Beat Writing  AMER30792
Semester 2

During the course you will need to get copies of the following books. There will be copies available at Blackwell’s but you will also find cheap second hand copies at amazon, play.com and www.abebooks.co.uk
Burroughs, William.  Junky  (London: Penguin Classics, 2008). Get the definitive version edited by Oliver Harris.

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Junky-Definitive-Penguin-Modern-Classics/dp/0141189827/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1354292180&sr=1-1
Charters, Ann ed. The Portable Beat Reader (NY & London: Penguin, 2006).

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Portable-Beat-Reader-Ann-Charters/dp/0142437530/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1354292197&sr=1-1
Kerouac, Jack. On the Road (London: Penguin Classics, new ed. 2000)

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Road-Penguin-Modern-Classics/dp/0141182679/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1354292128&sr=1-1
&
Kerouac, Jack. Mexico City Blues (New York: Grove Press, 2000).

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Mexico-City-Blues-Jack-Kerouac/dp/0802130607/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1354292246&sr=1-1
There will be a comprehensive reading list available in January, along with a reading pack of critical essays and excerpts from Beat writers & a detailed week-by-week schedule.
If you want to read around before the course (which I strongly recommend), here are some books to get you started. (Copies are in the library).
General Works on Beat Writing and the 1950s and 1960s. This section includes work on the Cold War climate of the 1950s, criticism on poetry and the Beats and film. 
As a good starting point, you might want to read James Campbell’s This is the Beat Generation and the Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg: The Letters. 
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