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" Hi, my name is Jiagi Huang and |
Y come from China. Usually, my
friends just call me Spring which is
\ \ my English name and | love it®, |
’ % am currently in my 2" year of BSc
(Hons) Accounting degree in
Manchester Business School. | am

a very sociable, friendly and
approachable person and | will be
the team leader of the University

Place Helpdesk team, which |
S believe would be the most popular
8 and busy team © amongstall. The
best thing that I liked about the
Orientation Programme when |
first came in Manchester was
y meeting and talking to the lovely
Purple People about everything
here | wanted to know.




Hi, my name is Oliver, I'm a
second year Law with Politics
student and I'll be your
campus tour team leader! I'm
originally from Germany but
I've also lived in New Zealand
and Bolivia for a while.
Random fact about myself: |
can eat 12 cheeseburgers!

Somebody should have told

me how student-friendly

M Manchester is before | got
" here, it's amazing! |

absolutely loved the World

Quiz during the Orientation

Programme - some of the

' people | met there are now
among my closest friends in
Manchester!




Hi! My name's Mel
Abraham. I'm just finishing
my second year of a
physics degree and I'll be
leading the Grosvenor
Accommodation Help Desk
in September. | was a
member of the same team
last year. I'm originally
from London, UK. Before |
arrived in Manchester |
wish | realised how many
other people would be
feeling just as nervous as |
was! My favourite thing
about Manchester is the
number of people and how
easily | met people with
similar interest to me :)




Hello! My name is Zhelvo'VasiIev, | am from the lovely country

of Bulgaria and | will have the pleasure to lead the Hulme
Accommodation Helpdesk team. Come September, | will be a third
year Maths and Physics student.

What | have always liked the most about the orientation is the
incredibly exciting atmosphere. Prepare to meet people from all over -
the world, explore an exciting new culture and city,

uncover countless opportunitiesin your new university and must uf
all- have tremendous fun! | loved it as an mternatlcmalfresherand
even more so as Purple Person. | look forward to meeting youl.




My name is Olive Sabiiti, from
Uganda, East Africa, in the second
year of my doctoral study in Law
(PhD).

| am leading the International
Society help desk team and we
cannot wait to see you in
Manchester, at our help desk, where
you will find lots of smiling faces to
make you feel at home as well as
people to help you and answer any
guestions you may have.
Orientation is not an event to be
missed. | remember, when | first
arrived in Manchester, | had my bank
account sorted, my GP (Doctor’s)
registration done and all my
essentials bought effortlessly during
orientation. | even got tips on
‘getting to know the British’ and
joined the International Society.
While those who missed Orientation
struggled during subsequent weeks;
| was just chilling out, enjoying
Manchester and settling down to my
studies.
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SCUINAEET =S Sophie Stewart and I'm an Argbic
Studies stugciahileBIRI=R¢=#" Thing from a year
abroad in tMENIIddIe EQSt to start my final year in
September. I'll be working as team leader of the
Whitworth Park Accommodation Helpdesk - | can’t

waitto meet youall and get started!

I’'m from the north of England and love studying in
Manchester. It's a fantasticcity and the best thing
isthat there are so many ways to get involvedin
the wider community. Before | arrived, | didn’t
realise how easy it would be to get out there
volunteering or just how much the university
encouragesyou to be proactive and make a
difference. University isn’t just about studying, so

A\ don’tbe afraid— go for it!




Hello! My name is Vignon Mansilla.
| will be the Dalton-Ellis
accommodation helpdesk team
leader. In September | will be
starting my 4™ year as a student
studying Chemistry in Manchester. |
am originally from London and
moved to Manchester for my
undergrad. When | moved here |
was really nervous about how
difficult it would be for me to make
friends as | am a shy person. This
fear was quickly overcome as
everyone was so friendly and |
realised we were all in the same
boat! This academic year 2010/11 1
had the amazing opportunity to
study at UC Berkeley in California
so, | know what it feels like to be an
international student. | look forward
to meeting you and making you feel
welcome! See you )
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Hi, my name is Viridiana Alonso-Laraand |

am from Mexico. | am doing a PhD in

Management of Projects at the University

of Manchester; | am in my final year now.

| am very much used to living in

Manchester because it is a multicultural,
versatile, and lovely city.

First thing | wished | had known before
arriving in Manchester was how | could
manage to spend my money wisely,
especially in food. But | learned things like
this and much more within the first few
days of arrival and this was thanks to the
Orientation Programme which | attended
and where | met a lot of friends.

This year, | will be leading the team at
Owens Park.




‘I first arrived in
Manchester from Bulgaria,
not knowing what exactly to
expect. To my great relief, |
was greeted by a friendly
team of students from all
over the world. |
immediately felt
comfortable and most of all
— welcomed.

‘I benefited from International Orientation week in
my first year, | was particularly impressed by the
lovely and approachable Purple People, and they

guided me a on Campus Tour and a City Tour which

were so useful to me. The helpdesk and social

i events they organised were a great help to transit

into life and study in Manchester and to overcome
culture shock and make friends with people from
different backgrounds’.

‘I came here to Manchester as a
Study Abroad Student to spend a
year at the University and was very ‘When | first came to Manchester, | was received
apprehensive at first, but when | by students who came as representatives of the
was greeted by Purple People at University. These were the Purple People, who
the airport, | felt at ease instantly. ‘ were present everywhere around the University

and were immensely helpful’.

- T~

first week of my UK life, it was feeling like home.

‘The purple people help were so great, that after L







Hi, 'm Karen Badat and I'm going to be
managing the Orientation Programme
for you this year. This is a picture of me
(and my son, Matt) being menaced in
Japan by a pushy sacred deer. I'm guite
proud of the fact that | look less nervous
than Matt but then the deer isn’t giving
me the evil eyel

I've been working at the University for a
number of years now although I've only
been in the International Office for a
couple of months. 'm really looking
forward to Orientation and | hope that
you will enjoy everything we've planned
for you.

Many, many years ago | studied Russian
and French in London so | have been an
international student myself and | do
still remember what an exciting (and
slightly nerve-wracking) process getting
ready to live in another country was.
Good luck with your preparations and
remember , if you have any questions,
please do just ask ©




HilI’'m Shona Daly, International Relations
Assistantat The University of Manchester. The
main partof my jobis helpingto planandrun
the Orientation Programme for International
and EU students. | really enjoyed workingon
the Orientation Programme last yearand hope
to make this year’seven better.

Before | started workingat the University, |
studied Law here. For me, the best thingabout
studyingin Manchesterwasthe opportunityto |

getinvolved in such a wide range of activities— |
from volunteering to debating, from trips
abroad with societiesto trying new sports.

If you have any questions beforethe
Orientation, justask us on Facebook or email
us at orientation@manchester.ac.uk. During
the Programme, don't hesitate to ask one of
our Purple People student helpersif you have
any problemsor questions. | look forward to
seeingyouin September!
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