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Section 1: Welcome to The University of Manchester

At Manchester you’ll reap the benefits of being better connected.
We work closely with organisations ranging from government bodies to global businesses, from local health services to registered charities. These connections inform our taught courses and give our research programmes greater, more immediate impact.

Part of the prestigious Russell Group of universities, we enjoy an international reputation for our pioneering research and innovation. We’re influential and forward-thinking, down-to-earth and friendly, and we’ll give you an amazing university experience that’s rooted in a rich heritage. Join our postgraduate community and begin a career of limitless possibilities.

We make things happen

We turn enthusiasm into achievement and groundbreaking theory into cutting-edge practice. That’s why we’re at the forefront of the search for solutions to some of the world’s most pressing problems – from cancer to climate change, from poverty to sustainable energy.
We’ve been accomplishing feats of global significance for more than 180 years, from inventing the modern computer to splitting the atom, and from founding present-day economics to giving the world graphene – the two-dimensional ‘wonder-material’ that is one atom thick, but 200 times stronger than steel.

We know where we’re going

Already ranked third in the UK for research power, we’re on the way to achieving our target of becoming one of the world’s top 25 universities, having risen 38 places in the last eight years.
Our plans are backed by the biggest investment programme ever seen in UK higher education – we’ve already invested £750 million in buildings and facilities since 2004 and now we’re putting an additional £1 billion into further teaching and student facilities.
We’ve got the people to do it

We have more Nobel laureates on our staff than any other UK university, and count 25 Prize winners among our current and former staff and students.

Could you be number 26?
We give you excellent prospects

Whether you’re a committed researcher wanting to further the human quest for knowledge, a career-focused professional seeking a specialist qualification, or an enquiring mind with a burning enthusiasm for higher learning and understanding, a postgraduate degree at The University of Manchester will help you to realise your ambitions.

Our problem-based approach to learning will inspire you to think critically and creatively, cultivating your independence and making you more attractive to recruiters. Our graduates are consistently among the most targeted in the UK by leading employers.
We offer much more than a degree

At Manchester you’ll find the broadest range of opportunities outside of your studies for developing your interests and broadening your experience.

These include outstanding sports facilities, community volunteering, skills-development programmes, mentoring and much more.

We’d love you to join us

Choose The University of Manchester and discover your own path to future success.
Section 2: Our campus

The University of Manchester is large, yet compact enough to give the best of both worlds: city life and a campus community. Getting around the campus is easy. Everything is within walking distance or connected via a free bus service.
Our campus occupies a large area close to the city centre, allowing students, staff, businesses and the wider public to come together, share ideas and collaborate. It is dominated by grand Victorian buildings, alongside modern facilities, but also has quiet corners, landscaped gardens, cafes and common rooms where you can relax and spend time with friends. 
Think of it as a village within a city.

Libraries and learning facilities
Libraries

The University of Manchester Library is one of the best-resourced academic libraries in the UK. Widely recognised as one of the world’s great research libraries, the Library provides over 4 million printed books, more than 500,000 ebooks and access to 41,000 electronic journals and hundreds of online databases.

The needs of taught and research students are served by a dedicated team who provide specialist advice on such diverse topics as bibliometrics, impact analysis, research data management, open access publishing and literature reviews. The Library also offers a high-quality skills programme specifically aimed at researchers and their needs.
For those times you are unable to visit, the vast majority of our electronic resources can be used remotely online. 

Across campus several specialist libraries offer subject-specific and tailored services. You can make use of the John Rylands Library, a magnificent neo-Gothic building housing one of the world’s finest collections of rare books and manuscripts, which is also a thriving visitor attraction, with exhibitions and events taking place throughout the year.

www.manchester.ac.uk/library
IT services

The University’s teaching and research activities are supported by extensive IT services. The fact that we’ve got the largest server farm in the north-west of England should give you an idea of the breadth and scale of our technologies. Our facilities and services include:
· more than 3,200 student PCs accessing a huge range of software, academic data and resources from across the world;
· extensive Wi-Fi coverage across campus, including access to the international eduroam network;
· fully networked University halls of residence, providing high-speed Internet access from your room;

· 24/7 access to computers at the Alan Gilbert Learning Commons and in the Owens Park halls of residence;

· a University email account and a personal file storage area;

· specialist research support services for academics and researchers, offering access to national datasets, visualisation and high-performance computing;

· dedicated IT Service Desk support, including a 24/7 telephone helpline;

· downloadable iManchester smartphone app for mobile devices.

www.manchester.ac.uk/itservices
Made for students, by students

Our ultra-modern Alan Gilbert Learning Commons was designed in consultation with our students. This eye-catching £24 million building is home to the most up-to-date IT facilities, lots of flexible learning spaces and a host of student-centred services.
The Learning Commons is open all day and night, and can accommodate more than 1,000 students. There are 30 bookable rooms and a variety of pods

and spaces, making it great for group study or independent learning.

