eAssessment Working Group

Terms of Reference:

1. To provide a position paper for consideration by the Manchester Learning Environment (MLE) Strategy Group on electronic-based assessment methodologies (both formative and summative) at the University of Manchester
2. To offer direction on innovation in eAssessment

General Principles:

1. Assessments have three formal functions:
a. To determine progression (pass/fail)
b. To assure that adequate academic and/or professional standards are achieved by graduates
c. To rank, grade or classify students according to demonstrated abilities and achievements
2. There are many well-recognised principles of good practice in relation to summative assessments to achieve these ends (e.g., the importance of reliability, validity, objectivity, transparency, fairness and absolute standards). However, assessment also has many other functions that may not being given sufficient priority in some contexts:
a. To assist students' educational development by qualitative feedback
b. To develop and test specific, diverse, defined tasks and skills 
c. To develop student awareness of the nature of assessment criteria
d. To challenge, stretch and motivate students at every level of ability
e. To develop reflection and self-monitoring by students of quality in their own work
f. To encourage the development of autonomous learning through a research-based curriculum. 
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