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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The University of Manchester, Faculty of Humanities

School of Arts, Languages and Cultures
Course Unit Descriptor for 2014/15
GENERAL INFORMATION 
[please modify as appropriate]
	Course Unit Title
	 

	Unit Code
	

	Credit rating
	20

	Level
	

	Contact hours
	3 hours per week (2h lecture plus 1h seminar)

	Other scheduled teaching and learning activities
	1 dedicated consultation hour per week

1 scheduled visit to the Manchester Museum (4h)

	Pre-requisite units
	

	Co-requisite units 
	

	School responsible
	School of Arts, Languages and Cultures 

	Member of staff responsible
	

	ECTS
	10

	Notional hours of learning
	200


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE UNIT

	[prose: 150 words max]



AIMS

	[bullet points: 150 words max]



OBJECTIVES (INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES)

	Category of outcome
	By the end of this course students will be able to:

	Knowledge and understanding
	[please include 4 or 5 bullet points for each category]


	Intellectual skills
	

	Practical skills
	

	Transferable skills and personal qualities
	


ASSESSMENT

	Assessment task 
	Length
	Weighting within unit

	
	
	


FURTHER INFORMATION

	Semester
	

	Available on which programme(s)?
	

	Available as Free Choice (UG) or to other programmes (PG)?
	Yes


	Content
	

	Learning and Teaching Processes
	

	Language of Teaching and Assessment
	

	Blackboard
	

	Additional e-learning content
	

	Feedback students can expect to receive

	[please modify as appropriate]
· oral feedback on group presentation

· written feedback on essays 1 and 2

· additional one-to-one feedback (during the consultation hour or by making an appointment)

	Indicative Reading
	[no more than 5–8 items, please]


	Proposed start date
	

	Date of approval (for office use)
	

	Information updated
	


NOTES ON COMPLETION
General information
Remember that much of the information provided on this form is made available to students so that they can make an informed decision when choosing course units. Therefore, it is important that the information provided is clear and precise.

Please use descriptors appropriate to the level of the course, and refer to the QAA's Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (http://www.qaa.ac.uk/AssuringStandardsAndQuality/Qualifications/Pages/default.aspx) for guidance. In particular, for level 4 (taught postgraduate) course units, please use M-level descriptors.
Approval of new course units

Undergraduate AND Postgraduate Taught course units must be approved at Divisional / Subject Area level and at School level.
In the first instance proposals should go to the relevant UG / PGT programme administrator and be copied to the Chair of the Committee(s) used to review and approve new or amended course units at Division / Subject Area.  These Committees have a responsibility to ensure that new course units have a strong rationale within the programmes of which they will form a part and that they comply with all relevant SALC and Faculty policies.  This Committee must be minuted.
After the course unit has been approved by the relevant Committee, the next stage is for the it to be approved by the SALC Undergraduate Committee (UGC) or the SALC Postgraduate Taught Committee (PGTC). The UG / PGT Programme Administrator will forward all relevant descriptors to the Programmes Manager for review at the UGC / PGTC.  Discussion of individual CUs is not normally necessary at the School Committees and approval of CUs will be noted in the minutes. However, both UGC and PGTC reserve the right to delay approval of CUs which do not meet SALC, Faculty and University requirements and policies.
Updating Course Unit descriptors
SALC recognises that the CU descriptor will not necessarily remain the same for the life of the unit. Therefore, in order to ensure that colleagues, administrative staff, and students are able to access the most accurate and up-to-date information, the CU descriptor must be regularly updated. 
Course Unit Title

You are strongly advised to use a short descriptive title that will give students a clear indication of the area covered in the course unit.

Unit Code

The course unit code will be assigned by the Programmes Manager.

Credit rating

In SALC the weighting for CUs is normally 10 or 20 credits at UG level, and 15 or 30 credits at PGT level.  

Level

Levels 1, 2 and 3 are UG. Level 4 is PGT.
Semester

CUs may run over one or two semesters depending on the needs of the programme of which they form a part. One-semester units may run in different semesters in successive academic years if this is deemed necessary for the smooth running of the degree. 
Pre-requisites / Co-requisites

Pre-requisites and co-requisites are chiefly used for undergraduate course units.
ECTS
ECTS = European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System. There are 2 UK credits for every 1 ECT credit, in accordance with the credit framework (QAA). Therefore, if a unit is worth 20 UK credits, this will equate to 10 ECT.

Notional hours of learning

It is expected that there will be 10 hours of notional study association with every 1 credit achieved. Therefore, if a unit is worth 20 credits, this will equate to 200 notional study hours.
Brief description of the unit

This information will be used by students when choosing their course units. It should be clear and informative. 

Aims and Intended Learning Outcomes
These should be in line with the achievement of the graduate attributes listed in the document ‘Elaborating the purposes of a Manchester undergraduate education’ which can be found on the Faculty of Humanities Teaching and Learning webpages: 
http://documents.manchester.ac.uk/display.aspx?DocID=12982
In addition, the Intended Learning Outcomes – particularly the latter two categories – should make reference to how the course unit contributes to enhancing students’ employability. For guidance on embedding employability in curricula, and on ILOs, see:
http://www.humanities.manchester.ac.uk/tandl/resources/employability.html
http://documents.manchester.ac.uk/DocuInfo.aspx?DocID=4713
Assessment
Assessment should follow SALC assessment guidelines in relation to the weighting of coursework / examination and the word-length of individual assignments:

http://documents.manchester.ac.uk/display.aspx?DocID=18550
This section should also indicate which parts of the assessment are formative only, formative and summative, and summative only. All course units should include some formative feedback before the end of Week 7. 

Content

It is possible, though not essential, to include a brief week-by-week breakdown of class topics in this section. Please state clearly when these are representative examples only (for example, if some topics are not covered every year).
Learning and Teaching Processes
A brief description of the learning and teaching methods employed on the unit.
Blackboard

It is a University requirement that all course units must conform to Blackboard minimum requirements. These can be found at: http://www.humanities.manchester.ac.uk/tandl/elearning/blackboard/strategy.html 
General information can be found on the Faculty of Humanities e-learning web pages:

http://www.humanities.manchester.ac.uk/tandl/elearning/
Please confirm that the course unit will provide information to at least Blackboard minimum requirements and, where relevant, provide further information on the use of Blackboard within the course unit. 
Feedback

In this section, please give details on how students will receive feedback on assessed and non-assessed work. Course unit directors should confirm that feedback will be returned within the time limits specified in the relevant Faculty and SALC feedback policies. Where this is not possible, this should be clearly stated and a specific academic rationale given.

Feedback must follow Faculty of Humanities and SALC feedback policies. For the Faculty of the Humanities Feedback Policy, please see the Faculty of Humanities Teaching and Learning web pages: http://www.tlso.manchester.ac.uk/map/teachinglearningassessment/assessment/sectionb-thepracticeofassessment/policyonfeedbacktostudents/  
For the Undergraduate Feedback Policy, please see:  http://documents.manchester.ac.uk/display.aspx?DocID=18550
For the Postgraduate Feedback Policy, please see: http://www.alc.manchester.ac.uk/staffintranet/postgraduatetaught/postgraduate-policies/  
Proposed start date

The CU cannot start until it has been formally approved by the relevant Division / Subject Area Committee and by the SALC UGC / PGTC. 
