Innovation RTD.  Basic guidance and information on research and innovation, current and future frameworks and programmes.

RTD Social-economic Sciences and Humanties.  With links to the SSH programme and updates from NET4SOCIETY on the calls published on SSH and other opportunities outside SSH: Opportunities for researchers in Socio-economic Sciences and the Humanities 
Directorate General for Regional and Urban Policy, DG REGIO. Funding opportunities are for European regional areas, and funding is often addressed to government authorities, the managing authorities will be the sources of funding, e.g. Operational Programme North West England, North West Development Agency.  There are some other possibilities like ESPON, European Observation network on territorial development and cohesion, still running in 2013, there is a main ESPON page with relevant information.

Directorate General for Employment, Social Affairs & Inclusion, EMPL:

· ESF (European Social Fund) (through Member states and regions)

· EGF (European Globalisation Adjustment Fund) (through national authorities)

· PROGRESS programme (open to Universities).  Current grants to national or regional authorities.

· Progress microfinance (through microcredits provides in member states)

· Calls for tender
· Calls for proposals
Directorate General for Environment, ENV.  Opportunities like LIFE + 2013 (deadline 25/06/2013), which will need co-funding from the institutions and organisations applying.  CEI (Calls for expression of interest) inviting economic operators to put themselves forward as candidates in advance of a public procurement operation by a contracting authority.

Directorate General for Education and Culture, ENC.  With the latest in the Creative Europe programme running from 2014.

Home Affairs (HOME)
 

EuropeAid Development and Cooperation, DEVCO.  Calls for proposals.

Education
 

Spencer Foundation,The New Civics.  This is under the Strategic Initiatives scheme. Looking at an expanded understanding of civic education and its relationship to civic action; not only on historical and procedural knowledge but also in relation to schools or elsewhere, developing skills, knowledge and dispositions that lead to informed and reasoned civic action, attending to social inequalities in civic education. There are two types of grants. The Major Grants Proposals over $50k require two stages of proposal submission with a first preliminary proposal deadline 10 September 2013, decision notification early November 2013, full proposal deadline 3 December 2013, final funding decision notification in July 2014. The submissions are online, after registration. Small grants of up to $50k have a deadline in October 15 2013 and 26 November 2013 (it will be additional deadlines, which will be published online)

Spencer Foundation, Initiative on Philosophy in Educational Policy and Practice RFP. Awards of up to $40k for research that relates on educational policy and practice. There are not deadlines, the funding decision will be made within four to five months from the date of submission.  Submission online after registration. 

Spencer Foundation Areas of Inquiry on 

· Education and Social Opportunity; 

· Organizational Learning; 

· Purposes and Values of Education; 

· Teaching, Learning, and Instructional Resources; 

· Field-Initiated Proposals. 

Applications under this scheme to Small Grant Proposals of up to $50k have deadlines for submission in October 15 and 26 November 2013.  Applications to Major Grant Proposals, from $50k, require a process of submission with a preliminary proposal by 10 September 2013 and a full proposal by 3 December 2013.

UKIERI UK-India Education and Research Inititative call 2013-2014. 4 strands: Further Education Leadership; DST UKIERI Thematic Partnerships (sustainable energy, food production, water supply, health, innovation and social impact, research and science policy); Knowledge transfer partnerships; Sector skills collaboration; Institutional Capacity Building partnerships; Study India Programme. Deadlines in May and April 2013.

 

Sciences of the Environment 

 

EPSRC-ESRC-AHRC: Design for Wellbeing: Ageing and Mobility in the Built Environment, expressions of interest. Consortia of interdisciplinary projects. 

 

ESRC - MRC “Extending working lives: call for research consortia”. Interdisciplinary Research Consortia in relation to LLHW (lifelong health and wellbeing programme). Research Partnership Awards in relation to MRC. Partnerships with non-HEI organisations are strongly encouraged, international collaboration is encouraged. Up to 3 years projects of up to £1.5M FEC. Submissions to ESRC and MRC. Outline application available on the Je-S submission.

 

Morden Built Environment, funding and  competitions. _connet innovateuk Technology Strategic Board TSB.

