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grammars and grammar writersgrammars and grammar writers
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Alston’s ‘English (distinct) Grammars’ Alston’s ‘English (distinct) Grammars’ 

This volume is devoted exclusively to English grammars written in English 

by Englishmen, Americans, and in one or two cases foreigners, as well 

as a very few grammars written in Latin by native speakers. 

[…] the following sorts of books are specifically excluded here: 

(1) spelling-books containing abstracts of grammar; 

(2) miscellaneous works, epistolary manuals, &c., containing brief 
grammars; 

(3) dictionaries containing grammars; 

(4) polyglot grammars; 

(5) grammars of English written in foreign languages, as well as 
grammars written in Latin by foreigners and published abroad.

(Alston 1965:I.xiv)(Alston 1965:I.xiv)
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ECEGECEG

� Eighteenth-Century English Grammars Database

A new electronic data source for the study of C18th English 

grammars (bibliographic information) and 

grammar writers (biographical information)

� Aims:

i. to revisit Alston’s early bibliographic work 

ii. to provide an up-to-date resource for the study of the 
C18th grammatical tradition at macro- and micro-level

iii. to turn ‘to the original texts and view them and their 
authors in the social and intellectual context of their time’ 
(Beal 2004)
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The term ‘English Grammar’The term ‘English Grammar’

Criteria
i.i. deals with morphology and syntax

� universal grammar, style

ii.ii. written in English
� polyglot grammars

iii.iii. written by native speakers 
� ‘naturalized English speakers’

iv.iv. printed in the British Isles & America 
� few exceptions

EG in …

grammar books

dictionaries

treatises on language

rhetoric/elocution 

letter-writing manuals

spelling-books

books of exercises

manuscripts

miscellany

‘Clearly, a flexible tool’
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Reference SourcesReference Sources

Scholarly works
• Leonard (1929)

• Poldauf (1948)

• Michael (1970, 1987)

• Vorlat (1975)

• Sundby et al. (1991)

• Mitchell (2001)

Bibliographies
• Kennedy (1927)

• Alston (1965-2008, vols. I-VIII, 
Supplement, Addenda)

• Evans's American bibliography 
(1903-1959)

• Bristol’s supplement (1970-71)

Collections & facsimiles
• ECCO (2010)

• Evans Digital Collection of 
American Imprints

• English Linguistics 1500-1800

Biographical databases
• ODNB (2004) 

• Lexicon Grammaticorum (1996)

• Universal Index of Biographical 
Names (Koerner 2008)

• modern scholars’ research
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Contents – Fields

Authors
14. Name
15. Gender
16. Place of Birth
17. Occupation
18. Biographical details

Grammars
1. Title
2. Year
3. Edition (first)
4. Editions (other)
5. Place of Printing
6. Printers
7. Booksellers
8. Price
9. Physical description
10. Type of work
11. Divisions of grammar
12. Subsidiary contents
13. Target audience

Reference
19. Holding libraries
20. Sources
21. Compilers’ comments
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Online databaseOnline database

Access request formAccess request form

User GuidelinesUser Guidelines

Project informationProject information

ReferencesReferences

Browse Browse –– Search Search –– DownloadDownload

www.alc.manchester.ac.uk/subjects/lel/research/projects/c18englishgrammars/www.alc.manchester.ac.uk/subjects/lel/research/projects/c18englishgrammars/
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Website: Info & Access request formWebsite: Info & Access request form

� Aims

� Methodology

� ECEG Database

� Research

� References

� Contact

Click here to enter the database

(username + password)

Firefox
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Website: User GuidelinesWebsite: User Guidelines
� Aims

� Methodology

� ECEG Database

� Research

� References

� Contact
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Website: User GuidelinesWebsite: User Guidelines
� Aims

� Methodology

� ECEG Database

� Research

� References

� Contact
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ECEG interfacesECEG interfaces

Browse

Search

download

323

323
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Browsing ECEGBrowsing ECEG
323

323
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Browsing ECEGBrowsing ECEG

Year
Edition

Title

Author
Contents
Imprint
Editions

References
Comments

323
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Browsing ECEG Browsing ECEG –– Authors Authors 

Occupation

Biographic Details

Name Gender Place of Birth

educationeducation
religionreligion
writingwriting
politicspolitics
otherother

CCCCCC

Biographical 
Details
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Browsing Browsing –– Grammar ContentsGrammar Contents

Type of Work

Divisions of ‘Grammar’

Subsidiary 
contents

Audience

ageage
gendergender
instructioninstruction
specificspecific
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Browsing Browsing –– Grammar ImprintGrammar Imprint

Physical descriptionprice

Place of Printing
(CCC)

printers booksellers

xxiv, 112 p ; 16 cm. 8º 
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Browsing Browsing –– Grammar EditionsGrammar Editions

description

edition

number

year
Place 
(city)
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Browsing Browsing –– References & CommentsReferences & Comments

Libraries

Compilers’ Comments

Sources

Ref
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Searching ECEGSearching ECEG

Browse Search 
Results

Value listsValue lists

any 10

Clear Search 
Criteria

Download

helphelp

323 records

Return to ALL
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Searching ECEGSearching ECEG
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Downloading ECEGDownloading ECEG

Grammar 
ID

.csv / xls
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