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More than 50 per cent of the global population
now lives in urban areas, with the majority of
urban growth occurring in cities of the global
South. Urban informal settlements, which house
up to 70 per cent of devel
iInhabitants, are characterised by self -built
housing, inadequate services and insecure
tenure, due to their development through land
invasion and illegal subdivision. Secure tenure
IS seen as critical for poverty alleviation, as it
enables access to basic services and livelihood
opportunities, stimulating settlement
consolidation.
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However, rising land values in many cities,
compounded by urban growth, have resulted Iin
a severe security of tenure crisis: more than a
guarter of the worl dos
conditions of tenure insecurity. UN - Habitat has
identified insecurity of tenure as one of several
Increasingly serious threats to urban security
and safety. Through the creation of conditions
that lead to more destructive forms of political
Instability, the household and individual
Insecurity resulting from insecure tenure may

be linked to wider questions of urban crime and
violence.
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Increasing levels of violence in cities continue

to be a pressing development concern. Yet

while gang - and drug -related violence receives
considerable media coverage, in many poor

urban communities it is everyday economic and
social violence and conflict which dominates
peopl eds | i ves. |l n already
Increasing scarcity of land and growing
populations exert additional pressure on the

urban environment, increasing the potential for
conflict. Such conflict may have the potential to
tip over into violence, and land (and land

tenure) may be one such tipping point.
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2) Surveys and interviews will gather resident
perceptions of tenure, urban conflict and
violence, to compare with official accounts.

Pr
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everyday experiences and perceptions of urban
conflict and violence will be gathered through
participatory urban appraisal.
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Three medium -sized cities, representative of

Mexi cobs patterns of rapid urba
_ _ high levels of inequality, have been selected:
1) How is land tenure related to localised
conflict, at the individual, household and 1) Xalapa, Veracruz, where the decline of smalll -
neighbourhood scale? scale agriculture in the surrounding rural areas
S o _ and the increase in agri  -business has directly
2) What implications does regularisation policy affected city growth.
have for this relationship?
_ _ 2) Chetumal, Quintana Roo, the administrative
3) How does localised conilict around land capital for one of the most rapidly -developing
relate to (perceptions of) urban violence at the tourist states in Mexico, and a border gateway
city level? with Belize.
3) Saltillo, Coahuila, where the car
manufacturing industry has been associated
with the cityods rapid growth an
Mexico presents a particularly acute example of informal urbanisation.
urban insecurity. Following President Calder 0 nso
attempts to crack down on the drugs trade, at
least 35,000 people have died in the surge Iin
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Mixed quantitative and qualitative methods will
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