 

NHS NIHR HS&DR programme, Health Services and Delivery Research Programme: Commissioned, Research-led and Themed calls.

NHS NIHR PHR programme, Public Health Research Programme: Commissioned, Research-led and Fast-track calls.

NIH US National Institutes of Health. Themes covered by the centres. Eligibility has to be determined by each call guidelines but in principle overseas institutions are allowed (policy). Calls are opened up to a fixed ‘expiration date’ and with various cutting calls depending of the scheme (e.g. R01 = new research grants with end cycles dates in February, June and October). Up to $500K. Possibilities of applying in collaboration with US applicants. The pros are network, collaboration, a wide schedule for submission.

NERC Biodiversity & Ecosystem Service Sustainability BESS, programme

NERC Ecosystem Services for Poverty Alleviation ESPA, programme

NERC Flooding from Intense Rainfall programme.

NERC Increasing Resilience to Natural Hazards, programme

NERC UK Droughts & Water Scarcity research programme, in collaboration with ESRC, EPSRC, BBSRC and AHRC.

NERC Unlocking the Potential for Groundwater for the Poor UPGro, programme in collaboration with DFID and ESRC.

NERC Large Research Grants support adventurous, large scale and complex research tackling big science questions that cannot be addressed through other NERC schemes, following NERC remit. £960K to £2.96M 80% FEC budget. Submission annually in two stages. Submission via Je-S. 

NERC New Investigator grants. At the outset of their independent career, within 3 years of becoming eligible for funding as PI, without previous funding. Allowed co-investigators. FEC budget. Standard research grants guidelines. Deadlines in January and July.

NERC Standard Research Grants. Criteria: scientific excellence, adventurous research, technology-led research, collaboration and exchange of ideas and international partnerships. NERC remit and objectives. FEC budget from £65K to £1.5M. Submissions annually usually in July and January. Submission via Je-S. Decisions after panel meetings in June and December.

NERC Urgency applications, responsive mode. Submission any time due to exceptional scientific opportunity created by the occurrence of sporadic natural events such as earthquakes, droughts, floods or ephemeral events in ecosystems. Maximum budget of £65K FEC.

Royal Geographical Society RGS Grants Programme: for experienced researchers working on cutting-edge projects and to teams of young, passionate geographers who are looking to get out into the field for the first time. Research has been conducted in more than 120 countries.
RGS Expeditions, fieldwork and independent travel grants, yearly fixed deadlines 

RGS Grants for under- and post-graduates, yearly fixed deadlines

RGS Grants for early career and senior researchers, yearly fixed deadlines

Royal Society  - DFID Africa Capacity Building Programme Grants. Providing support for research consortia for 3 sub-Saharan African groups and one UK-based laboratory. Some of the themes are water and sanitation and soil-related research. Up to £1,423k over five years. Scientific Network Grants with specific deadlines.  Open calls for Scientific Networks awards which will not be mandatory for the stage 2 of Programme Grant but could provide funds for the organisation of the consortia (£25K).

 

 

Development
 

GLM | LIC  Growth and Labour Markets in Low Income Countries Programme, cooperation of IZA and DFID.  Annual calls around October.

 

PEDL Private Enterprise Development in Low-Income Countries. Collaboration of the Centre for Economic Policy Research and DFID. Annual calls for Exploratory grants, Major Research Grants (over £300k), Research Grants and PhD students grants.

RCUK India 

 

ESRC-DFID Growth. Outline proposals. £100k and above, FEC. Max. 3 years duration. 3 Themes: Agriculture and growth |Financial sector development and growth | Innovation and production growth in low-income countries. Geographical focus: LICs.

IDRC (Canadian International Development Research Centre): Two ways to request funding: after the publication of a call and theme or/and applying with own project/proposal for research. Award usually includes a percentage of indirect costs. IDRC International Development Research Centre. Competitions
 

3ie’s Systematic Review Call 5. Systematic reviews to strengthen the international community's capacity for evidence-based policy making. Encouraged teams from low or middle-income countries. Budget around US$75k over 12 months. Online application. Previous deadlines in August.

