Additional Notes for Social Science Applicants 

Please find below feedback from the University’s Ethics Committee for Social Science applicants.  These notes should be read in addition to the “Notes of Guidance on completing an application form for the approval of a research project by the Committee on the Ethics of Research on Human Beings”.
· Some students feel the need to go into long explanations about the theory of their research. This may be interesting, but is often full of jargon related to the academic discipline, and the Committee don’t really want to have to read through it all. 
· Students are also inclined to say that they will follow the ethical code of the professional body that covers their discipline. The Committee is happy to see this (members are familiar with most of the codes), but they are only guidelines and the committee really wants to know how they will apply the guidelines to their particular case. 
· It perhaps does not happen now, but at its extreme, we get a long application which tells us the theory of why the research is being done in a certain way, but are left ignorant of what will actually happen in the interaction with participants. 
· The Committee, then, wants to know the practical details:  Who and how are participants recruited? How do they give informed consent? How, if relevant, is the safety of the participant and the researcher protected? How is the data kept confidential? 
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