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 University of Manchester EPSRC Doctoral Prize Fellowships 2013 
Application Deadline: 9th September 2013 
The EPSRC Doctoral Prize is an opportunity for the most outstanding EPSRC-funded PhD students to receive up to 12 months of additional support following their PhD. The aim of the scheme is to enable the recipient to take their research to the next level and help launch a successful academic research career. 

The University is now accepting applications from both internal and external candidates. 
Recipients of the Prize must undertake significant new work which must fall within one or more of the EPSRC’s research themes: http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/ourportfolio/themes/Pages/default.aspx. However, successful applicants will be permitted to carry out some work connected with their PhD research on the premise that it will give rise to further publications. 

The University will provide Fellows with a first class career development and skills training programme to help support the fact track career development of the Fellows.  

In addition to a Project Sponsor (a PI who is willing to support the Fellow’s project and, where appropriate, host the research project in their lab), the Fellow will also be supported by a Career Development Mentor who will provide research and carer development advice throughout the duration of the award.  

The University does not accept responsibility for assigning a Project Sponsor to a specific external candidate but, where necessary, can offer initial guidance for a candidate to pursue further.

What funding is available for EPSRC Doctoral Prize Fellows? 

Successful candidates will be awarded maintenance funding of £24,370 per annum (pro rata). Because of the nature of the scheme, this can normally be paid without tax, provided the Fellow does not undertake additional work which could be considered service to the University e.g. teaching, mentoring or administration. However, all candidates are responsible for confirming their own tax status. Candidates can also apply for funding for consumable and travel - but not equipment – costs, and to support the outreach work as part of their application. 

Who is eligible to apply for the EPSRC Doctoral Prize? 

Full terms and conditions of the scheme are available on the application form, which can be downloaded from http://www.campus.manchester.ac.uk/researchoffice/finding/epsrcdocprize/. 
The University of Manchester welcomes applications from internal and external candidates who are undertaking their PhD programme at other universities. 
The following criteria must be met: 

· Candidates may apply for funding for not less than 6 months and not more than 12 months. 
· The proposed project must fall within the EPSRC research themes: http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/ourportfolio/themes/Pages/default.aspx. 
· Candidates must be able to demonstrate a clear commitment to remaining in academia. 
· A candidate’s PHD must have been funded by the EPSRC in the form of fees and/or stipend. 
· Candidates must have submitted their PhD thesis no more than 6 months before commencing their EPSRC Doctoral Prize fellowship. 
· Candidates must have submitted their PhD thesis before they can start to receive funding. They may commence their Fellowship while awaiting viva, but may have their Fellowship withdrawn if they subsequently achieve a result lower than Aii at first viva examination. 
· Candidates may select a start date ideally no more than 3 months after an award is made. Start dates must be agreed with the Project Sponsor and Head of School and will be subject to approval by the EPSRC Doctoral Prize panel. Please note that start dates may not be within the University’s Christmas closure period. 
· Awards that have not started in a timely manner may be withdrawn. 
· Candidates must deliver outreach as part of their support.
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