DFID TENDERs. 
AHRC / ESRC / São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP). Open call. Proposals that may cut across national boundaries and involve international collaborative teams. Guidelines as per the AHRC / ESRC guidelines and FAPEST agreement. AHRC budget of £20K to £1M FEC, and equivalent Brazilian budget as an attachment to the Je-S submission. The scheme will run until December 2015.
 

The Leverhulme Trust – Royal Society Africa Award. Capacity Building. To build collaboration between institutions in UK and Ghana or/and Tanzania. Yearly calls.
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust .  Changing priorities and programmes. New guidelines and specifications from May 2014. New themes: Equalities, rights and justice | Power and accountability | Peace and security | Sustainable future. New deadline in September.

Joseph Rowntree Foundation, calls for proposals.
 

Humanitarian Innovation Fund HIF, Large grants. Up to £150k for the development and implementation of an innovation. Yearly calls.

 
EuropeAid:  Directorate–General (DG) responsible for designing EU development policies and delivering aid through programmes and projects across the world. It incorporates the former Development and Europeaid DGs. Projects and services. Submissions through PADOR, applicants’ database, to which the University is registered. 
 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Grand Challenge Explorations grants. One bold idea. $100 million to encourage scientists worldwide to expand the pipeline of ideas to fight our greatest health challenges. Open to anyone from any discipline, from student to tenured professor, and from any organization – colleges and universities, government laboratories, research institutions, non-profit organizations and for-profit companies. Agile, accelerated grant-making process with short two-page applications and no preliminary data required. Initial grants of $100,000 are awarded two times a year. Successful projects have the opportunity to receive a follow-on grant of up to $1 million.
 

AusAID (Australian Government AID). Calls for specific countries. Various services/projects and rules. Development Research Awards. Specific closing dates.

 

US Grants.gov: Possibilities of millionaire grants from USAID and other US organisations. Very specific guidelines. Querying the database will require registration to US Grants.gov. (for assistance with this and other submission tools you can approach the Faculty, Marta Fole marta.fole@manchester.ac.uk)
Data | Centres | large bids
 

ESRC Centers and Large Grant competition. Large scale projects of £2M to £5M, FEC. Inter-disciplinarily, inter-institutional research networks, linked projects, complex collaborations, large number of co-investigators, large surveys, dedicated staff, and a large margin for expenses. Also strong project management plan, clear case for capacity building and strong commitment from the institutions and director. International co-investigators are allowed 80% FEC ESRC contribution for UK applicants. Submission via Je-S, with 3 stages of application: outline, full application and interview.
JPI (Joint Programming Initiative) Urban Europe joint call for proposals. Specific themes. Project consortium of at least 3 with 2 participant countries from the countries participating Austria, Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands, Sweden and Turkey. National funding rules, subcontracts for non-members collaborators. Budgets of 1-2M€. Deadlines around September.
 
ESRC What Works Centre competition, various deadlines for applications in 2013. £3.5M over 36 months project duration (80% contribution from ESRC). 
 

The Leverhulme Trust Research Leadership Awards. Submission of one applicant/candidate per institution who must be selected at institutional level. Funds for research assistance salaries and also maintenance studentships (75% of total budget) plus 25% in project expenses or associate costs; direct costs only, £800K to £1M over 5 years. The Trust has announced that it will not be a new call in 2013.
 

The Leverhulme Trust Research Programme Grants. Specific themes in each call for proposals. The usual Trust budget of 75% of total budget for staff costs and 25% for associate costs or other expenses; only direct costs. Budget between £500K and £1.75M. Online submission. Yearly calls.
 

 

Open
AHRC Connected Communities and Design Highlight notice. Up to £1.5M FEC budgets. Standard (aiming to max. £1m) and early career (up to £250k) research grants routes. To explore contributions that design can make to the Connected Communities Programme. Inter- or cross- disciplinarity, engagement with communities, collaborative partnerships, contribution to the development of national research capability in design. Je-S submission. Open call until 15 January 2014
 

AHRC Research Grants – Standard, Speculative and Early Career. Open call. To support well-defined research projects enabling individual researchers to collaborate with, and bring benefits to, other individuals and organisations through the conduct of research. AHRC remit and disciplines. The scheme requires at least one CoI.  Budget request between £50K and £1M, FEC. Assessment takes about 30 weeks. Je-S submission. Not specific time frame for the assessment of proposals, around 26 weeks.
 