The building is designed to the highest standards of sustainability – even the lighting adjusts automatically according to the level of natural light and the occupancy of the rooms.
Culture on campus
We aim to inspire as well as educate, with cultural attractions open to students and the public alike.
· Manchester Museum: bringing ancient worlds to life and hosting a constantly rotating programme of exhibitions

· John Rylands Library: home to one of the world’s finest collections of rare books and manuscripts

· Whitworth Art Gallery: one of the city’s premier art spaces located in the nearby Whitworth Park*

· The Martin Harris Centre for Music and Drama: a performance space for music, drama and other arts

· Jodrell Bank Discovery Centre: on the site of the iconic Lovell Telescope in the beautiful Cheshire countryside, the centre offers fun and engaging exhibitions and activities on astromony and space physics

*The Whitworth will be closed for a £12 million refurbishment between September 2013 and June 2014.
Section 3: The city of Manchester

Manchester’s unique character comes from its pioneering past – this is the place where the Industrial Revolution really took hold. The city grew dramatically in the 19th century on the wealth created by cotton, and its amazing Victorian civic buildings, mills and factories shout: ‘This is Manchester. We’ve arrived.’

But it is not all about industry. Manchester nurtures creativity and hosts international sporting events. Never content to live on past glories, this is a place that looks to the future with a passion for progress.

With events, facilities and attractions to suit every lifestyle, Manchester is lively, culturally diverse and easy to enjoy on a student budget. In fact, about a quarter of our students love it here so much they make it their home after they’ve finished their studies.
Art and culture
From artistic masterpieces to the history of football, Manchester has an impressive range of museums and galleries, many of which are free. The Museum of Science and Industry brings innovation to life in the world’s oldest railway station, while the Imperial War Museum North asks how war shapes people’s lives. Manchester is also home to the National Football Museum and the People’s History Museum.
Important classic and contemporary art is on show at the Manchester Art Gallery, while you can find a plethora of smaller galleries all over the city.

Manchester attracts some of the world’s biggest bands and DJs, at venues such as the MEN Arena and the Apollo. You can catch new acts and smaller shows at venues such as Soup Kitchen, Deaf Institute, Gorilla, and Band on the Wall.

The Hallé and BBC Philharmonic orchestras both perform at the Bridgewater Hall. Leading chamber orchestra Manchester Camerata can also be seen there, as well as at the Royal Northern College of Music, which stages a diverse programme of music.
You’ll find everything from opera to comedy to experimental theatre at the Palace Theatre, Royal Exchange, Contact Theatre and The Lowry. Our own venues play an equally important role in the city’s cultural life. Discover ancient worlds at Manchester Museum, peruse our impressive collections at the John Rylands Library, enjoy exhibitions at the Whitworth Art Gallery or listen to touring bands at our Academy venues.

Business
A bustling commercial centre, Manchester works as hard as it plays. Creativity complements industry, and burgeoning entrepreneurs thrive alongside established multinational businesses.

More than 200 businesses are based at nearby MediaCityUK, which has become an important base for many BBC departments. The city is home to the largest chamber of commerce in the UK, while there’s a thriving digital sector, as well as well-regarded services and knowledge-based industries, and much more.

Manchester is the perfect spot for you to connect with potential future employers from all sectors, gaining an insight into possible careers. You may also have the chance to work with commercial giants on collaborative research opportunities.
Food and drink
With so many cultures rubbing shoulders with each other, it’s no surprise that Manchester has a great reputation for food and drink. You’ll find cuisine from practically every nation and to suit any budget, from high-class dining to top-notch takeaways.
Restaurants, bars and clubs can be found in most parts of the city centre, from the bustling Deansgate Locks and The Printworks to the upmarket Spinningfields and the bohemian Northern Quarter.

We have the UK’s second biggest Chinatown, where you’ll find Asian supermarkets and great restaurants, and the neon-lit ‘Curry Mile’ begins just a short walk from the University campus.

There’s also plenty of choice near campus on Oxford Road and surrounding the student halls of Fallowfield. A little further afield, the neighbourhoods of West Didsbury and Chorlton offer an equally impressive range of places to eat and socialise.
Shopping
Manchester is a shopper’s paradise. It’s home to the Trafford Centre, the second largest shopping centre in the UK, bringing countless shopping and leisure names under one roof.

In the city centre, Market Street is a modern British high street and a good starting point for any shopping trip. Premium department stores such as

Harvey Nichols and Selfridges, and top designer stores sit alongside shops more suited to a student budget, like Primark and TK Maxx.

The Northern Quarter is the place to go to find independent and specialist traders, selling everything from vintage clothing and second-hand music to artwork and craft supplies.
Find out more
www.visitmanchester.com 
www.timeout.com/manchester 
www.creativetourist.com 
www.manchesterconfidential.co.uk 
www.manchestersfinest.com 
