School of Law

Ethics and Risk Assessment (Staff)
SECTION A 

Principal Investigator (PI) details
	PI Name:
	

	Co-I Name(s)
	

	Email Address of PI:


	

	Project Title:

	

	Funding Body (if the research project is unfunded please state) :
	

	Project Start and End Dates:
	


SECTION B PROJECT DETAILS (Please attach as a separate sheet)
Brief description of the research project (Maximum500 words).  This should include the following:

· Aims and objectives of the project (This should not be a theoretical or intellectual rationale);

· The research methods;

· Indicate whether human participants will be involved in the study either indirectly or directly. 
SECTION C RISK ASSESSMENT

A risk assessment is simply a careful examination of anything that may cause harm to you or others during the course of your project. Once you have identified the risks, you will then be able to decide upon the most appropriate action to take to minimise the likelihood of anyone being hurt. The aim is to prevent accident and illness. Risk Assessment of all activities is required by Law.
There are generic risk assessments for staff and students conducting research as detailed below. If your project does not fit within the pre-completed templates then a risk assessment will have to be completed which your supervisor will be able to help you with.
Please tick (() one box (there is no need to print out or submit a copy of the generic assessments:
	
	The proposed research does not involve any fieldwork but complies with the School Generic Risk Assessment A: On Campus Working. I confirm I have read and understood this assessment.

	
	The proposed research does include a period of fieldwork, but complies with the School Generic Risk Assessment B: Off Campus work in the UK. I confirm I have read and understood this assessment.

	
	The proposed research does include a period of fieldwork, but complies with the School Generic Risk Assessment C: Off Campus work overseas. I confirm I have read and understood this assessment.

	
	The proposed research does include a period of fieldwork, but falls outside of the School’s Generic Risk Assessments and therefore I have completed and attached a full risk assessment for approval.


Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) Checks

If you are carrying out research with children/young adults under the age of 18 or with vulnerable adults (for example adults with learning of physical difficulties, older people) then you will need to have a CRB check to confirm that it is safe for you to carry out this work. If you are an overseas student then this will be a Police Check from your home country. For CRB checks please contact: deborah.nash@manchester.ac.uk If your research involves adults that cannot consent for themselves then you need to get approval from an NHS Research Committee. See below.
NHS Ethics Approval
Where you will be conducting research involving NHS patients or staff, or working on NHS premises, or conducting research involving adults who cannot consent themselves due to limited mental or physical capacity then approval must be sought via an NHS Research Ethics Committee.  The relevant form can be obtained from IRAS (Integrated Research Assessment Service). https://www.myresearchproject.org.uk/ The University Research Office can provide help and guidance with completing an IRAS form. NB This process can take a considerable length of time to complete (42 days for approval in most cases). 

SECTION D NATURE OF THE PROJECT AND ETHICS APPROVAL
Please tick (() one box
	Is the Proposed Project:


	YES
	Action

	Primary research involving human participants - this includes gathering or/and holding data in any form (i.e. interviews, surveys, observations) 
	
	you  
Complete UREC Form

	Primary research involving human participants - which is NHS related or involves adults not able to give consent. 
	
	Complete IRAS form.

	The research is secondary data research.
	
	Ethical approval is not required .
Please sign declaration in section E below


SECTION E DECLARATION
	PI Signature: 
	
	Date:
	


SECTION F APPROVAL  
The Head of School has delegated approval to the relevant Leader of the Research Group or Director of Research.
Please tick (() one box
	
	You are free to undertake your research, which is secondary research and does not involve human participants. 

	
	You   The project is primary research and involves human participants and a UREC Application is 
          required.


	
	  The project is primary research and  involves human participants  and an IRAS Application is 

  required.


	Name:
	

	Signature: 
	
	Date:
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