AXA Chairs. Two funding schemes: Chairs Position (0.5M€ to 2.5M€) and the Successional Chair programme (0.3M€ to 1.8M€). Annual schemes. Two stages of application with a deadline for intentions and other for full applications following AXA’s approval.
AHRC Museums and Galleries research. Interdisciplinarity in collaboration with Universities or other organisations. Through responsive modes schemes (networks, studentships, collaborative research project). Open call.
AHRC | ESRC & NSF Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences Directorate (SBE) of the US National Science Foundation. Special guidelines. PIs based either in US and UK. Submission of Letter of Intent (LOI) to the lead institution/agency. Second stage of submission to NSF or AHRC (the leading agency). The proposal must differentiate UK and US budgets. AHRC will fund 80% of Full Economic Costs (FEC) with the limits of the standard grants or early career grants (both schemes are allowed). Possibilities:

The Geography and Spatial Sciences (GSS) Program. 

Economics.  Supports research designed to improve the understanding of processes and institutions of the US economy and of the world system of which it is part, strengthening both empirical and theoretical economic analysis and methods for rigorous research on economic behaviour.

Methodology, Measurement and Statistics. Interdisciplinary program that supports the development of innovative analytical and statistical methods and models for The Social, Behavioural and Economic Sciences. 

Political Science. Research that advances knowledge and understanding of citizenship, government, and politics. Proposals theoretical motivated, conceptually precise, methodologically rigorous, and empirically oriented. 

Science of Organisations. Funds basic research that yields a scientific evidence base for improving the design and emergence, development and deployment, and management and ultimate 

effectiveness of organisations of all kinds. How organisations develop and operate. 

Sociology.  Basic research on all forms of human social organisation and processes of individual and institutional change. Theoretical focused empirical investigations aimed at improving the explanation of fundamental social processes. 

Cultural Anthropology.

Social psychology.

 

 
British Academy Newton International Fellowships. Overseas postdoctoral and early researchers. 2 years maintenance rate (salary) and research expenses with the addition of relocation costs and a percentage of indirect costs for the institutions. Online submission through the Royal Society e-GAP. Deadline for applications around April, annually.
 

ESRC Research Grant. Open call. FEC budget from £200k to £2M. Flexibility in themes addressing ESRC remit which should be mentioned in the case for support. Je-S submission. Results in about 26 weeks.
 
Incoming calls
DFID-ESRC China and Africa research programme
The Department for International Development (DFID) and the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) are pleased to announce a dedicated programme of research to investigate in comparative perspective the economic development impact of China's engagement in sub-Saharan Africa. The programme aims to critically evaluate what lessons China's own economic development transformation can offer other developing countries - in particular in low-income Africa.
ESRC-DFID joint scheme for international development in poverty alleviation. Budgets for UK and overseas institutions in the same project from £100K to £500K. Overseas institutions can lead. 80% ESRC FEC contribution for UK budgets. 100% award for non-UK institutions. Je-S submission. Yearly calls.
 

Nuffield Foundation: Children and Families, Law and Society, Education and Open Door . Research and innovation. Criteria: innovation, impact, engagement, outcomes. Not accepted projects submitted to other sponsor(s). Two stages application.  Budgets of £10k to £250K. Funding direct costs, researcher’s estate costs and staff direct allocated costs (with some specific limits), not indirect costs. Deadlines for outline applications in March, July and November; full proposals in May, August and January.
 

The Wellcome Trust Public Engagement awards: People and Society Awards | Development Awards | Co-production Awards |Arts Awards | International Engagement Award and Fellowship | Capital funding for public engagement award | Hub Award | Science Media Studentships | Science Journalism Studentship

The Wellcome Trust Society and Ethics awards and Medical Humanites awards: New Investigator Awards | Senior Investigator Awards | Small grants | University Awards | Research Fellowships | POST Fellowships | Doctoral Studentships | Support for archives and records MH
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