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(for example, professorial versus non- professorial). It is apparent that 
ethnic minority academics are under- represented in higher education, 
with less than 10% of academic staff  of ethnic minority origin. 

 Looking at the workforce within higher education as a whole, we can 
see that staffi  ng varies signifi cantly by ethnic group and UK/ non- UK 
nationality.  Table 5.3  shows that, among non- UK national staff , Chinese, 
Indian, Other Asian and Black African groups are over- represented 
compared to their proportion of the UK population. Meanwhile, 
Bangladeshi, Black Caribbean, Mixed and Other Black groups are under- 
represented. However, all BME groups are under- represented in relation 
to their proportions of the working- age population (See  Table 5.1 ).    

 The profi le of staffi  ng becomes starker at more senior levels, with a 
marked disparity at professorial level, with only 8.4% ethnic minority 
professors, meaning 91.6% of professors in the UK are from White 
backgrounds. As  Figure 5.11  illustrates, there are small numbers of Black 
professors (4.6%), and an over- representation of Chinese professors 
(15.8%). Again, this is likely to be skewed by the presence of non- 
UK professors. As  Figure 5.11  shows, there is a signifi cant diff erence 
between men and women in both professorial and non- professorial 
grades in higher education by ethnicity (Wright et al, 2017; Solanke, 
2018).  Figure 5.11  shows ethnic minority women are particularly poorly 
represented in professorial roles in higher education in the UK and White 
groups dominate all academic roles across men and women. Considering 

 Table 5.3:      Ethnic composition of UK/ non- UK staff, percentage of total  

WHITE AND BLACK CARIBBEAN

WHITE AND BLACK AFRICAN

WHITE AND ASIAN

MIXED

OTHER MIXED

INDIAN

PAKISTANI

BANGLADESHI

ASIAN

CHINESE

OTHER ASIAN

BLACK AFRICAN

BLACK

BLACK CARIBBEAN

OTHER BLACK

ARAB

OTHER

ANY OTHER ETHNIC GROUP

UK NATIONALS

3.7

NON-UK NATIONALS

1.5

ALL STAFF

2.8

42.9 36.8 40.3

23.3 15.5 20.0

7.7 3.1 5.8

8.2 16.6 11.7

9.6 11.4 10.4

21.5 14.6 18.6

10.4 1.6 6.7

1.5 1.6 1.5

10.4 25.2 16.6

5.3 1.7 3.8

17.3 9.6 14.1

1.6 1.1 1.4

3.5 0.5 2.2

6.9 6.6 6.3

1.3 2.7 1.9

8.0 13.8 10.4

6.7 11.1 8.6

 Source: HESA data for 2016/ 17 ( 2018 ). 
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